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Welcome to the 14th edition of the 
Volunteer Fire Fighters Association 
(VFFA) Magazine. 

Changing of the Guard 

Regrettably, due to health reasons Peter 
Cannon (OAM) has stepped down from 
the VFFA Presidency. Despite stepping 
down Peter remains on our Executive and 
is still very much involved in the VFFA. 
Stepping down has afforded Peter some 
rest and I can happily report this has seen 
a considerable improvement in Peters 
health.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank Peter for his tireless work 
and commitment over the last 11 years. 
Under Peter’s leadership, the VFFA has 
grown to enjoy a vast membership of 
Volunteers from all corners of the State 
that simply want to be part of a group 
that will listen and act for them. I’m aware 
that as the new President, I have very big 
shoes to fill. I’ll continue to honor Peter’s 
philosophy in giving Volunteer Firefighters 
a Voice and drive positive change for our 
members.  

Membership

It’s very encouraging indeed to see that 
our membership continues to grow 
strongly. I would like to thank all the new 
and existing members for their support. 
It’s this support that enables us to grow 
our organisation & to further our reach 
and bring meaningful change.

Wambelong (Coonabarabran) 
Fire Inquiries

It’s been nearly three years since fire 
broke out of the Warrumbungle National 
Park devastating the Coonabarabran 
community. The fire burnt for 41 days, 
devastated 95% of the National Park, 
destroyed 53 homes, killed thousands 
of stock and native animals, razed 

properties destroying businesses and 
severely impacting the lives of many.

 

Image courtesy of SMH

In response the State Government has 
held two inquiries, the Upper House 
Inquiry and the Coronial Inquiry. Both 
these inquiries have handed down their 
findings, with the NSW government 
yet to make comment. The residents 
of Coonabarabran and Volunteer Fire 
Fighters have voiced concerns about 
the direction the Government will take, 
post these findings. They want the 
Government to take decisive action so 
that a similar catastrophe doesn’t happen 
to any other community.

The VFFA supports all 29 
recommendations of the Upper House 
Inquiry and would like to see the NSW 
State Government implement them as 
a matter of urgency. Our members see 
these 29 recommendations as common 
sense strategies that will produce 
superior outcomes for the community and 
their properties, for fire fighters and for the 
environment.

The NSW Farmers Association, a large 
rural organisation, concurs with the VFFA 
unanimously in voting to support all 29 
Upper House Inquiry recommendations.

Lack of Hazard Reduction

The lack of hazard reduction remains 
a grave area of concern. Every year 
fuel loads are increasing. The Victorian 
Royal Commission recommends that 
a minimum of 5% of fire prone lands 
be hazard reduced annually. NSW is 
currently hazard reducing less than 1% of 

fire prone lands annually. The percentage 
difference may not seem like much,  
but it is. Hazard reducing 5% annually 
would see lands treated every 20years, 
as opposed to over 100 years at the 
current rate. 

Image supplied

The lack of adequate hazard reduction 
over decades now means there are 
horrendous fuel loads in and around large 
areas of NSW. On a bad fire day, large 
fuel loads sustain catastrophic wildfires. 
And once a catastrophic wildfire is under  
way, no amount of human intervention 
can contain or control it. 

The Section 44 Wentworth Falls fire that 
started in July, a fortnight after a heavy 
snowfall, is a good example of how 
desperate the situation has become. The 
practice of allowing wildfires to devastate 
the Australian landscape is simply not 
sustainable.

Proactive vs Reactive?

Current reactive fire fighting has proven 
no match for recent wildfire events. 

It’s obvious that we need to go back to 
being more proactive. The only element 
of the fire triangle man can control is fuel. 
It is considerably safer for fire fighters and 
the community to conduct cool weather 
prescribed hazard reduction than try to 
deal with an out of control catastrophic 
wildfire. 

It is almost impossible to fathom how this 
common sense and safer approach of 
cool weather prescribed hazard reduction 
has been underutilised for so long.

From the 
President’s Desk

Page 2 Summer 2015  the volunteer fire fighter



FROM THE VFFA PRESIDENT’S DESK continued

Local knowledge 
disregarded

Members are becoming increasingly 
concerned that their local experience, 
knowledge and expertise is being 
disregarded in the management of some 
fires. Members have reported that during 
a campaign, outside Officers are often put 
in charge above local Captains & Group 
Captains who are then not consulted or, 
have their input disregarded. Managing 
any fire is complex and the key is local 
knowledge and expertise. 

Image supplied

Local Captains know their terrain, their 
assets and have an intimate knowledge 
of fire behavior in their own local area. 

Members are at a loss to explain how 

this dismissive culture has been allowed 

to develop. The VFFA look to the RFS 

Commissioner for strong leadership to 

change this divisive practice.

Volunteer Safety

Heavy fuel loads are supporting larger 

and more intense wild fires. Members in 

senior positions have reported feeling like 

they are “pushing the boundaries of safe 

firefighting” within these heavy fuel loads. 

They are becoming increasing concerned 

for their safety and the safety of those 

under their command. And it is worrying 

them. 

The seriousness of catastrophic fire is 

now recognised with residents being 

advised to leave their homes early. 

Residents are leaving at the same time 

Volunteers are being sent in. Yes, fire 

fighters have training, equipment and 

expertise, but once overrun with an 

intense wall of flame, we are no more 

invincible than anyone else. 

Every Government inquiry since the 

1939 Stretton Royal Commission has 

highlighted that the lack of hazard 

reduction burning was a major 

contributing factor to the severity of the 

fire/s. It’s time to stop talking and act – for 

the safety of everyone.

Put the RURAL back into the 
Rural Fire Service!

The RFS Headquarters has to relocate by 

2018 due to an expiring lease. There is 

overwhelming support by our members to 

see the RFS Headquarters moved out of 

Sydney to a major regional location.

Members see the move as positive, 

helping to address the city centric culture. 

They want the “Rural” put back into the 

Rural Fire Service and help the “Service” 

to be more in touch with its Volunteers 

and its main geographical area of 

responsibility.

Yours in Volunteering,

Brian Williams

As Christmas 2015 rapidly approaches, the VFFA Executive would like to offer 
our sincere thanks to all of our members, most particularly all of those that have 
joined these past twelve months. 

To everyone involved in working to make this the great association that it is, 
Thank You. To each of you, we wish you a safe, happy & peaceful Christmas with 
your family.

Stay safe on the roads if travelling but most of all – Thank You for 
Volunteering like you do, which contributes to making this the great 
Country that it is.

Our thanks to you our Members
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FIRE BACKGROUND

• 47 years continuous service as a Volunteer Fire Fighter

• Captain of the Kurrajong Heights Brigade (Hawkesbury) for the last 30 years

• Team Leader of the Hawkesbury RAFT (Remote Area Fire Fighting Team) since its inception 11 years ago

• Group Leader Qualified 

• Incident Controller 

• Divisional Commander 

• Prescribed Burn Supervisor 

• Safety Officer 

• Has given evidence at six Government Inquiries and one Coronial Inquiry into bushfires

• Panel member on the Independent Hazard Reduction Audit Panel

• Member of the National Fire Experts Group

President’s Profile

BRIAN WILLIAMS
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Before writing this I personally contacted a number of 
people representing families affected by the fire.

Several things stand out. The general sadness of their individual 
situations & the loss of personal items in the fire, which will always 
affect them. Many go looking for something and then remember it 
was destroyed in the fire.

Life has to go on while those families attempt to regain some sort 
of a return to where they were prior to the blaze. In the meantime, 
those of us not affected continue with our lives often oblivious of 
the struggle those families are going through.

For a lot of families who lost their homes the building regulations 
enforced by the Planning Department through Local Government 
and the Rural Fire Service have been malicious, soul destroying 
and horribly impersonal. These regulations have caused a 
significant number of families to leave the district rather than 
attempt to abide by them. 

In a lot of cases it would be practically impossible to abide by 
them and unaffordable to rebuild what they had.

As a result I am not naming families but rather giving an outline 
of what affected families are going through and how they are 
coping. They are all succeeding in their own way and you have to 
admire their courage and resilience. 

• The family moved back to the farm just last week, 2 years 8 
months and 21 days from when the blaze destroyed everything 
they possessed. It has been a near 3 year battle and a 
substantial debt to replace fencing and livestock as well as 
renting a place in town. The wife has a job and the husband 
continues to work off the farm.

After having to live in town for nearly 3 years, the children love 
being back on the farm once more being able to swim in the farm 
dam and have their pets. Best of all they appreciate being able to 
catch the school bus with their class mates. Mum says it is the 
happiest the family have been since the fire.

• A family farm bordering the National Park lost livestock and the 
majority of their internal fencing. The wife said they will never 
forget the experience. She praised the work of Blazeaid. Those 
people did so much physically and emotionally for affected 
families. The son is at home on the farm with Mum and Dad. 
The daughter had just completed her university degree and 
rather than go and get a job in her chosen career she stayed 
on the farm for 6 months helping with the workload to give her 
Dad and brother more time to tackle the huge fencing job.

There is no doubt the bureaucratic NP&WS boundary fencing 
policy leaves a lot to be desired. NP&WS provides the material 

but the private land neighbor has to bear the cost and hard 

work of clearing the line and erecting the fence.

As is mostly the case around the Warrumbungle National 

Park, the land is steep, rugged and in some areas almost 

inaccessible. NP&WS measures the distance to be fenced on 

a map! 

The only way the farmer could get a sufficient amount of 

fencing material to do the distance up and down the steep 

terrain was to record it with a measuring wheel. The family still 

has a lot of internal fencing to replace and has had to resort to 

temporary electric fencing to facilitate livestock management. 

Rule of thumb for replacing a basic plain wire fence now runs 

into approximately $6000 a kilometre.

• Prior to the fire the husband and wife were contemplating 

selling their current farm and moving to something smaller as 

the husband’s physical health was not as good as it had been. 

Despite their house being insured due to the new building 

regulations they were unable to rebuild what they had. So when 

the fire destroyed their home farm and livestock it brought it all 

to a head. 

They were already looking for a change. 

On the day of the fire, the husband shifted their caravan 

into town only hours before their house was destroyed so 

fortunately at least they had somewhere to live while they 

contemplated their future. They had built their own home but 

realised they could not turn around and do it all again. Once 

more the zoning and building regulations emanating from the 

Planning Department made up their mind and they have bought 

a home and small farm not far from town. The farm up in the 

mountains next door to the Park will be sold.

Almost 3 Years since WAMBELONG
A Fire that should never have happened

Report by Rod Young – Coonabarabran
50 Years Volunteer Firefighter – Lifetime Farmer – Locally Born, raised & with family roots dating back to 1910 in the area.

Picture courtesy of Fairfax Media
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ALMOST 3 YEARS SINCE WAMBELONG continued

• Husband and wife run a family sheep grazing property 
bordering the Park. A lot of their more rugged sheep grazing 
country was burnt in the fire with loss of livestock and fencing.

As in a majority of cases, the hot fire denuded the landscape 
and resulted in a major growth of Darling Pea, a native plant 
which once the livestock become addicted to it leads to 
substantial livestock loss. They lost four times more sheep 
from the Darling Pea than they lost in the fire. It is an issue still 
ongoing as the dry weather the district is currently experiencing 
is not allowing for suitable ground cover.

The family moved quickly after the fire repairing a lot of 
boundary fence as best they could with burnt down timber 
on the fence lines in steep rugged country. The burnt wire 
and posts and continuing dropping of dead timber from the 
fire across the patched up fence lines are leading to ongoing 
repairs and hard physical labor in inaccessible terrain. 

Those of us not affected by the fire are enjoying a time of good 
prices for wool sheep meat and beef. So many of these grazing 
families are still recovering financially from the loss of livestock 
fencing and farm infrastructure that they have not recovered 
sufficiently to take advantage of the upturn in commodity prices.

Sadly and through no fault of their own some victims of the fire 
have lost their enthusiasm to get up and have a go. A number 
are of an age where they feel they cannot stand the hassle of 
rebuilding. 

For some it is a financial impossibility to rebuild what they had 
with having to comply with the new building regulations. A 
number of them have left the district buying a home elsewhere.

While others who suffered loss or damage to farm infrastructure 
and fencing after paying the cleanup costs, are not able to 
replace the infrastructure or some of the fencing. 

The whole community has suffered from the fires. With some 
residents relocating we have lost community members which 
has had a flow on affect to community organisations and the 
economy of the town. Less than a quarter of the lost homes have 
had approval to rebuild.

As a result of the number of major fires in the area, the 
bureaucrats of the Rural Fire Service have deemed it necessary 
that a new $3 million dollar Fire Control Centre be built in 
Coonabarabran. One fire affected property owner remarked; it will 
be a memorial to the incompetency of the bureaucracy of both 
the RFS and the NP&WS.

We need to be thankful for the Parliamentary Upper House 
Inquiry and its recommendations. It is ammunition we can utilize 
every time the inevitable happens when more people’s lives are 
destroyed or severely affected because of a lack of sensible land 
management and a casual lackluster approach to containment 
and extinguishment by the bureaucracy.

MURRUMBATEMAN  
Barton Highway, Murrumbateman 
– Just 30km from Canberra
Phone: 02 6227 5802
http://www.murrumbatemancountryinn.com.au

The VFFA greatly appreciates the support shown to 
our Association, its membership and the Volunteer 
Firefighters of its local Community.

We highly recommend that whenever passing 
by their way, please call in and enjoy the local 
hospitality they’ve become so well known for Motel 
Accommodation, Great Food & Beverage!

Image supplied
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There’s no question that Czech Republic manufacturer 
Tatra has forged a unique place in the global market for 
critical service trucks. A quick look at the hardware and 
technology illustrates why.

Firstly, instead of using engines from other engine 
suppliers, the company designed and built its own 
powerplant. And even that is different. For a start it has 
no radiator, water pump or coolant as it’s air-cooled. 
Tatra’s success in the furnace-hot deserts of the Middle 
East indicates the design is works well. I suspect 
Australian operators would also appreciate the benefit 
of no cooling system plumbing or water.

Also, it’s supercharged rather than turbocharged, for 
a more immediate and constant level of boost. No 
waiting for the turbo to spool up when you’ve got to get 
out – fast. Finally, it’s a V8 configuration rather than the 
in-line six set-up common to most of its competitors. 
This combination keeps maintenance at industry lows, 
delivers more precise power control to the driver, and 
lowers the centre of gravity.

The 13-litre engine in the 4x4 and 6x6 fire trucks 
delivers 442hp and 2100Nm of torque, with peak 
torque starting at 1,000rpm, ideally suited to crawl work 
in difficult terrain. Supporting this engine is an Allison 
4500 Generation 3 automatic transmission, with the 
latest technology ‘active-learning’ shift patterns that 
ensure each wheel is getting maximum useable torque 
during acceleration and braking.

Secondly, the cabs on the Tatra units are built with the 
primary focus on occupant safety, and service durability. 
The Fire Truck cabs are designed from Australian mining 
and drilling service units, where ROPS is a must, and is 
already fully certified ROPS/FOPS steel construction ex-
factory. I’ve stood on the roof of a Tatra. It’s a solid steel 
plate with no flex at all. Operators report a high level of 
confidence in Tatra’s cab structure.

Thirdly, and most importantly, the Tatra chassis is one 
of a kind. No other manufacturer can offer the modular 
flexibility that Tatra’s tubular backbone frame chassis 
and swing axles deliver. To operate at high GVMs 
in rough terrain, a truck chassis needs an unusually 
high rate of rigidity to preserve expensive bodies and 
equipment. However road or track surface contours 
often demand huge flexibility and large wheel travel to 
maintain critical traction. Tatra builds the strength into 
the chassis, and the flexibility into the driveline, for the 
best of both worlds. 

In particular, the swing axle set-up means large holes 
or ridges on one side of the truck will not force the 
opposing wheel to pull the body over. It’s a set-up that 

Why Tatras Keep on Going

didn’t work too well on cars, evidenced by the tendency 
of past generation Volkswagens to roll over at the most 
inconvenient times. However, trucks don’t depend 
on high-speed stability during high-speed cornering, 
and the extreme wheel travel on Tatra ensures full 
tyre contact all around the truck no matter what any 
individual wheel is doing. In my view, this is the most 
significant feature of the Tatra Fire Service offerings.

