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President’s Report
• New South Wales State Emergency
Service

If your submission does not address the
terms of reference the committee may not
accept it as evidence.

b) The support structures in place to
assist victims of workplace bullying,
harassment and/or discrimination within
emergency services agencies,
c) The support services available to
emergency services workers and

Bullying and Harassment
The issue of bullying and harassment
within the NSW Rural Fire Service has
become a disaster of epic proportions.
I am terribly worried that this situation
could end badly for the victims of these
crimes.
I use the word “crimes” with the utmost
caution and I warn anyone (staff or
volunteer) to seriously consider your
treatment of others.
Legal investigations and proceedings are
well under way, the VFFA has engaged
legal support but more importantly we
are deeply concerned about the welfare
of the many victims of bullying and
harassment.

volunteers to assist with mental health
issues resulting from workplace
trauma and the effectiveness of those
programs
d) The appropriateness of uniforms
provided to personnel in emergency
services agencies
e) The relocation of the New South Wales
Rural Fire Services Headquarters to a
rural regional location.
f) Any other related matter.
It is very important that we take the time
to make a submission for this inquiry
to be effective and we are encouraging
our readers to do so at the earliest
opportunity.

As part of the fight to protect the rights
of all volunteers, the VFFA has been
campaigning to expose this disgraceful
behaviour.

In drafting your submission, you may wish
to include the information set out below.

Sending your Submission
The committee prefers submissions to
be provided electronically through the
website. Otherwise, you can send your
submission by email, post or fax. Contact
details can be found on each inquiry’s
webpage.
Remember to keep a copy of your
submission. You may find it useful if you
are called to give evidence. Please note
that giving evidence is optional.

Include your Details
Please ensure that your name, address
and phone number are included with
your submission. Your personal contact
details will not be published with your
submission.
If you are making a submission on behalf
of an organisation, please indicate
who has authorised it, for example,
the executive committee, president or
chairperson.

Publishing Submissions

Inquiry into Emergency
Services Agencies
The Legislative Council, Portfolio
Committee No. 4 – Legal Affairs inquiry
into and report on emergency services
agencies is welcome news. This inquiry
will be considering:
a) The prevalence of bullying, harassment
and discrimination, as well as the
effectiveness of the protocols and
procedures in place to manage
and resolve such complaints within
emergency services agencies,
including:
• New South Wales Rural Fire Service
• Fire and Rescue New South Wales

Submissions close on the
23rd July 2017
Drafting a Submission
There is no set format for a written
submission. You can write a brief letter
or a substantial research paper. You
can also attach appendices and other
supporting documents.

If you want all or some of your submission
to be kept confidential, you must state
that clearly in your submission. The
committee will consider your request.
Wherever possible, the committee will try
to publish submissions so that they can
be used as evidence in writing the report
and forming recommendations.

Your submission must be relevant to the
terms of reference. The terms of reference
describe the subject of the inquiry and set
the boundaries. You only need to address
those issues that are relevant to you.

• New South Wales Police Force

You may wish to use the terms of

• Ambulance Service of New South
Wales

reference as headings to provide a clear
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A committee may decide to publish some
or all of the submissions received. Public
submissions are usually available on our
website.

Additional information and
submission downloads on the
VFFA web site
http://volunteerfirefighters.org.au/inquiryemergency-services-agencies

structure to your submission.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT continued

Restoring Power and
Decision Making to Locals

Putting the RURAL back into
the Rural Fire Service

We are seeing catastrophic levels of

A reduction in the levels of bureaucracy
are closely linked to the decentralisation
of the NSW RFS head office and a
restoration of rural influence.

bureaucracy within the NSW RFS that is
impacting upon our volunteer firefighters
and the staff supporting them.

If the NSW Government does not move
the RFS head office to a regional or rural
locality, we are in danger of losing any
hope of restoring faith in the NSW Rural
Fire Service. We need to take immediate
action. Any delay puts the future of our
volunteer based Rural Fire Service at
greater risk.
When I talk to volunteers and staff,
it appears everyone agrees that the
bureaucracy exists but nobody wants to
do anything about it.
In a letter from Barry O’Farrell, the NSW
Premier in March 2011, he stated that he
wanted to restore the power and decision
making to the community. This statement
was very well received but a bottle of

Leaving the NSW RFS in Sydney will
further exacerbate the situation with
catastrophic levels of bureaucracy and
red tape that is far removed from the
grass roots service delivery that regional
and rural people once knew. Today’s
city-centric management has lost touch
with the original intention of the RFS
with skilled and experienced firefighters
walking away after many years of
dedicated service.

