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RFS Volunteers need a Benevolent Fund 

 

Based upon the recent supreme court advice, the Volunteer Fire Fighters Association (VFFA) 
is calling upon the NSW RFS and the NSW State Government to establish an RFS Volunteers 
Benevolent Fund. 

“Some of the $51 million that was raised through the actions of Celeste Barber and the 
generosity of the donors, should be directed to the Volunteers and Brigades who many people 
believed they were donating to” said Mr. Mick Holton VFFA President. 

As per the court advice, it appears that the money donated to the New South Wales Rural 
Fire Service and Brigades Donations Fund must be spent on items that are already included 
in the RFS annual $541 million annual budget. 

It should therefore be a simple matter for the RFS to create a new RFS Volunteers Benevolent 
Fund from its own budget and this new $51 million fund can start to be applied immediately 
to those volunteers who need help. 

The VFFA would like to see the new RFS Volunteers Benevolent Fund administered 
cooperatively by the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS), the VFFA and the Rural Fire Service 
Association (RFSA) so that it can be used to assist volunteers in their time of need. 

Over 70 volunteers lost their homes while fighting fires and protecting their communities. 
They still have to pay their mortgages while also paying for rental accommodation while their 
homes are being rebuilt. 

Some families have lost their breadwinner in the fires and others have lost income through 
incapacity and injury. 

A cooperatively administered RFS Volunteers Benevolent Fund, with independent oversight 
(VFFA and RFSA), could respond immediately to provide financial assistance and help our 
volunteers get back on their feet. 

Please forward this Media Release to your state member and ask him or her to help action 
this initiative. 

For more information, please contact: 
VFFA President, Mick Holton on 0428 985 468 or 
VFFA Vice President, Brian Williams on (02) 4567 0216 
 
Please visit the VFFA web site for additional information at volunteerfirefighters.org.au 