In fire applications where a truck is operating at near-
maximum GVM most of the time, the requirement for 
water and foam tanks means this engineering approach 
preserves the service life of expensive platforms and 
ancillary equipment. Tatra has a video that dramatically 
illustrates this, showing front-on action of trucks of 
different brands negotiating alternate ridges, and 
showing huge body distortion as the other chassis’ 
attempt to retain traction and stability.

On the 4x4 the planetary hubs are driven through 
pneumatically engaged axial differential locks and 
suspended by bellows air-springs supplemented by 
coils and a torsion stabiliser. Each axle is rated at 
9-tonnes. On the 6x6, the first rear axle is an 8-tonne 
rating, and features “king-frame” air bellows suspension 
with internal coil springs, plus the torsion stabiliser. 
The second rear axle has air-bellows.

Tatra’s modular design allows these axle units to be 
added or deleted as required. The tubular backbone 
chassis is also modular, and enables users to designate 
the most practical wheelbase for the application. It 
also allows serious chassis damage to be more easily 
rectified.

From a servicing point of view, the Tatra set-up has 
some further significant advantages. Across both 
the 4x4 and 6x6 variants, the trucks share not only 
a common engine/transmission, but starter motor, 
alternator, belts, filters and windscreen as well.

A tour around the Australian distributor’s parts store 
was especially revealing. In short, every Tatra in service 
in Australia has a complete parts set available on the 
ground. It’s an impressive picture, and one that several 
other manufacturers, even some of the largest global 
brands struggle to match. Anything from complete 
engines to sub-frame and suspension sections are in 
store, waiting for the call. 

However, one thing was missing. Customers. Tatra’s, 
it seems just keep on going. That’s got to be good 
for the whole of life budget, which is now the only 
true measure of a truck’s value to either an individual 
operator or a fleet.
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Image Above: The Karachi Fire Trail is classed as a primary 
strategic fire trail. It is in the Byadbo Wilderness area located in 
the Kosciuszko National Park near Delegate. 

This fire trail is maintained by NPWS. The maintenance program 
of slashing and spraying is carried out every 3 to 4 years. On 
average, the trail is 10 to 12 metres wide and can be used 
immediately for either hazard reduction or back burning.

Image Above: This is a turnaround bay on the Karachi Fire Trail 
& their located every 800-1000 metres along the trail and large 
enough to be used for the landing of Helicopters.

Image Above: The Gibraltar Ridge Fire Trail is in the Tombong/
Quidong area which is close to Delegate and Bombala. This 
is a strategic fire trail under the responsibility of the Rural Fire 
Service. To use this fire trail would require a dozer to first clear 
to allow access for firefighting and hazard reduction work. This 
is a reactive, rather than a proactive approach and would result 
in greater expense than regular maintenance. In the event of a 
wildfire, this fire trail would be totally useless.

Image Above: The Tingaringy Fire Trail is just over the NSW 
border into Victoria. It joins on to the same system as the Karachi 
Fire Trail. As evidenced in the picture, it has not been maintained 
to the same standard as the Karachi Fire Trail section in NSW.

Fire Trails
AN ESSENTIAL PART OF FIRE SUPPRESSION AND CONTROL!

It is essential that we have an effective network of well-maintained fire trails so that access 
to the bush is easy and immediate for back burning operations and hazard reduction work.

The NPWS have done an excellent job on their fire trails in the Byadbo Wilderness area. This is a very important area for the 
Southern Monaro as it has a long history of large wildfire incidences which impact on farm land and property.
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NSW Farmers Association
Report by Sonia O’Keefe, Chair – NSW Farmers Rural Affairs Committee

It is pleasing to see that the 
recommendations contained within 
the Coronial Report of the Wambelong 
Fire January 2013 call for changes to 
bushfire mitigation and management that 
align very closely with NSW Farmers’ 
Association policy. It is very positive 
that several of the recommendations 
from the Coroner’s Report and from the 
Parliamentary Inquiry run parallel with 
each other.

Both inquiries have highlighted 
the overarching importance of 
hazard reduction and made strong 
recommendations to improve this. 

There is absolutely no doubt that without 
a fuel build up more than 40 years, the 
Wambelong fire would not have been as 
intense and destructive as it was, and 
perhaps 53 families would not have lost 
their homes.  

Whilst the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) have written fire 
management strategies for all land under 
their control, it has been highlighted that 
unless the prescribed burns are taking 
place, then the imminent risk still exists. 

The Parliamentary Inquiry clearly 
states that hazard reduction burns 
must be given greater priority, must 
reach minimum targets each year (as 
a percentage of managed land), and 
must be more frequent. This will only be 
achieved by cutting the red tape and 
regulatory system involved and being far 
more accountable to the public. 

The coronial report has also highlighted 
hazard reduction burns calling for greater 
frequency. It was pleasing that both 
reports identified the absence of grazing 

as a fire management tool as a deficiency 
in current practice and I would suggested 
that greater use of grazing may be a 
much more successful strategy where the 
NPWS are failing to carry out HR burns.

Both reports also stressed that bushfires 
by their very nature are extremely 
unpredictable (which comes as no 
surprise) and therefore, it is extremely 
important to not only mitigate the risk, but 
to tap into the huge amount of experience 
and knowledge of local volunteers. 
Both reports were consistent with their 
support for volunteers and underlined 
the importance of keeping control at the 
grassroots level. The coronial report was 
particularly scathing of the “association” 
mentality and their reluctance to discuss 
improvements.

Fire trails were another area of reference 
for both committees. It is common 
sense that to improve the probability 
of controlling a bushfire there needs 
to be adequate fire trails. This has 
been an area of concern for the NSW 
Farmers for many years and we will 
be endeavouring to seek some very 
meaningful change following on from 
these recommendations.

The other significant recommendations 
that are covered by both inquiries 
emphasise improved stakeholder 
engagement and notification, and 
cooperation with neighbours. Much of the 
policy to enable this already exists within 
the Rural Fires Act, the greater challenge 
is ensuring that all parties participate and 
that their participation is valued. 

Over the last couple of decades many 
volunteers, locals and private landholders 

have found the engagement process to 
be very frustrating (to put it mildly), so it is 
essential that the “culture” of engagement 
changes. This is where much of the NSW 
Farmers’ efforts will be focused. It is 
impossible for us to try to fix the particular 
situation of each fire zone (and some 
don’t need fixing, they work very well), so 
we will be working alongside all agencies 
to ensure that the system is respectful 
and effective.

It was disappointing for many effected 
landholders that the Coronial Inquiry 
was not able to more definitively meet 
some of their expectations, however, 
from the perspective of NSW Farmers, 
the combined recommendations of both 
reports give us a very strong platform to 
continue pushing for significant change. 
We are committed to working with all 
organisations, both government and 
volunteer, to ensure that this happens to 
the satisfaction of everyone. 

Sonia O’Keefe
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Friday September 11th 2015 was a very special day for everyone when VFFA Founder and long time President, 

Mr. Peter J. Cannon, was awarded an Order of Australia at an official ceremony at Government House.

Presented by His Excellency General, the Honourable David Hurley AS DSC (Ret’d) Governor of NSW, 

it was a very emotional day for Peter and his family as he proudly stood before Governor David Hurley 

to receive his Medal.

Peter is so well deserving of this award, he’s every bit an RFS Volunteer and has been such an ardent 

supporter of the work of Volunteers across NSW…just like your family, we’re all incredibly proud of you Peter.

Congratulations  

Peter J. Cannon OAM

Photograph courtesy Rob Tuckwell Photography
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For two years now the Parmenter family has been passionately 
raising awareness and much needed funds for Bear Cottage with 
their main focus on their Superhero Week campaign. 
Our family makes the most of the superhero 
fun by dressing up superhero for the week and 
bringing the fun and activities into both their 
workplaces in the hope to raise as much funds 
as possible for Bear Cottage.

The Parmenter Family is extremely passionate 
about giving back to the community and simply 
“Paying it Forward” because they can. 

The family are also active members with 
Glossodia Rural Fire Brigade and enjoy their 
service to the local community along with 
dedicating time on their initiative called the 
Parmy Army.

The Parmenter family have raised over 30 
thousand dollars for the charity so far 
with the help of an army of people 
happy to join in on the fun.  From Trivia 
Nights, Raffles, Superhero fun days, TV 
appearances and even a stop in at the Fire 
Station to name a few of the fun activities 
undertaken as Superhero’s, along with 
racing an annual Obstacle Course Racing 
event such as Tough Mudder.

Our inspiration to support this amazing place Bear Cottage was 

when a close friend to the family had relied on this amazing 

service for care of their terminally ill son. It was watching their 

journey that inspired us to learn and understand what Bear 

Cottage offered the community and families of ill children to 

which then we immediately realised what an important role 

Bear Cottage plays in these family’s lives. Without a doubt 

The Parmenter’s felt overwhelmed and of course wanted do 

something for this amazing service that relies heavily on 

public donations to keep the service running.

“We believe we have to give something back 

to society and while personally we haven’t 

had to use the facilities at Bear Cottage, 

we are doing it for the families who 

need it.” 

For two years now we have 

thoroughly enjoyed our work to 

raise money for Bear Cottage with this 

year exceeding our expectations in support. 

Using superhero powers we would love and make 

this event even bigger and better every year as 

we move forward and let’s face it, who doesn’t 

like to dress up once in a while and pretend to 

be a superhero and do it when it really means 

something to others.

I truly believe that a successful life is not 

measured by what we earn or what we have. In 

my opinion it’s measured on what we give back, 

the impact we have of other people’s lives and the 

legacy we leave behind.

Glossodia RFS’s Parmenter 
Family & their Supporting 
of Bear Cottage

A Big Furry Friend with the Parmy Army

The  Parmenter’s – Kim & Tim 
along with their two boys Ashton & Dillon.

Tim and Kym in their RFS attire
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About Angel Flight Australia
Angel Flight is a charity that coordinates non-emergency flights to help 
country people trying to deal with the triple trouble of bad health, poor 
finances and daunting distance. All flights are free and may involve patients 
travelling to medical facilities anywhere in Australia. Angel Flight pilots 
do not carry aeromedical staff or medical equipment so do not act as an 
alternative to the Royal Flying Doctor Service or Air Ambulance in that 
capacity. With its current resources Angel Flight can coordinate up to 
twenty flights per day.

Who is transported?
• Patients of all ages needing medical treatment at destinations where 

other forms of transport are physically and emotionally taxing or 
unaffordable

• Blood and blood products

• Medical drugs

To meet our guidelines, passengers must be medically stable, ambulatory 
and physically able to enter and exit a small aircraft (involving large steps, 
twists, bends) without assistance from the pilot and sit up in the aircraft with 
a seatbelt on for an extended period of time, and if necessary communicate 
with the pilot. Angel Flight encourages a friend or relative of the patient to 
travel with the patient as a carer. We have conducted over 18,000 flights 
helping over 2,880 patients, carers and family members.

How is the service accessed?
Health Professionals (medical practitioner, nurse, social worker) who have 
a good knowledge of the patient’s medical condition are the only people 
from whom Angel Flight can receive and accept ‘mission requests’. Health 
Professional registrations are over 3,200.

Who does the flying?
Flights are conducted by volunteer pilots in their own aircraft. Angel Flight 
operates Australia-wide with a growing network of pilots and aircraft. 
Volunteer pilots come from all walks of life and donate their time, their skills 
and most of their aircraft costs* for each flight. Our volunteer pilots flight 
credentials exceed the requirements of the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) and the aircraft meet specified CASA and insurance minimums. 
Pilot registrations are over 2,890.

Our ground volunteers
Angel Flight’s ground volunteers provide car transportation between the 
general aviation airports and medical facilities (or nearby accommodation). 
Most drives occur in the capital cities (Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, 
Brisbane, Canberra, Perth) or major towns (such as Newcastle or 
Rockhampton).

It can be a great support to the passenger to have a friendly face waiting 
to meet them at the airport, saving the passenger the hassle of trying to 
navigate public transport in a strange city. These wonderful volunteers 
help as drivers, and also as speakers and fund raisers. Volunteer driver 
registrations are over 4,180.

How is Angel Flight Australia funded?
Angel Flight is funded by private donations from individuals, 
clubs and service clubs, companies large and small and deceased estates. 
We have a policy to never follow up donors asking for more money. 
Donations are used to pay for:

• fuel used in the conduct of Angel Flight missions

• discounted commercial flights when poor weather prevents light aircraft 
from flying

• the Angel Flight Support Centre that runs on a very small infrastructure, 
with four mission coordinators and three administrators as full time paid 
staff.

Angel Flight is an exceptional charity in that it does not have a fundraising 
department and only spends about 15% of revenue on administrative 
overheads like rent and telephone charges. Approximately 85% of revenue 
is spent on the actual coordination and delivery of its service.

Who is behind Angel Flight Australia?
Established in April 2003, Angel Flight Australia is the initiative of Bill 
Bristow AM, an experienced businessman and pilot, and proud winner 
of the Australian of the Year Award – Queensland 2005. In 2009, Bill was 
awarded a Member of the Order of Australia for service to rural and remote 
communities through the establishment of Angel Flight Australia and as a 
supporter of charitable organisations.

* To help offset pilot operating costs Angel Flight Australia negotiates the waiver of landing fees at airports around the country. Airservices Australia reverses any air navigation charges. 
 Angel Flight pays for fuel used by pilots when they conduct an Angel Flight mission. Donations received are used to fully subsidise fuel costs.

For further information contact: Angel Flight Australia
Toll free: 1300 726 567  Phone: 07 3620 8300  Fax: 07 3852 6646 
Postal: PO Box 421, Fortitude Valley Qld 4006
Email: mail@angelflight.org.au  Web: www.angelflight.org.au

Please note that emails are not checked after hours or on weekends. If you need to get in touch after hours 
regarding a flight, please call the phone number above and leave a message. The on-call coordinator will 
screen the messages and respond to urgent calls.

After fracturing her pelvis Gemma and her family were able to use Angel Flight for the journey 
from Eromanga to treatment in Brisbane as opposed to a 14 hour trip by car each way.

John flew home to Emerald following treatment in Rockhampton. Given his complicated 
medical conditions an Angel Flight made things a little easier than a long road trip which 
had been proving disruptive too his dialysis schedule.  
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What is Angel Flight Australia?
Established in April 2003, Angel Flight Australia is a charity which 
coordinates non-emergency flights to assist country people to access 
specialist medical treatment that would otherwise be unavailable to them 
because of vast distance and high travel costs. All flights are free and 
assist passengers travelling to or from medical facilities almost anywhere in 
Australia.

Angel Flight volunteer pilots are not medically trained and do not carry aero-
medical staff or medical equipment so do not act as an alternative to the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service nor Air Ambulance.

Who do you help?
Anyone who is medically and financially disadvantaged; families who have 
been financially devastated by medical bills due to illness, accidents or 
other chronic conditions.

Angel Flight can assist passengers on multiple occasions, for example, 
attending follow-up appointments or undertaking a series of treatments for 
a condition. Passengers must not require medical care during the flight.

Passengers must be able to enter and exit a light aircraft without assistance 
and be able to sit upright and communicate with the pilot. A companion 
is welcome to travel with the passenger for support. Young or disabled 
passengers must be accompanied by an adult capable of moving the child 
into and out of the aircraft.

What circumstances are not suitable for an Angel Flight?

• International requests.

• Adults who are not able to enter or exit the aircraft unaided.

• Unaccompanied minors.

• Nursing home relocations or hospital to hospital transfers.

• Passengers requiring a rescue service or an air ambulance 
service, or who need monitoring by medical staff or medical 
equipment during the flight.

• Passengers who are not medically stable or whose medical 
condition is unsuitable for transport in a non-pressurised light 
aircraft.

• Passengers travelling for critical care (for example, an organ 
transplant) as flights can be delayed by the pilot or cancelled at 
short notice due to unsuitable weather conditions.

How does it work?
A referral must be sent to Angel Flight with the authority of a registered 
‘health professional’ (for example, a medical practitioner, nurse or social 
worker) familiar with the passenger’s medical condition. Depending on the 
locations involved, Angel Flight requires five to ten working days’ notice for 
transport assistance.