Grange and two Premiers later we have
only seen an erosion of local power and
decision making.
The VFFA is committed to seeing that
local power and decision making is
restored to local communities and their
NSW RFS local representatives (Captains
and Group Captains).
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NSW State General Election
2019
The VFFA has begun its preparation for
the 2019 NSW State General Election
with registration as a Third-Party

Campaigner and we are pleased to inform
our members that we will be supporting
any political party that gives our volunteer
firefighters a fair go.
The state of NSW needs volunteer
firefighters but unfortunately the NSW
Government is allowing the NSW
RFS to continue along a path that will
ultimately lead to the destruction of
volunteer engagement, property and the
environment.
The disconnect that many volunteers are
experiencing has been allowed to develop
by governments who are asleep at the
wheel. The NSW RFS empire is growing
at an alarming rate, is out of control
and is leaving a path of environmental
destruction in its’ wake.

Thank You
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our Volunteer Firefighters, the VFFA
Executive Council and Representatives,
our VFFA Consultants and Fire Scientists,
Sympathetic Politicians and the many
RFS Staff who are also sympathetic to
our cause.
Together we can make a difference.
Kind Regards
Michael (Mick) Holton, President
Volunteer Fire Fighters Association
president@volunteerfirefighters.org.au
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Sir Ivan Fire
Report by Mick Holton, VFFA President
I visited the Sir Ivan fire ground as a
Volunteer Fire Fighters Association
representative on Saturday 18th February
2017 with local farmer, David Bowman as
my guide.
It was good to have access to David’s
local knowledge as we navigated our
way around the properties, met with
land owners, surveyed the destruction of
farmland, stock, and other assets.
David grew up in the area and without his
extensive knowledge I would not have
known where to begin.
I came away from this field trip feeling
disappointed and angry that the NSW
Rural Fire Service (RFS) had once again,
ignored local knowledge and had failed
to properly engage local resources. There
were many people and property owners
who told me that I was the first interaction
that they had had with anyone associated
with the RFS during and after the fire.

The RFS did not want
to light up

A bad day for a fire

One of our first destinations was the
home of Sterling and Belinda Ferguson.

David Bowman (left) and David Knyvett (right) talking about the restoration of fencing

control and containment in the lead up to
Sundays firefighting.
Sterling shared the views that the RFS
hierarchy:
• did not listen to the locals,

The work that Sterling had done to
protect assets was clearly visible and he
did not have anything good to say about
the RFS.

• was very reluctant to back burn, and

We learned of a situation where an RFS

Not listening to the locals

It appeared that an RFS representative
had told the locals that a back burn could
not begin unless the control line was
three blades wide.

We began with a statement from David
Bowman, saying “the RFS is not listening
to the locals”, a theme that echoed
throughout the day.

There was a plethora of firefighters
available and Sterling had good reason
to believe that a back burn on his place
would have established greater levels of

There will always be bad days when you
would rather not have to deal with a fire,
Saturday the 11th February was one of
those days and Sunday the 12th February
was predicted to be worse.

• was not willing to make quick strategic
and tactical decisions

helicopter spent some time circling a
grader during firefighting operations then
the operator was threatened to be stood
down because he was not displaying the
RFS stickers.
I asked Sterling how can we fix this? He
replied, “restore local control”.

The grader in the photo (below)
did not have a plant number affixed to it
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SIR IVAN FIRE continued

Sterling stated that the Saturday evening
was the time to burn but no-one from the
RFS was prepared to do so.

From Mr Fitzsimmons
(RFS Commissioner)
In a letter, published in The Land on the
16th of March 2017, Mr Fitzsimmons
stated that control of the fire ground
rested with local volunteers, who
were supported by their local Incident
Management Team.