If your referrer is not registered they can do so quickly and easily online. 
Once a referral has been received and approved the Flight Coordinators 
then invite applications from our volunteer pilots and drivers. The Flight 
Coordinators will notify the referrer and passenger of all arrangements once 
finalised.

What type of planes?
Flights are provided by volunteer pilots using their own aircraft or aircraft 
they have hired at their own expense. These aircraft are termed ‘general 
aviation aircraft’ and most have 4 to 6 seats.

The aircraft will either be ‘high wing’ where the wing is above the cockpit 
(not unlike getting into a 4WD vehicle) or ‘low wing’ where the cockpit is 
above the wing which requires passengers to climb up onto the wing and 
crouch down into the cockpit (a bit like getting into a small sports car).

What type of pilots?
Our volunteer pilots come from all walks of life and are required to have 
more than 250 hours as a ‘Pilot in Command’; a current medical clearance 
and all relevant experience and endorsements for the type of aircraft they 
will be flying.

The flight credentials of our volunteer pilots and aircraft owners exceed the 
minimum requirements of CASA for private flight in Australia and the aircraft 
meet specified regulatory and insurance minimums. Angel Flight volunteer 
pilots donate their time, their skills and the majority of their aircraft costs for 
each flight.

Where do you land?
Most flights will land at ‘general aviation’ airports such as Bankstown in 
Sydney or Archerfield in Brisbane. If there is an appropriate airstrip in your 
home town, depending on weather conditions, Angel Flight pilots may be 
able to land there.

How do I request a flight?
A registered ‘health professional’ (medical practitioner, nurse, social worker) 
is the only person who can authorise a flight request after considering all of 
the passenger eligibility criteria.

What happens when the aircraft lands?
When the aircraft lands at the major town or city where the medical 
facility is located, volunteer drivers may be available to provide ground 
transportation for passengers from the airport to the medical facility and 
return. Please note that ground transport is not provided in the passenger’s 
home town (for example from the passenger’s home to their local airport).

Can I just request a driver?
Volunteer drivers are only called on for assistance to meet an Angel Flight 
aircraft. The Flight Coordinators do not call on volunteer drivers for any 
other reason than to meet the aircraft after landing, and transporting the 
passengers to/from their appointment (or accommodation if the passengers 
have travelled the day prior or are returning the day after).

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Rachel travelled by Angel Flight from Perth to Eucla following surgery. Angel Flight pilots Hui 
and David made this journey a lot more comfortable for her given her condition compared 
to a 15 hour journey by road. 
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On 26 December 1939, at 

3:00pm, the Bargo Volunteer 

Bushfire Fire Brigade was 

established via a public meeting 

at the Bargo Hall.

Chairing the meeting, was Constable 

Quinlan, of the Bargo Police Station.

On 26 December, 2014, the Bargo 

Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade continuing 

to faithfully serve its local community, 

celebrated its formation from 

75 years prior.

The founding members were:

Mr. B Knox, Mr. G Hughes, 

Mr. F Faulkes, Mr. D Hogan,  

John Hogan, Martin Hogan, 

Mr. D Dwyer, Mrs. D Dwyer,  

Mr. A P Hicks, George Henderson, 

Norm Carter, Mr. Lupton, Mr. Streeter, 

Mr. Blundell, Mr. Millard, Mr. Butters, 

Mr. R Gann, Don Mitchell, Constable 

Eric Quinnell, E Faulks, F Buchanan, 

C Cosgrove and H Smith.

The Brigade area was originally 

determined by the Bargo Police Patrol 

jurisdiction, extending to Pheasants 

Nest, Yanderra and southern outskirts of 

Tahmoor. Brigade membership in 1939 

required a fee of 2 shillings per member, 

approximately equivalent to a 

$140 annual subscription in 2014.

One can observe, ‘formal’ membership 

of Brigade was restricted to community 

members of financial privilege.

However, firefighting duties were 

not always restricted to the Brigade. 

Whenever a bushfire outbreak occurred 

within the area, community Volunteers 

would also assist and support Brigade 

members to protect the community.

Taking a look 
at Bargo RFS…

The Early days of Bargo Volunteer Bushfire Brigade

The Old Bargo Thorneycroft with a Stow-Away!

The Bargo Community is extremely 
fortunate to have a rich history within the 
Brigade and Community. Today, Brigade 
members have assisted in firefighting 
operations all over NSW as well as 
Victoria & South Australia; one of whom 
attended his first fire in 1968, Mr. Greg 
Green. Greg is the current Captain of 
Bargo Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade and 
has previously been awarded the highest 
honor in any Fire Service, the Australian 
Fire Service Medal.

Bargo RFS Station

Even our Facebook page is strongly 
supported by the Community, indicated 
by the 3,200+ likes on our page. We 
believe the Bargo Volunteer Rural Fire 
Brigade Facebook page is one of the 
most supported RFS pages in NSW.

Bargo undertaking local Hazard Reductions

Bargo 1

Bargo undertakes regular Training
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TAKING A LOOK AT BARGO RFS continued

Mr. B Knox – Resided in Pheasants Nest.

Mr. G Hughes – Resided on Gwynne 
Hughes Drive, Bargo.

Mr. F Faulkes – Resided on Arina Road, 
Bargo, to the North of Dwyer’s Road, 
Bargo.

Mr. D Hogan – Resided on a property 
on Hogan’s Drive, Bargo. His relatives, 
Mr. John and Mr. Martin Hogan, are also 
original founding members.

Mr. & Mrs. D Dwyer – Resided in 
Pheasants Nest.

Mr. A P Hicks – Resided in Bargo. He was 
the operator of a petrol station in the main 
street of Bargo.

Mr. G Henderson – Resided on Kader 
Street, Bargo.

Mr. N Carter – Owned and operated a 
large piggery at Pheasants Nest.

Mr. Lupton – Sydney-based Solicitor 
whom owned property in the vicinity of 
Lupton Road, Bargo, extending to Tyler’s 
Road, Bargo (near the current Waratah 
Highlands Retirement Village). He utilised 
his land holdings for the purpose of a 
holiday retreat.

Mr. Streeter – Resided on Yanderra Road, 
Yanderra.

Mr. Blundell – Resided on Dymond Street, 
Bargo.

Mr. Millard – Resided on Radnor Road, 
Bargo.

Mr. D Mitchell – Resided on Tyler’s Road, 
Bargo.

One of many expressions of Thanks received over 
the years

We thank our local community for their 
continued support, and extend our 
gratitude to the Facebook community for 
showing an interest in our Brigade. We 
hope this will continue and encourage 
you all to share our page with your friends 
and organisations.

Due to our 75 year milestone, we thought 
we would obtain history for some of 
our original founding members of our 
Brigade kindly provided by Lifetime Bargo 
Resident, and former Brigade member, 
Ross Smith.

Constable E Quinlan – Constable-in-
residence at Bargo Police Station (the 
old house still exists, situated on Railside 
Avenue, between Panorama Street and 
the current Shopping Centre).

Interestingly, Cnst. Quinlan left the 
Bargo area in the early 1940’s, during 
the Second World War under dubious 
circumstances. He was the last serving 
Police Officer assigned to Bargo.

Mr. C Cosgrove – Resided on a property 
where the Tahmoor Colliery currently 
operates.

Mr. H Smith – Resided on Kader Street, 
Bargo.

Ross also recollects “the Brigade always 
burnt in the Autumn/Winter time, never in 
the Spring Season.”

We hope you enjoyed the brief overview 
of the establishment of Bargo Volunteer 
Rural Fire Brigade and some of the history 
of the original founding members to mark 
our 75 years of service to the community. 
Bargo Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade aptly 
acknowledge the efforts expended by 
the founding membership. The Brigade 
has adapted to many changes over the 
decades, and to this day, exemplifies 
resilience and fervor to serve the 
community. 

From all of us at Bargo, 
wishing you all a Safe 
Fire season and a very 
Merry Christmas.

Bargo RFS, right in the Christmas Spirit!

Bargo RFS stands ready to do whatever where ever when we’re called upon.
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Welcome to a new regular feature of
The Volunteer Firefighter 

Magazine

Looking at all the feedback we’ve received over the past couple of years, you’ve told us that you love reading real stories & 
learning about other brigades within New South Wales. You’ve also told us you would like to see some other issues explored 
so we set up a “Think Tank” to consider numerous options for inclusion & the one thing that came loudly from our members 
is that most of us (Volunteers) all drive Four Wheel Drives, so we decided to launch this new section entitled; Goin’ Bush.

Each edition we’ll have major off road companies contributing to keep you as informed as possible, it’s about giving you our 
members as much information as possible & in this first edition we welcome on board; 

Great Divide Tours – Vic Widman is known far & wide across Australia for his incredible depth of knowledge on all things 
Four Wheel Drive, his Off Road Tours & his 4X4 Driver Training facility at Braidwood. 

ARB Artarmon are huge supporters of RFS Volunteers & as you’ll see, their opening a brand new store at Brookvale on 
Sydney’s Northern Beaches. 

GPSOZ – Brian Somerville is the guru of all things GPS & has provided exceptional service to Volunteers & Brigades across 
NSW for years.

Cooper Tires – market leaders in tough American made Off-Road tyres. Vik Widman of Great Divide Tours uses them 
because in his business, he simply can’t afford to be spending his time replacing inferior off road tyres.

We ask that where ever possible, show your support of these great companies because they support you, 
the RFS Volunteer!

Goin’ Bush
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Off Road Leisure

As part of an initiative to broaden the content of our Magazine, The 

Volunteer Firefighter, we’ll be including in each edition a focus on a 

particular town in NSW. To start things off, we take you on a look at 

the Outback NSW Town of Bourke & suggest that when next you’re 

planning a holiday or maybe an extra-long weekend away, why not 

consider taking a drive out to Bourke. Out there in the far north 

western corner of NSW, head out & experience some real NSW 

Outback hospitality while learning of life outside the metropolis 

known as Sydney…or some other much larger NSW Towns.

Image Courtesy of Destination NSW

Bourke is a town of just over 2000 people located in the north-

west of New South Wales, Australia. The administrative centre 

and largest town in Bourke Shire, Bourke is approximately 800 

kilometres north-west of the state capital, Sydney, on the south 

bank of the Darling River which led to the term “the back of 

Bourke” to mean the great unknown. But you’ll be surprised 

to discover a fascinating and exciting inland town with a rich 

historical tradition. 

For a couple of decades from the early 1860s, Bourke and other 

towns along the Darling River became important trading centres 

and transportation hubs. Today, you can walk along the town’s 

heritage trail or visit the Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre. Don’t 

miss a cruise along the Darling River aboard the paddle-boat 

Jandra. 

The first white explorer to encounter the river was Charles Sturt 

in 1828 who named it after NSW Governor Ralph Darling. Having 

struck the region during an intense drought and a low river, Sturt 

dismissed the area as largely uninhabitable and short of any 

features necessary for establishing renewable industry on the 

land.

It was not until the mid-1800s following a visit by colonial surveyor 

and explorer Sir Thomas Mitchell in 1835 that settlement of the 

area began. Following tensions with the local people Mitchell built a 

small stockade to protect his men and named it Fort Bourke after 

then Governor Richard Bourke. This first crude structure became 

the foundation for a fledgling community with a small number of 

agricultural and livestock farms established in the region shortly 

afterwards. 

In this edition, we take a close look at the 
NSW Outback Town of Bourke

The Janda

Bourke Court House
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OUTBACK TOWN OF BOURKE continued

The area truly started to flourish when its location on the Darling 
River had it recognised as a key trade centre, linking the nearby 
outback agricultural industries with the east coast trade routes via 
the Darling River.

Bourke was surveyed for a town in 1869 and soon established 
itself as the outback trade hub of New South Wales with several 
transportation industries setting up branches in the town. By the 
1880s Bourke would host a Cobb & Co. Coach Terminus, several 
paddle boat companies running the Darling and a bridge crossing 
the river that would allow for road transportation into the town and 
by 1885 Bourke would be accessible by rail, confirming its position 
as a major inland transport hub. Like many outback Australian 
townships, Bourke would come to rely on camels for overland 
transport, and the area supported a large Afghan community that 
had been imported to drive the teams of camels. A small Afghan 
mosque that dates back to the 1900s can be found within Bourke 
cemetery.

 

As trade moved away from river transport routes, Bourke’s hold 
on the inland trade industry began to relax. Whilst no longer 
considered a trade centre, Bourke serves instead as a key 
service centre for the states north western regions. In this semi-
arid outback landscape, sheep farming along with some small 
irrigated cotton crops comprise the primary industry in the area 
today.

Back O’Bourke Exhibition Centre

The Back O’Bourke Exhibition Centre brings to life the story of 
Outback NSW & the Back O’Bourke. Here you can enjoy the 
stories of the Inland Sea, the Wool story, the Riverboats, conflict 
& much more. While you’re there, enjoy a Coffee or Tea outside in 
the bush surrounds.

Above & Below: the Outback Exhibition Centre.

 

 

And as is the case in so many isolated locations of Australia, 
Bourke can always count on the peace of mind knowing that 
its Community is protected by the medical services of the Royal 
Flying Doctor.

And when you’re travelling into Bourke, make sure you’re tuned 
into 585 on your AM Dial to hear the best music that Outback 
Radio can deliver.

Welcome to Outback Radio, 2WEB 
The sound of the Outback.

Outback Radio 2WEB is a community radio station.

2WEB broadcasts from Bourke, which is situated in the centre of 
the Far Western region of NSW and is regarded as ‘the gateway 
to the ‘real’ outback’. Our broadcast area covers over 130,000 
sq. kilometres. There are few ‘major centres in the listening 
area but many smaller towns and communities. The population 
fluctuates during the year owing to the seasonal nature of much 
of the industry, however, the estimated static population of the 
listening area is around 100,000 people.

The centre of our listening area is also the point where two of 
Australia’s newest highways meet. ‘The Kidman way’ is the most 
direct route from Melbourne to Darwin and is rapidly gaining 
favour with transport companies and tourists alike. The Kamilaroi 
Highway links Melbourne to Brisbane and has long been the 
standard route for Victorian, South Australian and Western 
travellers alike to make their way in to coastal QLD. 

the volunteer fire fighter  Summer 2015 Page 21



OUTBACK TOWN OF BOURKE continued

Running through the heart of the outback is the Mitchell Hwy, 
which has been the lifeline of the western region for many years 
and now links Sydney with the northern capitals via the fore 
mentioned routes.

The Bourke Shire estimates the vehicles travelling these Highways 
to be in the region of 1000 per day. With seasonal fluctuations, 
the annual figure is in the region of 500,000 vehicles per year.

Whether static or transient, recreational or industrial, there are in 
excess of 100,000 potential listeners in the western region at any 
given time. 2WEB has refined its programming over its lifetime to 
become the preferred station in the outback, and for many of the 
audience for much of the time, 2WEB is the only station available.

Back O’Bourke Tours

Back O’Bourke Tours operates seven days a week departing 
from the Bourke Wharf at 9.30am each day. These locals will 
show you everything you never knew about Bourke, Outback 
NSW & a little bit more! 

For more information phone: 02-6872.4242 or 0427.701570

Poetry on a Plate

You haven’t experienced Bourke until you’ve relaxed beneath a 
Coolabah Tree under the starlit sky, with a campfire of Gidgee 
coals, whilst sharing a scrumptious meal and experiencing some 
exceptional Australian poetry, local stories & music. 

Your hosts at Poetry on A Plate are Andrew Hull & Sarah Goulden 
& between them they ensure a most memorable & enjoyable 
evening.

Sarah takes great pleasure in preparing the slow cooked meals 
and homemade desserts as well as meeting and conversing with 
the guests.

Sara’s Lemon Curd Tart

Andrew is renowned as the “Bard of Bourke” – he’ll have you 
laughing, crying, reflecting & learning about the iconic part of 
Australia.

These two “love what they do, & do what they love”. It’s a night 
out in Bourke that shouldn’t be missed. The show starts at 
6.30pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday night’s at Kidmans 
Camp, North Bourke. The season runs from April through until 
October. Guests are welcome to arrive & settle at 6pm, have 
a chat with others & enjoy a pre-dinner drink by one of the 
numerous fires.

www.poetryonaplate.com.au

The Bourke Bowling Club

Another option for a good meal is the Bourke Bowling Club’s 
Chinese Restaurant. Located at number 3 Mitchel Street.
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OUTBACK TOWN OF BOURKE continued

The Darling River Motel

Whenever you make the journey out to Bourke or you’re just 
passing through, please give consideration to supporting the 
Darling River Motel where you’ll find great hospitality from hosts 
Gary & Ann, you’ll get a hearty breakfast & a good night’s rest.

With Budget, Standard & Executive suites available, it’s only a 
short stroll from Clubs, Restaurants & the Business Centre of 
Town. Pool, Spa & BBQ, it has disabled facilities. 

Located at: 74 Mitchell Street, Bourke. NSW 2840

Contact them on: 02-6872.2288

Web: www.darlingrivermotel.com.au

Image courtesy of Mike Newling; Destination NSW

With grateful appreciation of the team at 
www.visitbourke.com.au

We hope you’ve enjoyed our promotion 

of the Outback Town of Bourke in this 

edition and we thank Destination NSW 

for their support.

NOMINATE YOUR 
NSW TOWN

to us for inclusion in future editions of 
The Volunteer Firefighter Magazine
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WHAT ARE UTQG RATINGS?

UTQG stands for ‘Uniform Tire Quality Grading’. You may 
have noticed markings on the sidewall of your tyres for 
Treadwear, Traction and Temperature; these are UTQG 
ratings.

The UTQG ratings originated in America to allow consumers 
to easily compare the treadwear, traction and temperature 
capabilities of their tyres.

All SUV light duty construction and passenger tyres sold in 
America must, by law, have these ratings marked on the 
sidewall. Some tyres sold in Australia do not carry the UTQG 
ratings so you may not have the information to compare a 
Cooper tyre to your current tyre’s quality.

TREADWEAR

Treadwear grades are an indication of a tyre’s wear rate. The 
higher the treadwear number, the longer it takes for the tread 
to wear down.

Treadwear grades are tested under controlled conditions 
using four vehicles fitted with test tyres that run in convoy. The 
vehicles repeatedly run a specified 640km road course for a 
total of 11,520km. Tread depths are measured every 1,280km 
and the measurements are averaged to give a projected wear-
out life.

A ‘standard’ control tyre is assigned a grade of 100 and 

the treadwear rates of all test tyres are compared to it. For 

example, a tyre grade of 200 should take twice as long as the 

control tyre to wear out.

TRACTION

Traction grades are an indication of a tyre’s ability to stop in 
the wet. A higher grade should allow your vehicle to stop on 
wet roads in a shorter distance than a tyre with a lower grade.

Traction is graded from highest to lowest as AA, A, B and C.

TEMPERATURE

Temperature grades are an indication of a tyre’s resistance to 
heat. Sustained high temperatures (for example, driving long 
distances in hot weather), can cause a tyre to deteriorate, 
leading to blowouts and tread separation.

A tyre’s resistance to heat is graded from highest to lowest as 
A, B or C.

LOAD & SPEED RATINGS

You can check the Load Index and speed rating of your tyre 
by looking at the markings on its sidewall. Using a 225/60R16 
98T tyre size as an example, the 98T at the end is the tyre’s 
service description. The digits (98) represent the tyre’s Load 
Index and the single letter (T) identifies the tyre’s speed rating.

LOAD INDEX

The Load Index is used to compare the tyre’s relative load-
carrying capabilities: the higher the Load Index number, the 
greater the tyre’s load-carrying capacity. Using the same 
example as before, a Load Index of 98 indicates that the tyre 
is able to carry a maximum of 750kg.

It is important to note that the Load Index rating represents 
the load-carrying capacity of tyres inflated to maximum 
psi; this means the load-carrying capacity reduces as tyre 
pressures are reduced.

SPEED RATING

Speed ratings are based on laboratory tests where the tyre 
is pressed against a large-diameter metal drum to reflect its 
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appropriate load and run at ever increasing speeds until the 
tyre’s required speed has been consistently exceeded.

Australian Vehicle Standards rules state that a 4WD 
manufactured with off-road features must have a tyre speed 
rating of N (140km/h) or greater. It is not a legal requirement 
to match the tyre placard’s speed rating as long as it is not 
less than 140km/h. The speed rating must be stamped 
on the tyre.

Speed ratings only apply to tyres that have not been 
damaged, altered, under-inflated or overloaded. 
A tyre that has been cut or punctured no longer 
retains the original speed rating even after 
being repaired.

TYRE TIPS

Just a little care and maintenance can go 
a long way in prolonging the life of your 
tyres and making sure you get the maximum 
usage out of each set. We’ve put together our 
top tips for keeping your tyres in good shape:

• Ensure your tyres are properly inflated. This is one of the 

simplest things you can do to maintain your tyres, and 

probably the most important. Keeping your tyres at the 

right air pressure will help you avoid fast and uneven 

treadwear, improper vehicle handling and excessive 

heat build-up.

• Rotate your tyres at the recommended times. Moving your 

tyres around so that they trade places on your vehicle will 

ensure that they wear out uniformly. Doing this at the 

recommended times can preserve the balanced 

handling and traction of the tyres, prolong 

their lifespan and even give you performance 

advantages.

• Drive in a tyre-friendly manner! You may not 

realize it, but the way you drive can have a lot 

to do with how long your tyres will last and how 

well they perform. Overloading, abrupt braking, 

rapid acceleration and hard cornering are just 

some things to avoid.

With thanks to our  

NSW Ambo’s
It’s timely that as we enter what could be one of our worst ever Bushfire Season’s, we extend our thanks to the Men and Women of 
the NSW Ambulance Service who watch over us when we’re at work. There’s nothing more comforting to know that they’re not far 
away when we’re doing what we do best and as safe as we always operate, sadly there have been and will be times when things 
do unfortunately go wrong

A great initiative of the NSW State Government ten years ago was to deploy 
“NSW Special Operations Ambulance Paramedic Teams” to wherever our 
Volunteers travel to and any other major incidents, especially outside of NSW 
whenever called upon.

It’s a comforting feeling knowing that when you’re doing your job, just look 
over your shoulder because there’s usually a NSW Ambo keeping close watch 
on you!

As we head into Christmas 2015, we wish every NSW Ambulance Officer a Safe 
and Joyous Christmas and as we always say to them; 

Thanks for looking after NSW RFS Volunteers
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The use of a four wheel drive vehicle whether it be for 
recreation or in your work or emergency role can lead to the 
unexpected. That unexpected usually entails the vehicle no 
longer making any forward or reverse progress, to rest of us 
we called it being bogged. 

This can be an embarrassing inconvenience or a life threatening 
situation but the actual extraction of the vehicle places you in far 
more imminent danger. At my four wheel drive training courses 
vehicle recovery is major part of the curriculum, in fact much of 
our corporate work is the result of Work Cover findings into work 
related accidents. Sadly when a winch under load is involved in 
an accident it is highly likely that someone will become seriously 
injured. There is a real chance of dying but the most common 
accident is the loss of fingers. I don’t know about you, but the 
prospect of losing my fingers whilst in the field (or anywhere else 
for that matter) is not high on my Bucket List. 

So here are a few tips on how to avoid possible injury if you are 
ever required to perform a vehicle recovery using a winch. 

I’m going to talk specifically about electric winches but almost 
everything I write here will also apply to hand winches. The very 
first thing to do even before you leave home or the work place 
is to check that your equipment is in working order. Would you 
believe that 25% of vehicles that arrive at my training centre 
to undergo winch handling training have winches that are not 
operational!

There is little else that is more infuriating than free spooling out 
the winch cable to its full length to only find that the electric motor 
in the winch is as dead as a Dodo bird, and you are still bogged. 
So check that the hand controller operates the cable both on the 
out wind and the rewind, check that you actually have the hand 
controller, keep it in safe place and a familiar place, the glovebox 
for example. Electric winches need to source their power from 
your main battery (not the auxiliary battery) this is also your starter 
battery so make sure it is in good working order. If the engine 
has drowned in a river, your eclectic winch is not going to pull 
your vehicle out of its watery grave. An electric winch can flatten 
a good battery in just a couple of minutes unless the vehicle’s 
motor is running so it can re-energize the battery immediately. 

If using wire cable you MUST always wear leather gloves when 
handling the cable, broken strands of wire treat bare skin 
with total disdain and can cut to the bone. If you are about to 
purchase a new electric winch I strongly recommend changing 
the cable over to the synthetic style ropes such as Dyneema 
rope, not only does this avoid the chances of nasty cuts, it is far 
lighter on the front of the vehicle, much easier to haul around 
when setting up and less likely to cause serious injury if it fails 
under load. 

One of the most difficult aspects of operating an electric winch 
is the rotating of the clutch spindle to allow you to free spool 
the cable off the drum. Most clutch spindles turn through 180 

degrees for this to occur, go and try yours now, you’ll see what 
I mean. Some become so tight they simply cannot be moved. 
Whilst this is not a major issue provided the clutch is in the 
engaged position (you just need to drive the cable out using the 
hand controller rather than free spooling), it will be an issue if you 
can disengage the clutch but not re-engage it. 

The equipment that goes together with an electric winch (or 
manual winch) is just as important as the winch itself. So what 
should you have in your recovery kit?

A ground anchor is number one priority, no point having a winch 
if there is nothing to anchor it to. We usually use a solid tree 
(please note I said solid, not one that has a trunk girth of less than 
150mm or one that is dead or one that is hollow with a family of 
white ants gnawing away at it). If you are venturing into country 
where trees don’t exist (any of our deserts for example or Alpine 
areas) then you will need to carry a form of ground anchor. In the 
good old days you could carry 3 star pickets and some rope and 
a big heavy sledge hammer to make a ground anchor. A farmer 
might do this but I don’t know too many Mums and Dads that 
have this gear in the back of their Sahara Landcruiser! There are 
commercial style ground anchors too, mostly great in soft sand. 
But be imaginative, a fellow travelling companion’s 4wd can act 
as a ground anchor if needed. 

Next you will need each of the following:

• A Tree Protector
• Two snatch or pulley blocks
• A winch strap extension (at least 20 metres)
• A 5 metre Drag chain
• A Bridle (or second Tree Protector)
• An assortment of rated shackles, I carry 4 x 3¼ tonne shackles 

and 2 x 4¾ tonne shackles.
• And most importantly an air brake to place over the cable.

Winching Safely
Report by Vic Widman

Goin’ Bush

the volunteer fire fighter  Summer 2015 Page 27



WINCHING SAFELY continued

The set up:

The tree protector goes around the base of the tree, avoid having 
any twists in the strap and keep it low near the base of the tree. 
The angle at the point where the two ends (or eyes) of the strap 
meet should not be greater than 90 degrees, if it is, use your 
second tree protector which is joined using a rated shackle at the 
rear of the tree. The tree protector should be rated at no less than 
4000kg (note all ratings mentioned in this article are for recovery 
of light vehicles only i.e. your typical four wheel drive, not heavy 
fire trucks etc).

One snatch or pulley block should then be attached to the tree 
protector using a rated shackle. This block halves the load on 
the winch and you should always use at 
least one pulley block. The winch cable or 
synthetic rope is passed through the pulley 
and back to the bogged vehicle. 

The winch cable is then anchored to 
the vehicle, it is best to anchor it to 
two designated recovery points on the 
front of the vehicle which are mounted 
appropriately to each chassis rail under 
the front of the vehicle. Never use any 
component that is not designated as a 
recovery point, failure of components under 
load kill people! You can use the bridle 
to form a Vee from each recovery point, 
using rated shackles to attach the bridle to 
the recovery points. These shackles must 
have a minimum rating of 3¼ tonne SWL or WLL (Safe Working 
Load or Working Load Limit) stamped on the bow section of the 
shackle. The hooked end of the winch cable is then attached 
to the Bridle. If the winch is still having difficulty in extracting the 
vehicle you can place the second pulley block at the vehicle and 
run the cable back up to the anchor point, effectively halving the 
load again.

The air brake is placed over both lengths of the cable or winch 
rope, two may be needed (one for each length). There are 
commercially available air brakes or you can use a heavy jacket or 
beach towel tied around the cable. The purpose of this is to drag 
the cable to the ground if it fails under load. A loaded cable that 
whips back when it fails can cut your head off!

The Drag chain and the Winch Strap extension are available to 
increase the length of the recovery cable if the anchor point is 
further away. Use air brakes on winch strap extensions also. 

A couple more tips, never unwind the cable totally off the winch 
drum, keep at least 5 turns of the cable on the drum. Remember 
that once the cable begins to overlap itself it reduces the pulling 
power of the winch, your 8000 kilogram winch will quickly reduce 
to less than a 1000kg with a number of overlapping cable turns 
on the drum, rendering it incapable of extracting your vehicle. 

When operating the winch, the person holding the controller 
should be in charge of the operation, he/she must keep their 
hands at least half a metre away from the fair leads of the winch 

at all times. The winch should be operated 
under load for no more than one minute 
at a time with at least a 30 second rest 
period between each line pull, this allows 
the winch to cool down and the battery to 
recharge. The vehicle with the operating 
winch must have its engine running and it’s 
a good idea to rev the engine a little to help 
put charge into the battery whilst winching. 

Finally a few other points to consider 
when winching, always ascertain why the 
vehicle is bogged in the first place, perhaps 
a little spade work or actually engaging 
four wheel drive might save having to 
winch at all. All spectators should be well 
away, preferably off to the side and at 

least double the distance of the winch cable. When winching it 
is best not to drive the vehicle, but keep it in neutral and have 
the handbrake and foot brake off, skilled drivers might assist 
the winching exercise by allowing drive to go the wheels but the 
trick is to keep the winch cable taut at all times. At the end of the 
winch exercise clean all your gear, service your winch and ensure 
that the steel cable has not become damaged in anyway, its 
always a good idea to re-roll it onto the drum in an even manner 
so it’s ready for your next misadventure. 

Vic Widman is the owner of Great Divide Tours a company which 
conducts 4wd tag-along tours all over Australia and conducts 
one of the Australia’s leading 4wd training courses for more 
details visit his website www.4wd.net.au 
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I have been travelling the Outback 
since 1978 when I purchased my first 
4wdrive, it is fair to say I became 
obsessed with four wheel drive travel.

I embraced the 4wd club scene in Sydney 
being a member of the Subaru Car club 
and the Hornsby Kuring-Gai 4wd club 
and then a founding member of the All-
Wheel Drive Club of Sydney. 

I managed to turn my hobby into a 
business, first writing for 4x4 Australia 
from 1985 to 1990 and then Overlander 
Magazine from 2004. 

In 1990 I took a big step and formed a 
company called Great Divide Tours which 
specialised in leading 4wd tag-along tours 
all over Australia and this was quickly 
followed by the establishment of a 4wd 
driver training centre near the town of 
Braidwood. 

That driver training centre is now 
considered by many to be the best in 
Australia of which I am obviously very 
proud. This is reflected by the fact that 
my clients now include the Australian 
Federal Police, the Defence Force, Parks 
Australia and many more Government 

agencies. The NSW SES also use my 

facility for their driver training.

In addition to the corporate clients I have 

trained in excess of 26,000 Mums and 

Dads in the art of 4wdriving.

In the late 1990’s I wanted to write a book 

on Outback Travel, sadly no-one else 

thought it was a good idea, so I funded 

the whole project and wrote Travelling 

the Outback, it is now in its 2nd Edition 

with several reprints and continues to sell 

across Australia in various book stores.

I have followed this up with a 4wd Manual 

which I was commissioned to write by the 

CSIRO and another book covering 19 of 

my outback tracks, it is known as Classic 

Outback Tracks. 

I have led 4wd tag-along tours to virtually 

every corner of Australia and have 

crossed the Simpson Desert twenty times 

now leading tours. So when I was asked 

to write an article on planning to travel the 

outback I of course said too easy. 

The problem is I don’t have unlimited 

pages which I could easily fill here, so let’s 

just cut to the main points when it comes 

to planning your trip.