Reply from Sterling Ferguson
(Farmer)
Dear Mr Fitzsimmons, thanks for your
mostly factual letter but I am afraid you
have had the wool pulled over your eyes
on a few facts.
Your statement – quote “Throughout
this period, control of the fire ground
rested with local volunteers, who
were supported by their local Incident
Management Team” could not be further
from the truth.
The numerous RFS “White Shirts” on
the fire ground on my property, “Moreton
Bay” all Saturday night would not
decide themselves, instead Mr Gary
Wilson was making all decisions from
Coonabarabran, more than 100kms
away.
There was no local control whatsoever by
anyone, RFS or landholders. In fact, Mr
Andrew Young said at 7pm on Saturday
night that “he would call the police and
have me arrested” if I lit a back burn
following along 10 minutes after the dozer
and grader made their firebreak starting
at 8pm.
Your further statement – quote “the
conditions that night as like those you
would expect to see in the middle of a
summer’s day” is rubbish. At approx.
3am, I lit a short stretch of back burn up
as the fire front reached the containment
line in grass country, supported by an
RFS truck. The driver, David Croft, saw it
was working well and left to put out my
neighbours shed leaving me on my own
which was fine.
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Thirdly – quote “Put simply, everything
that could be done was done” is sadly
untrue, as all landholders know when
the scrub is alight and the conditions the
next day are known to be bad the only
strategy is to light the whole lot.
I tried and burnt as much of my grass
and scrub country inside the containment
lines as possible, riding my motorbike
one handed with my drip torch and then
walking in my neighbour’s scrub in front of
the approaching fire front. Instead of flying
three water bombing helicopters at 9am
Sunday dropping water on burning scrub,
incendiaries should have been dropped
from one helicopter the night before to
burn all the fuel in the scrub and so stop
the fire crowning in the tree tops.
Give control back to the local people (RFS
volunteers, not paid employees) who
know what to do and who co-incidentally
have the most to lose.

No contact with the RFS
Our next stop was to visit Max and Sue
Weis and their son, Peter.
The country around the farm house
was destroyed, but they heaped praise
upon the locals who were helping each
other with slip-on firefighting units and a
privately-owned fire truck.
Part of me couldn’t help thinking that we
should scrap the RFS in rural areas and
start all over again to replicate what it was
like with local government support. The
other part of me acknowledges that parts
of the RFS are worth saving if we could
only restore power and decision making
to the local communities.
It was reported that the RFS was
actively attempting to limit farmers from
firefighting activities but without the
efforts of the farmers we would have seen
greater losses.
Max and Sue were annoyed to hear the
RFS claims of success in that “no lives
were lost” when in fact “livelihood has
been lost” for many farmers. They said
that the criticism was not being directed
at the RFS volunteers, it is the RFS
hierarchy that is under fire.
Many of the farmers who helped were
once active RFS members but have since

left in disgust as the bureaucracy reaches
catastrophic levels.

Politics
The VFFA has made many attempts
to encourage the government to put
the RURAL back into the Rural Fire
Service but the city centric management
continues.
One farmer told me that “The Nats had
better pull their finger out if they are going
to get back in, I’d vote informal before I’ll
give them my vote”.

Ant Martin
We called in to see Ant Martin at
‘Dalkeith’ and discussed how difficult it
was for him to obtain information about
the location of the fire. The appropriate
use of SMS warning messages was also
questioned.
Ant said that they were on their own for
most of the time, he praised the efforts
of his staff and some other local RFS
firefighters who were acting upon their
own initiatives to assist whilst in the
nearby town of Cassilis, twenty RFS units
stood by to protect the town.
The criticism was not directed at the
volunteer firefighters, it appears the
volunteers were directed to stand by at
certain locations (in towns and along
roads) for the fire to approach.
It is questionable if that strategy is
suitable and it could be argued that
if it was not for the efforts of the RFS
firefighters who acted against the RFS
hierarchy (alongside farmers and others
with firefighting capability) we would have
had a far greater level of destruction. This
view is shared by many firefighters who
wrote emails and letters of frustration to
the VFFA.
Some other discussion points that were
raised at ‘Dalkeith’ were:
• Many locals want to get back to the
way it was and form their own brigade.
• There have been no improvements in
the way fires are managed since the
Coonabarabran (Wambelong) fire.
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SIR IVAN FIRE continued

• It was noticed that many of the RFS
trucks remained clean and did not leave
the bitumen on the Sunday.
• There was some praise directed to
a few isolated RFS units that defied
orders and worked alongside the
farmers in the paddocks.
• Many of the landowners have stated
that they will not get involved in the
RFS because of the bureaucracy that
has developed.

A worrying trend
In the past, local brigades were made
up with a mixture of farmers, locals who
have grown up in the town or locality and
the new comers. This mixture (rural and
new comer) created a cross-pollination
of ideas and influence that was of great
assistance to all parties involved in rural
firefighting activities.
We are now seeing a trend where the new
comers are outweighing those with the
local knowledge and rural influence. The
farmers are leaving and many brigades
are now being controlled by often wellmeaning people who have little or no
experience in the bush.
The only way to combat this trend is to
put the RURAL back into the Rural Fire
Service. Move larger parts (if not all) of the
RFS to regional and rural areas. Promote
rural influence, restore “hands on” live
fire training by getting out and putting
fire on the ground to help reduce fuel
loads in forest areas, get out and help the
farmers with agricultural burning, build
relationships and improve consultation
with rural people.

Common courtesy
(no local knowledge)
It was reported that on Monday 13th
February, approx. sixty fire trucks
were working in an area near Cassilis.
Apparently, those crews went about
their business without talking to the land
owners.
Again, it was emphasised that the crews
were being directed to complete tasks by
the RFS hierarchy.
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The way it used to be
David Bowman said that as a former
Captain, fires used to be run from a
private vehicle. The local vehicles were
well known and the Captains would move
around to interact with locals (in their own
patch) as they talked to crews over the
CB radio. Group Captains would arrive
and liaise with the Captains to extend the
network of support.

‘Old Farm’
Andrew Rumbel from ‘Old Farm’ said that
“they may as well stay at their stations
and let the fire burn”.
There were complaints that the Police had
been directed by the RFS hierarchy to
block roads and not let people through.
This action prevented farmers (with
better local knowledge than the Police)
from accessing their properties by road
to move stock. Interestingly, many of
those farmers defied the orders of Police
and made their way to their stock by
way of other local roads, laneways and
paddocks using ‘local knowledge’ that is
being overlooked by the authorities.
Andrew said that no one came to help
protect their place and that the SMS
warnings were a waste of time as they
were received after the fire had passed.

The devastation along the road to ‘Old
Farm’ was terrible. We need to improve
our land management practices to protect
our forests and timbered environments or
we won’t have anything left.
We need to learn from indigenous
Australians and make more use of low
intensity burning to save our environment.

Fences
Our next stop was to visit David Knyvett,
we caught up with him and a crew of
workers in the middle of a post driving
operation. It is estimated that approx.
5,500km of fencing was destroyed by
the fire. At a cost of over $3000 per
kilometre, the total cost of fencing repairs
will exceed $16.5 million.
We were very impressed at the level
of support from neighbours and local
community groups during this fire ground
visit just one week after the fire.
David also said that because of the road
closures, people could not get in to
protect their own places. He said that
he thought that the aircraft was doing a
good job but it was not being followed up
by firefighting on the ground.
David also stated that the RFS would not
let the locals back burn and he said, “If
we are going to fix the RFS we will need
to cut the head off it”.
Winter 2017  the volunteer fire fighter

SIR IVAN FIRE continued

David’s place
We caught up with David Sires towards
the end of the day. David said that he
had a lot of private vehicles on his place
during the fire and that he would like to
see a return to formally engaging privately
owned firefighting capability. He would
also like to see more local control of fire
ground operations.
David commented on the observation
that crews seemed to be doing nothing
as they waited for orders whereas the
private resources were actively chasing
work. Many of the farmers were making
use of their UHF CB radios but there was
a lack of communication options with the
RFS vehicles.

Credit where credit is due
There was plenty of praise for many
individual RFS volunteers and RFS
brigades. Most of the criticism was
directed at the RFS hierarchy.
There are many staff members who
are dedicated to their job and equally
dedicated to the local communities that
they serve. The main issue that impacts
upon rural communities is the disconnect
that exists between the top brass of the
NSW Rural Fire Service and rural NSW.
Rural people often joke with new comers
by saying “You’re not a local unless
your great grandfather’s is buried in the
local graveyard”. In a way, they are right
because much of their local knowledge is
passed down through the generations.
This does not mean that new comers
cannot fit in and it does not mean that
new comers don’t have anything to offer.
It does mean that we need to balance

the old timers, the locals, the farmers and
the new comers to ensure that there is a
cross-pollination of ideas, cultures, skills
and knowledge.
One sure way to drive cultural change,
is to get the NSW Rural Fire Service out
of Sydney and encourage greater rural
influence.