Set yourself a goal that is achievable 

within the time frame you have, no point 

having two weeks leave and thinking you 

can see the Kimberley region, it takes 

a week just to drive over there. If you 

decide to visit a place like the Flinders 

Ranges, don’t get side tracked along the 

way and start exploring outback NSW, 

each area deserves a visit in its own 

right, nothing worse than getting to a 

destination and finding you have only one 

day to see a week’s worth of highlights.

Travelling the Outback 
– Summer 2015
Report by Vic Widman
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So choose your location and stick to it, 

next have a look at the weather that is 

likely to occur at the time of your visit. 

No point going to the High Country in 

Winter, all the tracks you will want to use 

will be closed anyway and those that 

aren’t are likely to be impassable due to 

snow or wet conditions. Same applies to 

the outback, don’t visit it in Summer for 

obvious reasons, avoid the Top End in 

the wet season and Tassie in the dead of 

Winter. 

Start reading up on the area you wish to 
visit to gather as much info as you can, 
so you know all the highlights and must 
see locations so you can plan your trip 
and timing around this. 

There is so much information available 

these days to help you with this. Good 

old Google works a treat, there are great 

websites like 4x4 Earth and Exploroz that 
have heaps of information. 

Online travel magazines are a great way 
to do research too and the high quality 
mapping produced by companies like 
HEMA makes trip planning so much 
easier. Some areas may require permits 
to enter and these will need to be applied 
for in advance. Whilst some other areas 
might be best avoided in peak times 
such as Birdsville in the first weekend in 
September, which is Race day, when the 
town’s population goes from 100 to 5000 
overnight. 

I recommend starting your planning 
12 months in advance, this gives you time 
to save the cash needed for the holiday 
and to make the necessary adjustments 
to your four wheel drive and camping 
gear, spread the expenses over a longer 

period and the hip pocket shock will not 
be so bad. 

A well prepared vehicle is critical, as it 
is your means of travel, your home and 
ultimately has to get you back again, so 
identify any niggling issues and get them 
attended to before you head out. 

Like I said, I could write a book on 
outback travel planning, and I did, so if 
you would like more information on how 
to plan your trip and set up your camping 
gear and vehicle for a trip of a lifetime, 
you can contact me at www.4wd.net.au 
to purchase a copy of my book. 

And if all the planning gets too hard, just 
join me on one of my fabulous 4wd tag-
along tours, we go virtually everywhere. 
Above all, have a great time planning and 
executing your next outback trip.
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Take two tablets and call me 
in the morning. 

Well yes we’ve all heard the phrase but does it relate to GPS’s? 

The hot question at the moment is “Should I purchase a tablet 

or buy a dedicated GPS unit?” I’m sure we’re all aware that 

tablets can offer some great features, e.g. large screen = great 

readability. But does it? Ever used an iPad in direct sunlight, not 

so good. But yes they do offer email, web browsing, cameras 

and a host of other apps all at a very competitive price. 

But what are the hidden costs? Well if you have an 

interest in technology and in some cases lots of 

patience then you’ll do well and your “cost” will 

be quiet low. If you’re at the other end of the scale, 

then maybe a tablet is not for you, yet. There are 

two basic tablets around, Android and Apple. 

Android devices tend to be cheaper, have more 

features and come in a wide variety of sizes 

compared to their iPad (apple) competitors. 

The techo’s of the world seem to do well with 

Android devices and not so surprisingly, the non 

techo’s with iPads. 

As far as navigation apps go, there is a wide choice, OziExplorer, 
Mud Map 2, Hema Explorer, Memory-Map, Motion-X, PDF 
maps, Pocket Earth... Each have their own pro’s and con’s, 
e.g. price, use of proprietary format maps, on line or off line 
requirements, interaction with email etc, cloud storage...

Or you could just buy a preconfigured ready to use out of the 
box GPS unit like the VMS Touring 700 with street navigation 
and more topo maps than you know what to do with...

Don’t get me wrong, I wouldn’t be without my iPad. 
But dedicated devices do have their advantages, 

waterproofness, robustness, long battery life to name 
just a few. They work out of the box and to some this is a 

must have. They generally cost more but most non 
DIY products do. 

So there’s the current dilemma, roll your own or 
buy ready-made.

Brian@gpsoz.com.au

Tech tip: If you do decide to buy an iPad, get a WiFi+Cellular 
model. No need to buy a SIM card but these models do 
have an in built GPS which means they can be used outside 
of mobile phone/internet coverage.

Know exactly where you’re lost, 
with GPS equipment from GPSOZ! 
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Aborigines came to Australia and burnt out 
most of the trees and bushes. 

The megafauna starved whilst eucalypts, 
herbs, grasses and mesofauna flourished.

The ancient culture survived an ice age, 
global warming and hugely rising seas, 
forging economies in woodlands and 
deserts.

Europeans doused the firestick, woodlands 
turned to scrub, mesofauna perished, 
megafires and tree-eaters irrupted.

Book Review

FIRESTICK ECOLOGY: 
FAIRDINKUM SCIENCE IN PLAIN ENGLISH BY VIC JURSKIS

Foreword by Professor Peter Attiwill, Melbourne University

Paperback, 370 pages – RRP: $34.95

Foresters rekindled the firestick and greens 
stole it.

Megafires and declines are back with a 
vengeance whilst ecologists dream-up 
reasons not to burn.

Ecological history shows that we must apply 
the firestick frequently, willingly and skilfully 
to restore a healthy, safe environment and 
economy.

You can buy this book at Connor Court 
Publishing.
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In the wildfire world this 
summer, innovations 
are taking place around 
the globe. 

It’s an exciting time to be out on the 
technology frontier as UAV hobbyist, 
University departments and companies 
are all making their way to the starting 
line to this industry soon set to explode 
into territories. This spring I’ve been 
taking a little time out and during this 
time, I consulted with one of these 
contenders. What I discovered is that 
these entrepreneurs are being drawn in 
from varied directions, and this operator 
I‘ve been working with has his own 
unique path. 

His name is Michael McDonald and he 
works as part of the outdoor team who 
build and maintain a network of bicycle 
trails in Williamsburg Virginia. He became 
involved with drones through working in 
the outdoor environment and has been 
developing his idea of putting his hobby 
to use by assisting local agencies in 
resource management. Watching the 
news and seeing wildfires torching up 
around the world, he felt there had to be 
use of his hobby and skills in supporting 
them. But where was he to start? 

After buying a handful of drones with 
varying payloads, Michael began his 
quest by attending an interagency fire 
academy focused on prescribed fires at 
his own cost. He became immersed in his 
basic ground level fire classes and during 
a break in these classes, he brought 
several of his drones out to fly around a 
parking lot to show to other students and 
colleagues.

During this academy he came up with 
the idea to fly his drones on fires, while 
offering a spare monitor he had available 
to share with fire personnel. Combining 
this with his knowledge of the trails, 
his vision would as well offer them the 
chance to see parts of remote fires which 
otherwise firefighters could have trouble 
finding quick access into themselves. His 
operation was basic to start with. He had 

mounted Gro-Pro video cameras on his 
drones and he was excited to supply all 
the images and raw data he could collect 
then with fire management. 

I met Michael soon after this academy. 
I wanted to assist him with his quest to 
come up with ways to make his hobby 
useful for us on fires, other than simply 
offering us the potential for delivering lots 
of video data not tied to coordinates or 
mapping.

A drone sent up to zip around the 
situation could provide real time footage 
which could offer us far more informed 
decision making possibilities for incident 
commanders. So making them useful is 
not really that far off base or impossible. 
In the opening stages of an incident there 
is always a sense of confusion during size 
up which a drone could sure help with 
sorting out. 

Michael and I also worked out on an 
idea that a UAV could be flown around 
the perimeter of a fire to create exact 
mapping GPS tracks as a helicopter 
or ground bound field observer could 
do, but for a fraction of the cost of a 
helicopter solution and less the time than 

it would take them to walk or drive the 

same route. 

This exact perimeter could be then used 

to plot acreage affected and this mission 

could be repeated at select times to 

document incident progression on a fire 

map. 

The UAV with live video feed offers a 

very cost effective airborne method of 

capturing bird’s eye, even continuous, 

views of an incident with the ability to stay 

in touch with the bigger picture a well. 

This ability is important as not all incidents 

have the budgets or time to deploy larger 

aviation units. Using his cameras, and 

combining knowledge from my work 

with introducing military UAS devices 

to fire the summer before, I found it 

would be possible for him to take stills 

or video at strategic locations which 

could be embedded into maps with 

other important tactical data by the way 

of the Situations personnel then made 

easily deliverable to field personnel by 

QR codes downloadable to their smart 

phones. 

UAV Hobbyist and Wildfires
Report by Michael Scott Hill

Mike Hill with one of the drones 
and support equipment.
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UAV HOBBYIST AND WILDFIRES continued

We talked much more too, about the 
tools of trade that would build on his 
idea of one day assisting on fires further. 
An IR camera combined with a normal 
camera preferably with a zoom able lens 
capability, we decided would be the best 
mix to have mounted onboard, each with 
overlaid directional GIS data. We also 
discussed how larger UAVs units with 
larger payloads could add radio repeaters 
which could greatly improve incident 
communications on remote incidents. In 
this same channel of thinking, UAVs could 
carry weather station payloads to keep 
better situational awareness of weather 
conditions across the incident or just in 
problem areas. They could as well be set 
to hover above areas of interest otherwise 
which could be hard to identify.

These are just a few ideas we came up 
with in a short timeframe. I feel it’s critical 
to share our ideas as we all together are 
in the opening phases of this technology 
being adapted to use in our field. 

I acknowledge there people in favor of 
its adaptation and others passionately 
against its adoption into the fire/ incident 
environment. Possible mid-airs and 
airborne spying are among the issues 
commonly thrown up. They are very real 
concerns that need to be addressed and 
can be with the proper oversight and 
policy controls. 

People like Michael McDonald want to 
collaborate and find ways to bring their 
unique hobby to the fire table added with 
their passion to find ways to desperately 
make themselves useful to us. These 
ideas from people like Michael will 
continue to drive these technological 
advancements forward. 

The technologists in this field are gaining 
knowledge and these ideas have 
momentum. This means advancements 
in the not too distant future, will bring 
the time when firefighters and other 
emergency first responders around 
the world, will not be able to imagine 
undertaking their duties without the 
support of their UAVs out gathering data 
on assigned incidents to greatly enhance 
their situational awareness, safety and 
success in their potentially dangerous 
roles.

Australia has decided to embrace 
this emerging technology on their 
fire grounds as their agencies NAFC 

(National Aerial Firefighting Centre), AFAC 
(Australasian Fire Authorities Council) 
along with the Australian Association 
of Unmanned Systems AAUS, and 
the Australian Research Centre for 
Aerospace Automation ARCAA, teamed 
up to present a one-day user-focused 
symposium on the application of 
Unmanned Aerial Systems UAS, now 
known in Australia, as Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft Systems RPAS. 

The purpose of this June 2015 
symposium was to explore how RPAS 
could be used effectively for a range 
of purposes in Fire and Emergency 
Management and to build a better 
understanding of the capabilities that are 
available now and in the near future. I 
believe this is a good start, with the top 

embracing and open to the perspectives 
from a diverse range of opportunities 
which in turn will set up a more team 
driven approach set to drive this 
technology onward to make it the most 
useful it can be, to us all. 

The Australians appear to be open to 
assist in this technological development 
as with this symposium they are reaching 
out across the industry and even to 
hobbyists like Michael McDonald. This 
willingness to embrace so many diverse 
ideas and passions is surely another 
positive step and gives this concept of 
collaboration scalability. 

Mike Scott Hill is also a member 
of NSW RFS & Volunteers when in 
Australia.

A drone in flight.
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From Captain Watkin Tench’s journal

December 27th 1790. Wind NNW; it felt like the blast of a heated 

oven, and in proportion as it increased, the heat was found to 

be more intense. Tench recorded a maximum temperature in 
Sydney that day of 430C. More than two centuries later, the Met 
Bureau declared our Angry Summer of 2013 the hottest ever. By 
coincidence, on 10th July 2013, the centenary of the hottest day 
ever in the world, the temperature at Death Valley, California, the 
hottest place in the world, was 430C. 

Tench continued

But even this heat was judged to be far exceeded in the latter end 

of the following February, when the north-west wind again set in, 

and blew with a great violence for three days. … at Rose Hill, it 

was allowed, by every person, to surpass all that they had before 

felt, either there, or in any other part of the world. … An immense 

flight of bats, driven before the wind, covered all the trees around 

the settlement, whence they every moment dropped dead, or in 

a dying state, unable longer to endure the burning state of the 

atmosphere. Nor did the perroquettes, though tropical birds, bear 

it better; the ground was strewed with them in the same condition 

as the bats.

Imagine the mileage that Tim Flannery and Will Steffen would 
make of such an event were it to happen in Parramatta Park 
today. But even though there were Aboriginal fires burning in the 
sandstone country to the northwest at the same time, they didn’t 
affect the settlement because fuels were low and discontinuous. 
In April, Tench and Governor Phillip went exploring there and 
found nothing but trees growing on precipices. Tench saw a tree 

on fire here and several other vestiges of the natives. Scrambling 

to the top of a hill with infinite toil and difficulty, Tench had an 

extensive view in almost every direction, for many miles. Governor 

Phillip named this pile of desolation Tench’s Prospect Mount.

Tench’s infinite toil and difficulty would pale into insignificance 

against the task that would confront him on this scrubby hill 

today, and the toil would be in vain since his distant objective, 

Richmond Hill, is no longer visible because it is obscured by thick 

scrub (Fig 1).

There was another blow up day on 5th December 1792. Judge 

David Collins wrote –

At Parramatta and Toongabbe also the heat was extreme; the 

country there too was everywhere in flames. Mr. Arndell was 

a great sufferer by it. The fire had spread to his farm; but by 

the efforts of his own people and the neighboring settlers it 

was got under, and its progress supposed to be effectually 

checked, when an unlucky spark from a tree, which had been 

on fire to the topmost branch, flying upon the thatch of the 

hut where his people lived, it blazed out; the hut with all the 

outbuildings, and thirty bushels of wheat, just got into a stack, 

were in a few minutes destroyed.

These fires were obviously in light, discontinuous fuels, and did 

not develop into firestorms. But in January 1994, fires burning 

under similar weather in dense, three-dimensionally continuous 

fuels produced by post-European neglect, were uncontrollable, 

burning more than thirty thousand hectares around Sydney, and 

claiming hundreds of houses and three lives despite the efforts 

of a huge paramilitary style firefighting organisation. The fatalities 

occurred after a fire spotted 800 metres across a river.

When Major Mitchell surveyed the Great Northern Road to the 

Hunter Valley: No objects met the eye except barren sandstone 

rocks, and stunted trees. With the Banksia and Xanthorhaea 

always in sight … The horizon is flat … the whole face of the 

country is composed of sandstone rock, and but partially covered 

with vegetation. He recounted that: on many a dark night … I 

have proceeded on horseback amongst these steep and rocky 

ranges, my path being guided by two young boys belonging to 

the tribe who ran cheerfully before my horse, alternately tearing 

off the stringy bark which served for torches, and setting fire to 

the grass trees (Xanthorhaea) to light my way.

This sandstone country is now so densely shrubbed that it is 

possible neither to run through it nor to ride a horse through it nor 

to view the horizon, even in broad daylight (Fig. 2). 

Megafires, Paramilitaries and 
Global Warming Enthusiasts

Report by Vik Jurskis

Figure 1. Thick scrub obscuring the view where Captain Tench saw 
Richmond Hill in 1791.
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MEGAFIRES, PARAMILITARIES AND GLOBAL WARMING ENTHUSIASTS continued

Figure 2. Scrub where Major Mitchell rode his horse on moonless nights guided by 
burning grasstrees.

Furthermore the old Stringybark’s and grasstrees have 
mostly succumbed to Megafires and disease. The immature 
Stringybark’s have tight bark that cannot be quickly stripped by 
hand for torches, and the young grasstrees have virtually no trunk 
nor skirt of dry leaves that could be lit for illumination. Meanwhile 
noted fire ecologists Ross Bradstock, Dick Williams and Malcolm 
Gill are wondering what causes major fires and to what extent 

can we … influence fire regimes. Gill says Fire ecology and 

management is not rocket science; it is much harder than that.