Additional comments
and feedback
The VFFA is willing to publish constructive
comments and feedback on our web site
at volunteerfirefighters.org.au

Thoughts from Sue Weis
The following words were written by Sue
three weeks after the fire. It’s three weeks
today since the Sir Ivan fire tore through
our property and caused horrendous
damage and destruction to our farming
business. In that time, I have experienced
a range of emotions.
The immediate post fire ELATION of
saving our homes and ourselves in the
face of the most destructive fire storm
ever in this district soon gave way to
an incredible SADNESS. The sadness
of dealing with stock death, loss of
buildings and infrastructure and the total
change of the landscape. What was
once a beautiful, grassy, tree studded,
picturesque property that we had spent
our whole lives improving was now a
barren dust and soot bowl. Then the relief
at finding our beautiful Hereford cows
emerging from wherever their fire plan
had made them take shelter.
Then the GRATITUDE. Gratitude to the
people that came to see if we were ok.

To friends and family who arrived with
meals, who came with bikes to help
muster, who came with medical aid to
check cattle, who came with trucks to
take cattle to greener pastures.
To strangers who came with donated
goods of grocery items, the bottled water,
the smelly soap, the work gloves, the
chocolates, dog biscuits and everything in
between.
Then AMAZEMENT at the truckies
whizzing in with a load of hay, jumping in
the tractor to unload it and then whizzing
off to get more hardly giving us time to
say thank you. My faith in my fellow man
totally restored.
BUT now I am up to ANGER. I am angry
because all this could have been avoided.
We are 40 kilometres from the ignition
point of the Sir Ivan Fire. The fire could
have been extinguished on the evening of
the day it started if common sense had
prevailed and the desperate farmers that
wanted to back burn to contain this fire
had not been threatened with jail by the
RFS. It was bureaucratic bumbling in the
extreme and now we are paying the price.
The Government has offered 50% rebate
for stock cartage and allowed us to apply
for a low interest loan of $130k. It’s an
insult! This is a disaster zone. Why hasn’t
it been declared? We need grants not
loans. Cattle fences cost over $3k per
kilometre just for materials and we have
over 60 kilometres to replace and a third
of that is road fencing. Why should the
farmers be footing these crippling costs
when we were prevented from dealing
with the fire when something could have
been done to stop it?
Disaster funding has been available for
previous, smaller fires and floods. Why
not for this one? The huge clean up and
rebuild after the Sir Ivan fire has been
left to farmers and volunteers and it has
crippling costs associated with it. The
toll it takes on farmers, emotionally and
financially could be just as catastrophic
as the fire itself. Blazeaid are in our district
and you would not find a greater bunch of
people. Their volunteered assistance has
been invaluable and we thank you.
Just to get the costs into perspective, we
have gratefully accepted 20 strainers and
stays from the donated fencing materials.
That’s about $2000 worth of material. We
need about 500 strainers and stays plus
steel posts and wire to do all the fencing
required here. That’s just the materials,
not the labour to build it.
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NSW Farmers Association
Report by Sonia O’Keefe,
Chair – NSW Farmers Rural Affairs Committee
Sonia O’Keefe

It was a pleasure to attend the VFFA
general meeting at Murrumbateman in
early April. I would like to thank the VFFA
for the invitation and for making me feel
so incredibly welcome. I would also like to
commend the executive for the manner in
which the meeting was conducted. It was
superbly organised and run, and stands
your Association in good stead.
I found the presentations by members
of the Fire Experts Group to be very
interesting and informative. There is so
much knowledge and research about fire
that is available to guide the states policy,
it is almost beyond belief that it is not
more widely used and respected.
The NSW Farmers Association was
shocked by the Sir Ivan fire that swept
through the Coolah – Dunedoo area
in February. Alongside the VFFA we
are struggling to understand how this
devastation is re-occurring every few
years and the same issues re-presenting.

there must be a very high engagement
with local landowners and volunteer
firefighters. Without making the best
possible use of local knowledge there is
almost no chance of crews being their
most effective. I

We have heard some absolutely tragic
stories from our members who were
affected by this disaster.
At our recent Rural Affairs committee
meeting we were very fortunate to have
your President Mick Holton join us, via
teleconference. So much of what the
VFFA are trying to pursue is aligned with
the NSW Farmers position, and there
was a large amount of agreement with
what he said, from the members of Rural
Affairs.

t is this local knowledge that will ensure
that firefighters are in the right spot at
the right time. The local knowledge will
also prevent volunteers from being in the
wrong spot at the wrong time. We will
have better managed fires and less loss
of property and life.