Ecologists have come up with ridiculous theories that we need 
long intervals between prescribed burns to ‘protect’ scrub that 
grew up after European settlers disrupted Aboriginal burning. 
In fact, lack of burning causes Megafires and extinctions. The 
broad-headed snake is extinct in Ku-Ringai National Park 
because scrub has obliterated its basking areas. We are losing 
grass trees and old eucalypts and banksias. Ecologists have 
ensured the destruction of what they claim to protect. Far worse, 
people are losing their lives as a consequence of bad advice to 
Governments from these ecologists.

After the 2003 fires left a nation charred to its physical and 
spiritual core (Fig. 3), Dr. Alec Costin stood by his advice – hazard 

reduction burning ignores one of the most fundamental resource 

equations that exist with respect to our natural and near natural 

lands: fuel = catchment protection = habitat. … a great deal of 

hazard reduction burning … is absolutely inappropriate … it never 

achieves what it is supposed to achieve, the reduced occurrence 

of devastating wildfires such as we’ve had. They are absolutely 

under the control of prevailing meteorological conditions. …

If any fire starts under those conditions, let alone fires that are 
started by 20 or 30 or 50 almost simultaneous Lightning strikes, 
there is no chance … This has been the history of wildfires in 
Australia and it will continue. 

But Megafires are clearly a consequence of human fire 
management, not bad weather, drought or climate change 
as asserted by green academics and bureaucrats, because 
surrounding well-managed lands did not suffer extreme fires 
despite multiple ignitions at the same time. 

Firestick Ecology: fairdinkum science in plain English explains 
how Aborigines created Australian ecosystems and managed 
them using the Firestick for forty thousand years. It contains 
the recipe for restoring a diverse, healthy, safe and resilient 
environment, society and economy.

* Available online at Connor Court, Amazon, Book Depository and in selected 
bookshops.

Figure 3. This is the outcome of land management as recommended by ecologists.

When you’ve finished reading this magazine, 
please pass it on to your friends.
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So, Marine Rescue NSW…
who are they?

Like past editions of The Volunteer Firefighter, we’re taking a look at fellow Volunteer based Emergency Service Groups 
that work to keep the people of NSW Safe, groups that you might not know much about.

So far we’ve looked at VRA (Volunteer Rescue Association) & the incredible work they do, now its time to give you 
an understanding of the invaluable work that the Volunteers of Marine Rescue NSW do.

Once there was an organisation 
known as;

Australian Volunteer Coast Guard.

Each year Coast Guard Volunteers 
performed thousands of activations. Their 
rescues ranged from assisting sinking 
vessels, vessels with flat batteries and 
other mechanical problems, vessels that 
had run aground and often towing these 
disabled vessels back to a safe harbour.

As well, when emergencies arose, Coast 
Guard was often called upon to perform 
Medivac responses on islands and 
beaches and to provide crucial search 
and rescue functions for persons who 
may have been lost or missing at sea or 
in other waterways.

Their vessels were maintained to 
commercial standards and were always 
ready to respond 24 hours per day, every 
single day of the year. That took a great 
deal of dedication from their Volunteers 
who fundraised the money needed to 
keep those vessels ready to respond at 
any time.

Coast Guard maintained radio safety 
watches along many parts of the 
coastline and some inland waterways 
on VHF, 27MHz and HF frequencies with 
weather reports available on request.

These Volunteers along with their 
vessels, did an amazing job putting to 
sea in sometimes the most atrocious 
conditions you could ever imagine but like 
RFS Volunteers, they did what they did 
because they loved what they were doing 
for the people of NSW.

And then there was also an organisation 
known as;

Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol.

The Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol, 
Australia’s first Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Organisation. It was the largest Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Organisation in NSW 
which had 25 bases spread from Eden 
to Byron Bay & provided a fleet of 46 
lifeboats for emergency response to 
the needs of the ever-growing boating 
community. 

In addition to emergency search and 
rescue operations, the Coastal Patrol 
undertook extensive public education 
programs to increase the knowledge and 
skills of those who enjoyed boating on 
NSW waterways. Courses they provided 
included Boat Licence Seminars, using 
27MHz Marine Radios, Marine Radio 
Operator’s Certificate of Proficiency 
(MROCP) for VHF and MF/HF Marine 
Radios, Trailer Boat Handling, Coastal 
Navigation and Marine Meteorology.

The Coastal Patrol’s public education 
courses were showing positive effects, 
with the number of incidents requiring 
help remained static in what was an 
environment of ever-increasing boat 
ownership and use.

But they just like RFS Volunteers, they did 
what they did because they loved what 
they were doing for the people of NSW.
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SO, MARINE RESCUE NSW…WHO ARE THEY? continued

And there was one more organisation 
involved which was known as;

VRA (Volunteer Rescue Association) 
Marine Rescue.

 

 
VRA – Brunswick Heads Rescue Boat

NSW VRA had 14 Squads involved in 
“marine rescue” roles. Those squads 
were: Port Macquarie, Point Danger, 
Brunswick, Shoalhaven, Tweed Coast, 
Hawkesbury River Rescue, Nambucca, 
Tuross Head, Narooma, Norah Head, 
Woolgoolga, Wooli, AVCG & RVCP. 

These Squads carried out their role with 
passion & professionalism & enjoyed 
great respect within the cities and 
towns that they operated and like RFS 
Volunteers, they also did what they did 
because they loved what they were doing 
for the people of NSW.

Now moving ahead!

The year is 2009 & Marine Rescue 
NSW is born.

The State’s newest rescue service, 
Marine Rescue NSW was established in 
July 2009, with the support of the NSW 

Government. We officially took to the 
water on New Year’s Day 2010, backed 
by our volunteers’ decades of skill and 
experience. We are not a Government 
agency but a not-for-profit, community-
based organisation.

The organisation brings together 
members from three former marine 
rescue organisations that had long 
served our community with distinction 
– the Australian Volunteer Coast Guard 
Association, Royal Volunteer Coastal 
Patrol and Volunteer Rescue Association’s 
marine fleet – into a single integrated 
service.

The Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol was 
formed in 1937, following a suggestion 
from the Director of Naval Intelligence, 
Commander Rupert Long OBE RAN that 
a group of trained yachtsmen be formed 
as a Naval Auxiliary Service. All members 
were volunteers and in 2009 provided 
marine rescue services from 25 divisions 
in NSW. The Australian Volunteer Coast 
Guard Association was established in 
1961. Modelled on the US Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, the Association and had 17 
bases in NSW. The marine branch of the 
NSW Volunteer Rescue Association was 
formed in 1969 and by 2009 comprised 
of 14 marine units in NSW.

In 2007, the State Government appointed 
the former Deputy Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly, the Hon John Price 
MP, to undertake a wide-ranging review 
of the delivery of Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Services in NSW.

This review, which included widespread 
consultation, identified that the cost of 

membership, operations and training, 

along with vessel and communication 

equipment replacement, was overtaking 

the ability of each organisation to recruit 

and adequately fundraise. The key 

recommendation of this report was the 

establishment of a single, consolidated 

marine rescue organisation.

This was supported by the State 

Government, which appreciated the 

resource efficiencies and improved 

services that could be delivered to the 

boating community.

The Government provided a one-off 

capital payment of $3 million as seed 

funding to help with the cost of setting up 

the new service, including uniforms and 

corporate identification, as well as new or 

replacement vessels or equipment.

The operational fleet includes 12 Rescue 

Water Craft (jet skis), with two involved in 

separate recent serious incidents in which 

five lives were saved. 

Marine Rescue NSW was formally 

incorporated on July 1, 2009 and its 

operational launch was on January 1, 

2010 with our volunteers taking to the 

water in new royal blue uniforms on 

vessels bearing our new distinctive red 

and white livery.

Marine Rescue NSW is this State’s official 

accredited volunteer marine rescue 

service. 

Our role is succinctly described as: 

“Volunteers saving lives on the water”.

Narooma’s Bar Beach practising lifesaving retrievals of simulated casualties involved in boating accidents on 
Narooma Bar.
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SO, MARINE RESCUE NSW…WHO ARE THEY? continued

The organisation’s core responsibilities 
include:

• Emergency search and rescue

• Marine radio communications

• Operating the State’s only Log On 
service for recreational boaters and

• Boating safety education

We provide a marine safety net for more 
than 1.5 million people in NSW who enjoy 
recreational boating in over 225,000 
recreational vessels.

We have more than 3,000 volunteer 
members who operate from 45 bases 
along the NSW coast and key inland 
waters.

MRNSW responds to about 70% of 
all boating emergencies in the largest 
recreational boating community in 
Australia.  

In 2014-15 this involved more than 3,000 
boats carrying over 5,600 men, women 
and children who met some kind of 
trouble on the water – a quarter of which 
were serious life-threatening emergencies.

$14 million in fleet 
replacement program

MRNSW has devoted significant 
resources to an ambitious fleet 
modernisation program to ensure our 
volunteers have safe, reliable and up-to-
date vessels for their vital life-saving work.

Over 60 new or substantially refurbished 
rescue vessels have been delivered at a 
cost of more than $14 million. 

The newest vessel to join the fleet is 
Cottage Point 30, an 11.5m, $470,000 
Sailfish catamaran serving Sydney region 
boaters on Cowan Creek, the mouth of 
the Hawkesbury River, Broken Bay and 
up to 30 nautical miles offshore. 

• Sailfish Catamaran 11.9m length, beam 
3.8m, displacement 8000 kgs, design 
speed 28 knots, maximum persons – 
12,  Power – twin Suzuki 300 HP Four 
Stroke Outboards, Fuel Capacity – twin 
700 litre tanks, consumption – 60 l/p/h 
each engine @ 15 knots.   

 

Vessel: Cottage Point 30

Electronics fit-out: 
• 3 X Ray Marine “e” series 

Chartplotters/Radar systems

• Radio Direction Finder (RDF)

• Forward Looking Infrared 
(FLIR) Camera

• Cameras forward and aft

• Loudspeakers

• Emergency Lights

• Radio’s: VHF, DCN, 27MHz and UHF 
radios. 

The operational fleet includes 12 Rescue 
Water Craft (jet skis), with two involved in 
separate recent serious incidents in which 
five lives were saved. 

The MRNSW radio communications 
network is the only marine radio service 
available for recreational boaters in 
NSW and those passing through NSW 
waters from other states or overseas. 
Operating this vital network is a significant 
responsibility.

Fundraising still vital to 
Marine Rescue volunteers

MRNSW is fortunate to receive valuable 

financial support from the NSW 

Government in the form of direct funding 

of some $1.6 million and the boating 

community, which contributes about 

$6 million from a modest levy on boat 

registrations and boat drivers’ licences. 

With an annual budget target of $14 

million to provide a first-class emergency 

response, safety training and marine 

radio communications service MRNSW is 

still heavily dependent on its volunteers’ 

energetic fundraising.

New Marine Rescue 
mobile App 

The free Marine Rescue App, released in 

March 2015 enjoyed immediate success 

with more than 8,300 downloads in the 

first six months. The Marine Rescue 

App was developed specifically for NSW 

waters and conditions, and is suitable for 

both Apple and Android mobile devices.Vessel: Cottage Point 30 launched July 2015.
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SO, MARINE RESCUE NSW…WHO ARE THEY? continued

The App is the only one that allows 

boaters to Log On directly with MRNSW, 

which also helps our radio operators to 

deal expeditiously with boaters who Log 

On using the traditional marine radio 

process. 

The Marine Rescue App is a great 

advance for boating safety, providing 

boaters with a range of valuable safety 

tools and information that could help save 

lives in an emergency.

The Marine Rescue App connects 

boaters quickly and simply with our 

network of more than 3,000 trained 

search and rescue experts.

MRNSW operates the State’s only Log 

On service, which gives boaters the 

peace of mind of knowing someone 

responsible knows they’re out on the 

water, where they’re headed and when 

they’re planning to return so a search can 

be swiftly mounted if they’re overdue. 

It also offers boaters the choice of an 
extra live safety tracking option, updating 
their position in our system every 
30 minutes.

Every minute counts in an emergency 
on the water so knowing where to start 
searching for someone who is missing 
can mean the difference between life and 
death.

Marine Rescue NSW stresses that the 
App does not replace EPIRBs or marine 
radios and boaters should still ensure 
they carried all required equipment 
to immediately summon help in an 
emergency.

The Marine Rescue App provides boaters 
with a range of other useful resources, 
including:

• latitude and longitude coordinates

• tide, wind and weather conditions

• a safety checklist for before you head 
out

• emergency call procedures and

• information on MRNSW

2014-2015 statistical 
snapshot 

In 2014/15, MRNSW’s volunteers were 

kept busy assisting and protecting the 

boating community:  

Vessels rescued 3,001

(Inc life threatening rescues) 775

People on board 5,628 

Total radio calls responded to 310,324

Vessel Log-Ons 70,243

Volunteers 3,000

Units 45

Marine Rescue NSW

Just like with the RFS, Volunteers working 

freely and giving their all doing incredible 

work to protect the people of NSW.
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Realistic Safe Smoke and Live Fire Training Equipment
Australian Government Approved, NATO Endorsed & Certified ISO9001:2000 Certified – Fire & Smoke Machines for Training & Smoke Testing.

Safety training in dangerous environments is one of the hardest tasks 
to achieve especially when you are in a fire or Smoke environment. 
Smokeshield Australia have worked tirelessly to ensure that our Fire 
Safety Training smoke machines create the most realistic fire training 
scenario and fire safety training equipment is totally safe.
In fact our Fire Safety Training smoke machines are the safest way to 
create a Smoke test and it is the safe way to undertake smoke tuition.
Our smoke generators are the ONLY purpose built machines for 
the Fire Safety training Industry and cannot be compared to or with 
entertainment forgers.
The design of our Fire Safety Training machines in combination to 
our unique water based fluid ensures that the smoke has the longest 

hang time making our unit very economical and reproduces the most 
realistic smoke environment to test in.
Our units have many safety features including being water resistant 
and the safety officer can control the units varying output of smoke 
density and have built-in timer controls to achieve any scenario.
The safety of the trainee and trainer is of utmost priority and together 
with the safety of the training and surrounding area. Under OH&S 
legislation you are obliged to provide, safety in machinery, substances, 
systems of work and instructional environments.
Using special food grade glycol and water based fluids our Fire Safety 
Training smoke machines produce a smoke test that is totally safe if 
inhaled, and is safe and easy to handle.

Visit our website to view the complete range and specifications of our training equipment

www.trainingsmoke.com.au
Smokeshield Australia Pty Ltd   Ph: 03 9501 7300   Email: info@trainingsmoke.com.au

Smoke Machines for Fire Training
Our training products are designed to be effective in fire safety 
training and come in all different sizes to suit your personal training 
needs. They also include such safety features as water resistance, 
varying out-put levels, and built-in timers. We have a comprehensive 
range of smoke machine training products and accessories.

Training Equipment for Realistic Live Fire Training
At TRIFIRE we have one aim to enable successful fire training worldwide no matter if your 
business is procurement of fire training or the training itself. To us, successful fire training 
begins with a realistic fire, also in locations where this is normally near impossible due 
to safety precautions. Successful fire training should also be easy, safe and efficient to 
conduct and you should be able to carry out training sessions where people work, live or 
go to school. Finally, fire training should meet environmental standards anywhere in the 
world by avoiding air and soil pollution as well as any other negative environmental impact.

Trifire has a comprehensive range of Live Fire Training Products.

Applications  Our equipment is used with complete confidence in some of the most sensitive areas of Military, Aviation, Marine, Telecommunications 
Facilities just to name a few enabling the most complete fire training of personnel in complete safety to both personnel and equipment. The fluid and 
fog machines meet the strictest quality control and is ISO9001 certified. The fluid also meets and exceeds the strictest Military Specifications.

Trainer 101
Fully portable

Battery operated

Trainer 201
500 cubic metres 
fill in 60 seconds

Trainer 401
1000 cubic metres

of smoke in 60 seconds

Trainer X-Stream
5000 cubic metres

of smoke in 60 seconds



The Free Dictionary defines a drone as a male bee that is 
characteristically sting-less, performs no work and produces no 
honey.

In a technological context a drone is an un-manned aircraft, more 
formally referred to as a UAV (Un-manned Aerial Vehicle).