Later in the same meeting, Mr. Noel
Scales from Cassilis, joined the meeting
and gave us his opinion as to why the
Sir Ivan fire was so devastating, and
why members of the rural and farming
communities are so upset. Again, Mr.
Scales thoughts were essentially the
same as what the VFFA and NSW
Farmers are saying.

The NSW Farmers Association, the VFFA
and many individuals have different ideas
about how the RFS can re-engage with
locals and ensure that officers in control
make maximum use of local knowledge.
It doesn’t really matter how we do this, it
is just imperative that we do. Hopefully, by
all of us working together and supporting
each other, we can prevent the same
issue arising in future wildfires.

For wildfires to be contained and brought
under control, as soon as possible,

Thank You

X-press Kurrajong Heights

LOCALS HELPING LOCALS
The Kurrajong Heights Brigade was recently invited to put a
fundraising helmet into their local IGA store and have been
delighted with the response. The Kurrajong Heights Brigade
would like to thank their community for their generous
support.
The VFFA endorses this type of fundraising, as all money
donated goes directly to their local Volunteer Rural Fire
Brigade.

Photo: Kurrajong Heights IGA proprietor John Flanjak presents a full
fundraising helmet to Kurrajong Heights Rural Fire Brigade members –
Deputy Captain, Andrew Jones (centre) and Jon Ingersole (right).
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Congratulations

GREG GREEN
Captain – Bargo RFS
The Volunteer Firefighters Association is proud to recognise the awarding of Wollondilly’s Shire’s,
Australia Day 2017 Citizen of the Year Award to Greg Green, Captain of the Bargo Rural Fire Brigade.
• 2013 Hall road fires that heavily
impacted Yanderra and Bargo

Greg has made many outstanding
achievements as a Wollondilly’s resident;
he’s continued to show leadership in the
community every single day. Greg has
demonstrated selfless commitment to the
welfare and wellbeing of the Wollondilly
community & speaking to locals there
they say Greg’s dedication in the
community is always beyond reproach.

• 2016 Picton floods
Greg’s also been involved in some
major memorable historical incidents
within the Wollondilly shire including:
• 22 November 1979 Benzene Tanker
crash and explosion in the main street
of Bargo. (Old Hume Hwy).
• 1982 Aircraft crash in Johnston Rd
Bargo.

Greg’s first turnout with the Bargo
Bushfire Brigade and community
involvement was during the 1968
bushfires, where at the tender age of 13
years, he operated a knapsack!
The official date of commencement as
a member of Bargo Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade for Greg is August 1977. Greg’s
provided continuous service to Wollondilly
and as such, all Rural Fire Services
activities both within NSW and interstate
deployments since the date he joined the
Brigade.
Greg was promoted to Deputy Captain
in the early 1980’s and encumbered the
Senior Deputy role during that decade.
Greg was elected as Bargo Brigade
Captain in 1991 and has held this position
unopposed to this date.
Some of the campaign incidents that
Greg has been involved include:
• 1968 Blue Mountains to South Coast
fires (Throughout Wollondilly)
• 1977 Wollondilly fires
• !986 Camden floods
• 1980’s & 1990’s numerous Burragorang
Valley & local Appin/Wilton major fires

• Various railway incidents including
derailments and fires.
• 1985 Wilton fuel tanker fire.
• Many persons trapped and serious
MVA’s including being the incident
controller at a major MVA involving two
Police vehicles.
Greg Green – Wollondilly Citizen of the Year 2017

• 1998 Wollongong floods
• 1998 Blue Mountains S44
• 1998 Shoalhaven / Falls Creek S44
• 1999 Sydney storm damage
• 1999 Oberon S44
• 2000 Walcha S44
• 2001 Nattai S44
• 2001 Christmas Fires Cumberland /
Wollondilly S44
• 2002 Joadja S44
• 2002 Sutherland Shire S44’s October
and December

Greg’s demonstrated a solid commitment
to the Community by providing the
highest level of service in a professional
manner that has not only reflected well
on his own character, but has also helped
enhance the Brigade’s and further, the
Wollondilly areas reputation and public
perception.
As well as operational duties, Greg has
helped to maintain the Brigade’s viability
through fund raising events, including the
management of the Brigade’s activities.