Benefits

Without consideration of the big picture for drone use in the RFS I 
believe the main benefits to a small brigade such as Nerrigundah, 
with our steep wooded challenging terrain would be:-

• The ability to get an initial “periscope view” of a fire in the local 
challenging terrain to form a “Plan of Attack”.

• The ability to ascertain the success or otherwise of Hazard 
Reduction Burns.

• As a “Hot Spot” finder in mopping up operations.

• As an initial Fire Spotting tool.

• As a training resource and an aid to de-briefing sessions.

There are, of course, major differences between someone such 
as myself using a personally owned and operated drone and the 
RFS owning and operating its own equipment.

Some Rules

The following are some ideas of how a small brigade might own 
and operate a drone. I see a need for differentiation between 
rules and procedures relating to small remote brigades and those 
that may be developed for centrally operated drones and made 
available at times of large scale

• A set of basic knowledge, skills and limitations of use to be 
developed by the RFS in conjunction with CASA.

• A lower level set of knowledge and skill level requirements to be 
developed at a district level along with operational procedures 
agreed between Brigade and District Office.

• Permission for a brigade to own and operate a drone to be 
sought from the local District Office prior to any acquisition.

• Ownership and operation to be formally supported by a 
majority of brigade members.

• Promotion of the use and advantages of drones to be carried 
out within the community prior to any formal utilisation.

• Brigade to make the initial purchase and maintain equipment 
from grant or other funding.

• Responsibility for ownership and operation of the drone within 
a brigade to be with someone who can demonstrate to the 
Brigade members and District as having existing skills and 
knowledge of the technology and the risks involved.

• Any use of the drone at or near an incident or hazard reduction 
to be with the knowledge and permission of the Captain, 
Incident Controller and the State Air Desk.

• Zero use of the drone where a piloted aircraft is airborne in the 
vicinity.

• All flights of a brigade-owned drone to be logged whether 
operational, training or recreational.

• Any video or still shots taken at hazard reductions or incidents 
to be treated as secure information and only made available to 
the media after appropriate permission has been granted by 
the District Office.

My Experiences

My interest in drones came from a desire to improve my bird 
photography and a desire to be able to get a “periscope view” 
of surrounding steep wooded terrain in the fire season. From the 
outset I could see a major benefit in utilising this technology in a 
range of ways for firefighting.  

I made contact with the RFS Aviation Coordination and Planning 
Unit to get an idea of where the organisation was going with 
drone technology.  The cordial response received in October 
2014 advised that there were ongoing discussions and trials 
proceeding with CASA (Civil Aviation Safety Authority) to navigate 
a way forward through Federal Legislation.  I was advised to “Put 
my idea on Hold”.

Not surprising I suppose, due to the numerous UAV incursions 
over fire grounds by non-RFS drone pilots. I should point out that 
at no time have I found a desire to be able to get a “periscope 
view” of surrounding steep wooded terrain in the fire season.

From the outset I could see a major benefit in utilising this 
technology in a range of ways for firefighting.  

DRONES AND SMALL 
REMOTE BRIGADES

Report by Laurie Edebohls – Secretary, Nerrigundah Rural Fire Brigade

Drone hovering above ground level
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DRONES AND SMALL BRIGADES continued

Whilst I already had some basic camera skills my knowledge 
of drone technology was practically zero until I researched the 
rapidly-evolving topic on the Net.  I soon got sucked in by the 
euphoria and decided I had to dip a toe in the water by getting 
a small drone in order to gain a few basic skills.  I purchased a 
tiny drone that fitted in the palm of the hand and came complete 
with an internal video camera all for less than $60.  It took me 
some time to master flying this thing around the yard but once I 
grasped the basics and produced some reasonable video, I was 
hooked and started planning for a more serious drone.

My thinking was that I should get hold of a machine with the 
flexibility to expand functionality as I got more involved and not 
to lock myself into something where I couldn’t upgrade cameras 
or operational capabilities later on. I also wanted to purchase 
something that was “Ready to Fly” so I didn’t have to get too 
involved with the technology. 

With this in mind, I settled on a Quadcopter with the following 
options:

• Naza-M autopilot system that provides self-levelling and altitude 
holding capabilities.

• FPV (First Person View) package – a ground-based monitor 
screen that provides a live aerial video view from the drone via 
wireless link as well as an overlay of various flight information.

• IosD Mini – a module that accesses on-board flight data 
information (such as altitude) for direct transmission to ground 
FPV screen. 

• HD-3D gimbal – a 3 axis gimbal that provides camera 
stabilisation for smoother videoing.

• Camera positioning function – Remote control of camera 
panning in the vertical axis.

• GoPro Hero3+ Black Edition Camera

The term “Ready to Fly” is used pretty loosely by the suppliers 
and the instructions on the Net are mostly module-based and 
not in any sequential order.  Couple this with some interesting 
translation to English and there are plenty of mistakes to be 
made.

My first flight (without camera and gimbal) actually went very 
well and I was surprised at the ease of maintaining steady flight 
compared with fighting the controls of the mini drone in a slight 
breeze to keep it airborne.  So keen was I to get some video 
rolling that I wired the mini drone under the larger machine and 
sent the whole show aloft.  Worked fine but there was obviously a 
need to refine things a bit before anyone saw the contraption.

I subsequently mounted the GoPro camera and gimbal at the 
front, clear of the landing gear and nervously took to the air.

It all went very well but there were now more things to worry 
about and more things to learn about such as increased battery 
drain, different flight modes, different control modes and “failsafe” 
modes that had been pre-programmed to operate in situations 
such a low battery on the control transmitter. 

Up Up & Away
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DRONES AND SMALL BRIGADES continued

I subsequently mounted the GoPro camera and gimbal at the 
front, clear of the landing gear and nervously took to the air.

It all went very well but there were now more things to worry 
about and more things to learn about such as increased battery 
drain, different flight modes, different control modes and “failsafe” 
modes that had been pre-programmed to operate in situations 
such a low battery on the control transmitter.

After some months of experimentation and a few heavy landings 
I’m now enjoying the ability to fly around our property or climb 
to around 400 feet and get a panoramic view of the surrounds, 
recording both video and still shots whilst optionally locked in 
position with GPS.

A sample of a panoramic view using the above gear and locked in 
position with GPS at a height of about 50 metres can be seen at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtzVaOXebvU

Pending the introduction of any policies for RFS drone operations, 
I’ll continue to content myself with Sport & Recreation Flying as a 
private citizen.

Latest Information

In July 2015 I was advised that we do have an RFS policy on 

drone usage. It’s a draft Interagency Aviation SOP (Standard 

Operating Procedure) that has been in place for about a year 

now. I have so far been unable to locate this information.

An interpretation of Drone Laws in Australia as at August 2015 

can be viewed at http://www.rpastraining.com.au/casr-101-uav-

drone-legal-or-illegal

Links to examples of brigades using UAV technology

https://www.youtube.com/embed/qA3SEzNP4sY?autoplay=1

Video link accessible from: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Narrandera-Fire-Rescue-

NSW-Station-400/992595824102049

I hope you all find this article of interest.

If you would like to be a member, 

simply visit our website or fill out the membership 

form on page 56 and mail to 

VFFA Membership at 

PO Box 202, Cooma NSW 2630 

Become a VFFA MemberBecome a VFFA Member

www.volunteerfirefighters.org.au
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Introduction

No matter how attentive and 
conscientious you are about observing 
health and safety rules on the fire ground, 
at the brigade station, attending training 
sessions, conducting fund raising or 
assisting with community education 
programs the potential for workplace 
injuries is ever-present. Injuries that seem 
insignificant at the time of the incident, 
can turn into a long term battle to gain 
financial assistance to cover the cost of 
medical expenses because we did not 
fill in an injury/accident incident report. 
After reporting the incident to your next 
higher in command or who is supervising 
the activity, source yourself at the earliest 
opportunity (within 48 hours usually) a 
Report of Workplace Injury or Illness 
form and complete it thoroughly and 
comprehensively. Before passing it onto 
your supervisor ensure you keep a copy 
of the report and when you have passed 
it on ensure you follow up on a regular 
basic to ensure the correct processes are 
being followed.

Not only can these injuries put members 
at risk of hospitalization – or even death 
– it also can reduce the team productivity 
and adversely affect team morale. 
Team vigilance at all levels is critical in 
maintaining a safe environment and 
preventing accidents from happening.

If you are aware of a dangerous situation 
or know of someone doing a dangerous 
act that could cause serious injury or 
death to persons and you do not stop or 
attempt to cease the activity you are not 

conducting due diligence and you may 
be liable under Work Health and Safety 
Act 2011.

Case History

A recent case was presented by a current 
RFS Volunteer to a VFFA Executive 
Meeting and it showed the utter 
frustration of a Volunteer being injured 
on the fire ground. The Volunteer’s injury 
was an ongoing one & over the years 
the RFS had accepted every medical 
certificate from the treating doctor 
allowing the Volunteer to go on the fire 
line with restrictions in place as per the 
certificates, Work Cover also accepted 
the certificates. The Volunteer recently 
needed to have surgery which had the 
Volunteer requiring four months of work. 
Although the Volunteer was entitled to 
workers compensation payments, there 
was still quite a significant short fall 
compared to their regular income.

The Volunteer called the RFSA after 
reading an article in the Bush Fire 
Bulletin Magazine re: Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) between the 
RFS and the RFSA concerning workers 
compensation for injured Volunteers, 
which offered possible further assistance 
to injured Volunteers outside the workers 
compensation act and is assessed on a 
case by case basis. 

The MOU was signed off on by the RFS 
Commissioner, Shane Fitzsimmons and 
a past President of the RFSA, Brian 
McKinlay. 

The RFSA encouraged the Volunteer to 
apply for assistance through the RFS, 
so they did and then regretted it. The 
RFS told the Volunteer that they knew 
nothing about the Memorandum of 
Understanding. The Volunteer did not 
accept this and kept on pushing the fact 
that they should be aware of the MOU 
particularly as the MOU had been signed 
off on by the RFS Commissioner and they 
just wanted a Yes or No answer to their 
request.

The RFS ended up making the Volunteer 
jump through many hoops and even told 
the Volunteer that they were no longer 
allowed to return to the fire ground or 
get into a tanker…..even though the 
Volunteer had a medical certificate, 
which stated that they were fit for most 
firefighting duties. The Volunteer was 
told at one stage by the RFS, that if 
they wanted any chance of being able 
to return to the fire ground, they need 
to go and have an Ethos Health Medical 
Assessment done through their treating 
doctor for which the RFS organises. The 
Volunteer did everything that the RFS 
asked them to do in regards to getting 
supposed assistance under the MOU. 

It took 18 months for the RFS to 
eventually tell the Volunteer that in 
order to get possible assistance under 
the MOU, they needed to be sent for 
a medical assessment, which must be 
carried out by a doctor organised through 
the RFS even though the volunteer had 
already been sent for several medical 
assessments by Work Cover. 

The case presented and demonstrated 
the Volunteers resolve to stay with their 
conviction that they were in the right and 
they were not going to quit until the full 
process of the review was conducted 
and the required outcome was achieved. 
With the threat of losing their fulltime job 
and not being able to attend their normal 
workplace due to surgery from the RFS 
workplace injury, it was now becoming 
increasingly paramount that this incident 
investigation be completed. But as each 
request from the RFS was completed 
by the Volunteer, yet another surfaced 
to be actioned and more information 
was required and more frustration was 
experienced and so it went on.

Workplace Injury
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WORKPLACE INJURY continued

After many interviews, phone calls, emails 
and medicals expert visits, perseverance 
and the fact that the Volunteer paid for 
their own physio assessment proving to 
the RFS that they could do firefighting 
activities finally won out for the Volunteer 
and the Volunteer was allowed back on 
the tanker with some medical exemption. 

During this 18 month period, the 
Volunteer felt as is the RFS wanted them 
to just leave…..but the Volunteer refused 
to do this purely based on principal. The 
Volunteer ended up telling the RFS what 
they could do with their supposed MOU 
after having a meeting with several RFS 
HQ staff who disclosed that the MOU 
itself, was still a working process. 

Full credit has to go to this Volunteer 
for not giving up and resigning from the 
RFS, it’s a good example of what can be 
achieved if you have the determination 
and grit.

What can you do in the 
mean time?

Just because you cannot work on the 
fire ground until you are declared fit, this 
does not mean you can’t attend training 
such as courses, conducting training 
lessons and assisting with the day to day 
activities of the brigade. To stay active 
within in your RFS team environment is 
what will keep you focused and remain 
a valuable member. It’s all too often that 
circumstances such as these are strung 
out as long as possible to frustrate the 
Volunteer in giving up and resigning from 
the RFS and then the problem no longer 
requires further investigation.

Other workplace injuries

Injuries in the workplace cover many 
topics not just ones that we can see.

These also include fatigue and stress.

Fatigue

If someone is pushed or pushes 
themselves beyond reasonable limits to 
stay on top of the workload, the results 
often are physical and mental exhaustion. 
This translates to impaired judgment, 

slower reflexes in operating machinery 
or motor vehicles, a delayed response to 
emergency situations and inattention to 
details and instructions. An example of 
this is working your normal fulltime job of 
8-12 hours then turning out to a callout 
that may require to you drive a tanker to 
an incident or deployment when you have 
not have had a sufficient rest period. You 
are now in that exhaustion zone where 
your body reflexes are affected, your 
response at a critical time could mean 
the difference between life and death. It is 
your decision alone that dictates whether 
you are fit to carry out your duties and 
this comes down to ‘being responsible for 
your own actions’.

Stress

Stress is a natural human response to 
pressure when faced with challenging 
and sometimes dangerous situations. 
That pressure is not only about what’s 

happening around us, but also about 
demands we place on ourselves. There 
are many different ways to deal with 
stress, once you understand the causes. 
Don’t let stress hijack your life. 

Learn the signs and causes of stress 
overload and what you can do to help 
yourself. Stress can come from any 
situation or thought that makes you feel 
frustrated, angry, nervous, or anxious.

You’re getting sleepy.

Very sleepy.

At the count of three, 

you will not wake up.
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GPSOZ have been in the GPS and Navigation business for the last 
13 years. They offer specialist services covering everything from custom 
GPS solutions to onsite training.

They offer online ordering with no issue of shipping anywhere in Australia.

If you’re not sure what to purchase, then just give Brian & Kirsten a call 
on 02 9999 2313 and you’ll be pleasantly surprised at the knowledge and 
products they possess.

The VFFA highly recommends GPSOZ who have been supporting 
Volunteer Firefighters and their Brigades for many year now.www.gpsoz.com.au
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At a time when Australians are being 
urged to be more innovative and where 
(in particular) our bushfire authorities are 
groping to deal with disastrous bushfires, 
it is revealing to recall the development 
of aerial fuel reduction burning, and its 
contribution to bushfire management. 
The lighting of prescribed burns from 
aircraft was an Australian initiative, and 
one of the great contributions to wildfire 
management. Its implementation in 
forests across the country in the mid-
late 1960s heralded a 25-year period 
when Australian bushfire scientists and 
managers were the foremost in the world.

The story of this initiative is told in a newly 
published book (Underwood, 2015). 
The research and first burns took place 
in WA, a response to the devastating 
bushfires of 1961. The first burn took 
place in the Pingerup State Forest, south-
east of Shannon River, fifty years ago in 
November 1965.

Within a few months, aerial burning had 
commenced in eastern Australia. The 
first took place over Easter 1967 in the 
Brindabella Mountains on the NSW/ACT 
borderlands. Two of the men responsible 
for that burn later became the doyens of 
bushfire science in Australia: Phil Cheney, 
who planned the burn and navigated the 
aeroplane that did the lighting, and David 
Packham who was responsible for the 
design of the incendiary capsules and 
the bombing machine that made aerial 
burning possible. Both Phil and David 
have since become household names 
within the Australian and international 
bushfire community.

Phil Cheney recalls those first burns: 

I carried out the first aerial burn in the 
Brindabella Ranges west of the ACT at 
Easter 1967, only about fifteen months 
after the first burn at Pingerup in WA. 
The burn was conducted in an area 
leased to the ACT by NSW after the 
1939 fires to allow for fire protection 
measures to be implemented to protect 
Canberra. The area was known as Flea 
Creek, just west of Mt Coree, and was 
very rugged. David Packham helped us 
source and modify an aircraft to take 
the incendiary priming machine.

This was the same machine used in 
WA. In fact there was only the one 
bombing machine in Australia at that 
time and it travelled widely. The aircraft 
we used was a DeHaviland Beaver 
which had one massive 9 cylinder 
rotary engine up front and which David 
was confident would not break down 
over mountain country.

We had no line markers or navigational 
aids. I determined the ignition grid using 
McArthur’s burning guide corrected 
for slope. I hand-sketched the flight 
lines around the contours on a 1: 50 
000 topographic map and, with the 
pilot, navigated visually on topographic 
features. The pilot was an experienced 
crop-dusting pilot and had a pretty 
good sense of spacing. My Technical 
Assistant Brian Sellers was the 
bombardier.

We had an excellent burn with about 
15% scorch but we closed Canberra 
airport for a day. “Farmers burning-off in 
NSW” was the line we adopted.

Regular fuel reduction burning was 
carried out in the lease area over the 
next 10 years, until the ACT Emergency 
Fire Service handed the area back 
to NSW, who immediately made it 

a National Park. The Park Service 
immediately stopped all fuel reduction 
burning. In 2003 this was the area 
where lightning strikes developed in the 
heavy fuels and resisted suppression 
efforts for 10 days of relative mild 
weather until extreme weather blew the 
fire into the ACT on January 18, killing 4 
people and burning 500 homes.

I also conducted the first aerial burns 
for the NSW Bushfire Council on 
Vacant Crown Land in the South Coast 
Mountains west of Moruya and Bega in 
1967 and 1968. The local Fire Control 
Officer Danny Christopher later told me 
he credited these burns with saving the 
township of Bega from an extensive 
bushfire of the spring of 1968.

I was a District Forester in WA during the 
evolution and early implementation of 
aerial burning. Looking back on those first 
aerial burns of fifty years ago, two things 
strike me.

Firstly how quickly the whole thing 
evolved. The entire thing was taken from 
a concept, literally an idea sketched 
out on the back of a beer mat, to a 
large scale operation and routine part of 
management within five years.

Early Days of Aerial Burning
Report by Roger Underwood

Cessna 337 bombing aircraft used in the first aerial burns using the Packham incendiaries and bombing machine. 
(Photo credit Alan Edwards)
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EARLY DAYS OF AERIAL BURNING continued

Secondly, it was seat of the pants stuff. 
Although by then we had a good handle 
on grid burning using forest workmen 
walking through the bush lighting spot 
fires to a pre-determined pattern, the first 
aerial burns were more like a scene from 
the First World War We used second-
hand aircraft adapted to the purpose 
from other jobs (the Cessna 337 used 
in the first burns in WA had previously 
been a spotter for whalers off the south 
coast). Unlike Phil Cheney, who flew in the 
Brindabella burn by eye, in WA we used a 
grid pattern of parallel flight lines. Initially, 
the start and finish of the flight lines were 
marked with hydrogen balloons attached 
to fishing line, assisted by flares fired from 
a Verey Pistol. The Verey pistols were 
actually World War I vintage, and had 
been acquired from Army Surplus.

The aircrew (navigator and bombardier) 
were forestry staff who volunteered for 
the job and basically taught themselves. 
They took their lives in their hands every 
time they flew. The pilots also had a 
streak of dare-devil, but most of them 
were experienced Ag pilots, or ex-air 
force. One of the latter had actually flown 
a Spitfire during the Battle of Britain. 
The Mark I bombing machine looked 
like something out of an early Dr Who 
episode, or a contraption designed by 
Heath Robinson. The incendiary capsules 
were fed into the machine and injected 
by hand. Sometimes a primed capsule 

would jam, so the bombardiers always 
carried a short length of broom handle, 
which was used to poke out the offending 
incendiary before it set the plane on fire. 

The Packham incendiaries were 
ingenious. They comprised a plastic 
vial containing a few grams of Condys 
Crystals. When injected with a measured 
dash of glycol, a chemical reaction would 
commence, resulting a few seconds later 
in a hot fire. The big thing was to ensure 
the capsule was on the ground before 
this happened. Basically this meant that 
the aircraft flew only about 150 feet above 
the tree tops.

For that first generation of burns, 
we would set up a mini-Large Fire 
Organisation. There would be a control 
point and a Controller and a Fire Boss. 
Sectors were nominated, each with its 
Sector Boss and forestry crews, and 
in the karri country there would always 
be a D6 on standby on a low loader 
at the control point, just in case. The 
expectation was that at least once or 
twice every burn a capsule might land 
on the wrong side, or fire behaviour 
might exceed the prescribed intensity, 
necessitating suppression action.

The amazing thing was that it all worked. 
Within a year of the first trial burn at 
Shannon River in 1965, the Forests 
Department had an annual aerial burning 

program of nearly 100,000 hectares. By 
the early 1970s this was up to 300,000 
ha a year. Almost the entire forest estate 
was on a 6-8 year burning rotation. This 
persisted until the mid-1990s and was the 
main reason WA enjoyed freedom from 
serious bushfires for almost a generation. 
As a District Forester at the time, bushfire 
management was my Number One 
priority, and the aerial burning program 
took precedence over every other aspect 
of the annual works program.

Incidentally, the seat of the pants stuff 
was soon over. By the early 1970s, David 
Packham and others had overseen a 
significant evolution in the technology. 
We now used a Brittain Norman Islander 
aircraft and it was fitted with the Mark II 
bombing machine with automatic priming 
and greatly improved safety. Aircrew had 
refined their skills and their teamwork 
and had become highly professional. On 
the ground the flight line marker vehicles 
employed a sophisticated system of 
radio beacons which provided the pilot 
with both a backsight and a foresight for 
each line. Burns would go off with military 
precision.

I recall that at that time we were doing 
six or eight aerial burns in our district 
alone every year, covering 30,000 ha 
or more. By the time we got around to 
the second and third rotation it became 
a relatively simple operation. The Large 
Fire Organisation was no longer needed; 
a burn usually involved only a handful 
of staff to oversee operations. For one 
thing, we were always burning light fuels 
(say 6-8 years old) up against even lighter 
fuels (say 1-3 year old). And by then, 
thanks to the research scientists, we also 
had an excellent burning guide, allowing 
us to prescribe and light a burn with great 
confidence.

After the early trials in the ACT and NSW 
overseen by Phil Cheney, aerial burning 
became routine in State Forests in NSW, 
Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania. The 
first operational aerial burn in Queensland 
took place in 1971 on Fraser Island. 
Wide-scale early season aerial burning 
was also adopted in the Kimberley and 
Northern Territory to provide buffers 
against massive late-season fires in the 
northern savannas.

It wasn’t all plain sailing. Three forestry 
officers died in Victoria during an aerial 
burn when the aircraft mysteriously 
crashed. 

The set-up: bombardier Kevin White operating the bombing machine (a Mark II model), navigator Mike Rowell and 
pilot Mike Hislop (partly obscured)
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EARLY DAYS OF AERIAL BURNING continued

Forester Terry Beath, who worked as 
a navigator flying early aerial burns in 
south-eastern NSW, has recalled another 
occasion (Beath, 2014) when disaster 
was narrowly averted:

 ... trouble began when we had almost 
the whole pattern of incendiary devices 
dropped to plan and were on nearly 
the last flight line. This surmounted the 
highest part of the ridge on which [a] 
trig station was located ...as we flew 
towards Wandella Trig we could see 
the mountain range bearing up. But the 
plane wasn’t lifting! And still not lifting! 
I looked at the pilot who was gunning 
the engines and doing what pilots do 
when faced with imminently flying into a 
mountain. The rest of us shat ourselves 
(figuratively). Finally the plane began 
to rise, but just when I thought we had 
made it, it gave a horrible lurch. The 
pilot fought gamely, regained control, 
and we made altitude and crossed the 
ridge. 

It turned out we had clipped to top of 
some trees with our undercarriage. 
I suspect they were Silver Top Ash 
(Eucalyptus sieberi it was in those 
days). Anyway, some of them lost their 
silver tops that day.

We’d had enough. The pilot radioed 
ahead to Moruya airport and arranged 
for a forestry crew to be there waiting 
for us. It seemed a very long flight back 
to the airport...

By the time we got to Moruya they had 
scrambled the local fire brigade, an 
ambulance and the police. We circled 
a few times so they could see if we still 
had wheels and a belly on the plane. 
As it turned out, we were worried about 
not a lot, just a few tree branches 
harvested and transported back to the 
airport.

Then we prepared for the landing. The 
pilot earned his money that day and 
made a perfect landing. Shits were 
trumps all round, but we were on terra 
firma. It was some years later that the 
Pope copied how I kissed the ground 
on landing that day.

The period from mid-1970s to late-1980s 
was the high-water mark for bushfire 
management in Australian forests. Aerial 
burning provided the means to reduce 
fuels at a landscape-level; research had 
provided the scientific underpinning in the 
form of burning guides; forest districts 

were replete with fire-wise field staff who 
could do the job; and the men in the field 
were supported by administrations that 
backed and funded the aerial burning 
program. At the same time, there was an 
aggressive approach to bushfire fighting. 
If a fire occurred, and needed to be dealt 
with, men and machines got stuck in and 
didn’t come home until the job was done. 
Admittedly, this was easier in 5-year old 
than in 25-year old fuels!

Over the years the technology has been 
refined. Helicopters came into vogue, 
GPS replaced beacon operators, new-
fangled incendiaries are used. Efficiency 
increased, although regrettably so did 
costs.

Tragically this highly effective system 
started to unravel in the 1990s and 
almost ground to a halt in the 2000s. 
Fuel reduction burning, especially aerial 
burning, became politically incorrect (it 
was always described by the greens, 
in WA at least, as “firebombing fragile 
ecosystems”). Another problem was that 
people who should have known better 
were seduced into thinking that the 
water bomber could replace the capsule 
bomber, a misconception still in vogue. 
The consequences were soon evident: 
less burning, growing fuel accumulations, 
a focus on suppression instead of 
prevention, unstoppable bushfires.

I am not sure how much aerial burning is 
done in NSW and Victoria these days, but 
clearly it is not enough to be effective in 
controlling large fires. In WA the program 
has survived, but only just, and the area 
burned each year is now back down 
to where it was before aerial burning 
in the 1950s. The massive bushfires in 
the south-west last summer were all 
unstoppable, even under less-than-
extreme conditions, because they were 
burning in long-unburnt fuels in areas 
where the aerial burning program had 
lapsed.

Putting aside dismay at the way 
things have panned out, the Australian 
bushfire community can still look back 
on the innovation of aerial burning 
with pride. The technology and the 
systems developed in the decade 
1965-75 were later adopted in countries 
around the world. It was an astounding 
accomplishment – the whole thing was 
taken from an idea to a fully operational 
program in less than five years. I will 

never forget the spirit of adventure that 
prevailed at the time. The will to make 
the whole thing a success, to pre-empt 
the scourge of the unstoppable bushfire, 
was obvious at all levels. We had 
magnificent leadership from the top, a 
shared objective, and the sort of close-
knit collaboration between administrators, 
research scientists, operations staff, 
firefighters and bushfire and aircraft 
specialists seen only in time of war. 

But the world has changed. I doubt we 
would have a snowball’s of getting an 
aerial burning program off the ground 
today. The environmentalists would foam 
at the mouth, conjuring up images of 
Vietnam and Hiroshima, the pollies would 
vacillate trying to perceive which way 
the electoral advantage was leaning, 
timid public servants would fear for their 
contracts, learned academics from the 
ANU would tell us it could not possibly 
work, and journalists would have their 
fingers poised over their keyboards, 
waiting to find scapegoats and crucify 
them the first time something went slightly 
wrong. The whole concept would wither 
on the vine.

But I remain an optimist. The technology 
and the systems are still available. They 
can be wheeled out for application to fuel 
reduction the moment there is a counter-
revolution in bushfire management. There 
will be some hurdles to jump, especially 
the lack of experienced staff and the fact 
that the new generation of burns will be 
in heavy fuels up against heavy fuels. But 
luckily there are still a few of us around 
who remember how it was done 50 years 
ago, and who know how it could be done 
again. I am even optimistic (or stupid) 
enough to think that someone would 
actually listen to us.
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Welcome to Fire season 2015/16 and welcome 
to the latest version of aging aircraft to the 
existing aging fleet of water bombing aircraft from 
overseas.

As we forget about the brave heroics of Elvis who 
exited NSW all those years ago, we now have the 
marvellous Thor and his sister Southern Belle.

Doesn’t the National Aerial Firefighting Centre 
(NAFC) like; Russia’s Beriev Be-200, Canadian CL-
215 scoopers, Bombardier 415 Superscoopers, 
PBY Catalina’s, Evergreen’s 747 Supertanker or 
the Conair Firecats…are they not good enough?

As Jeff Tracy plans the movements of these aircraft 
from his Secret Island in Lidcombe, we wonder 
why the NSW Government has chipped in nearly 
$10million for aircraft that were tested for suitability 
recently in Victoria, SA and at Western Australian 
fires. As aviation specialists from NSW were sent 
to shadow these aircraft around southern Australia, 
surely they would have provided sound advice to 
“Brains” in order to calculate the viability for NSW 
& considering that the Bushfire CRC had stated 
in 2010 that; The Douglas DC-10 Air Tanker is 
deemed unsuitable for Australian Firefighting.

As we rest easy, knowing that these aircraft will 
be in the air looking after us this summer, we 
wake to hear that “Virgil Tracey” has flown Thor to 
Indonesia to put out their fires. I certainly hope he 
took “POD3” carrying; the Firefly!

A real mission for International Rural Fire 
Services.

These aircraft that have been strategically placed 

at Richmond so that “Mr Tracey” can keep an eye 
on them and they can be ready within an hour 
upon request. So, if you need one urgently in the 
far north or south of the state, you should keep at 
it and just wait a couple of hours. 

Then again you will not necessarily get an aircraft 
very quickly outside of Sydney so this would be 
a fantastic scene when the first 15,000 litres is 
dropped on the fire and then you wait about 3 
hours for it to turn around for the next drop.

Would these aircraft have prevented the 
devastation and loss as seen in the Blue 
Mountains…or the Warrumbungle’s over the last 
couple of years? Time will tell, or should the NSW 
Government have spent $10million on providing 
more strategic fire advantage zones or assets 
protection zones to better protect the community 
from fires. 

• Do the Bush Fire Risk Management plans work? 

• Do they help prevent the spread of Fire? 

• Do they actually protect vulnerable Communities 
in extreme fire risk areas? 

• Do all the land management agencies take their 
role seriously with regards to mitigation and 
prevention of wildfires? 

• Does the NSW government actually care?

As the Minister looked splendid in front of Thor 
with Mr Tracey, Lady Penelope and all the Tracey 
boys, I would love to think that this is money well 
spent….and not just a boost to ones egos! 

Who are the Puppets and who is the Puppeteer?

FAB – the Phantom.

The Phantom 
Speaks Out

5, 4, 3, 2, 1…

Thor-LATbirds are GO!
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Volunteer Fire Fighters Association 
Membership Application

You can now join free of charge

Or option 2 – whole brigade sign up 
on one membership form with an attached list 
of names and addresses added.

Your details

Surname:

Given Names:

Date of Birth:

Occupation:

Gender: Male Female

Your contact information

Address:

Town:

Post code:

Postal Address:

Town:

Post code:

Phone B/H: Phone A/H:

Fax: 

Mobile:

Email:

Protecting the community 
and the environment

Please complete and return to the VFFA Membership Officer to 2037 Dry Plain’s Road, Dry Plain. NSW 2630 
VFFA Mobile Contact No: 0427 697 608 
Or fill in the form on the website – www.volunteerfirefighters.org.au

Your RFS Membership

Are you employed by the NSW RFS? Yes No

Brigade:

Shire Area and Region:

Position in Brigade: Captain Group Captain 

Snr Deputy Captain 

Group Officer 

Deputy Captain Firefighter

Start Date/Years of Service: Joined date:     /    / Years of Service:

Signature:
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