• 2003 Wilton S44
• 2003 ACT fires
• 2003 Blue Mountains S44

• 1991 January Wedderburn

• 2004 Mangrove Mountain S44

• 1993/1994 Grafton

• 2006 Appin New Year’s day S44

• 1994 January Blue Mountains Fires

• 2006 September Lakesland S44

• 1994 October Dorrigo-Guy Fawkes
National Park

• 2006 Victoria Australia Day Grampians
fires

• 1994 November Brimstone Fires
Oakdale

• 2006 Yanderra S44

• 1997 January Wedderburn

• 2008 Kangaroo Island SA fires

• 1997 Yerranderie/ Burragorang valley

• 2009 Victorian Black Saturday fires
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This is a summary of the numerous
incidents that Greg has dedicated
his time

• 2006 Victoria (Bright) fires
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CONGRATULATIONS GREG GREEN continued

Greg has held the position of Brigade
Training Officer on various occasions.
Greg was instrumental in the building of
extensions on the Bargo Fire Station after
the Brigade worked tirelessly to move
the station to its present location in Avon
Dam Road on 25 February 1984.
Greg is currently leading the brigade
through the forecast change to a new
location once again.
The community involvement of Greg is
not restricted to the Rural Fire Service.
Greg has also previously been active with
the local SES Rescue, Army Reserve and
was a trained member of the coalmines
rescue.
The Bargo Brigade crew was involved in
a major MVA in April 1997 at which Greg

was the Incident Controller. Greg ensured
safety of the crew through his leadership
and, as such, Greg and the crew have
been decorated with the Commissioner’s
Unit Citation for Bravery.
Greg’s been awarded the NSW Rural
Fire Service 15 & 25 year Service Badge,
further in 2003 Greg was involved with
the ACT fires and received the ACT Fire
Medal.
Greg holds the National Medal and a
further 2 bars for over 35 years of service
and is also a recipient of the AFSM.
Clearly an outstanding recipient for the
awarding of, Wollondilly Citizen of the
Year Award on Australia Day 2017 – we
extend our hearty congratulations to
Greg.

When your travelling OUTBACK
in this great State of NSW,
make sure you tune in to

Outback Radio 2WEB
You’ll here the best music selection
including the latest and greatest hits
plus Weather updates and all the latest
News, make sure 585AM is secured
on your Radio Dial.

PIE IN THE SKY Roadhouse & Café
1858 BELLS LINE OF ROAD, BILPIN. NSW
www.pieintheskybilpin.com
At ‘Pie in the Sky Roadhouse Bilpin, we make fresh
homemade pies and other pastries. We serve a full range
menu including pastries and beef burgers. We also have
some delicious homemade apple pies and deserts.

OPEN 7 DAYS. EAT IN OR TAKEAWAY.
• Classic healthy French style butter puff pastry
– no trans fats!
• All hand made on premises with natural ingredients
& fresh premium meat – nothing processed!
Our range includes:
• Gourmet Angus Steak Pies • Angus Steak Burgers
• Angus Beef Burgers • Apple Pies
We also serve:
• Devonshire Teas • Apple Pies • Pastries • Superb Coffee
• Soft Drinks • Milkshakes • Cakes & Slices
• Bacon & Egg Rolls • Sausage Rolls • Pasties

Long-time Supporters of NSW Volunteer Firefighters

Page 10

Winter 2017  the volunteer fire fighter

Potato Point Remains at Great Risk
Report by Gary Green

National Parks and Wildlife think this is an
acceptable Firebreak?
Imagine trying to fight a bushfire in this tiny strip of grassland
in front of the houses shown in the below photo with forest
growth up to the village houses. The risk to our firefighters is
unacceptable.
Potato Point is an isolated, small community which in the event of
a bushfire will largely have to fend for itself. One road in and out
with heavy forestation round the village on 3 of the 4 compass
points and the sea behind, means there would be no escape.
Over thirty years of heavy forest growth and vegetation buildup
means fuel loads are at dangerously high levels. Yet NPWS
continues to refuse us a safe firebreak to protect Potato Point.
Despite years of the Potato Point Community Association
(representing the overwhelming bulk of local residents) trying to
reason with National Parks and Wildlife (NPWS) and asking for
restoration of the firebreak that was here and saved the village
from a catastrophic fire in 1985, they still refuse.
We are asking for no more and no less that the protective grass
fire break that was here for hundreds of years, evidenced by
legendary explorer George Bass when he landed here (Point
Marka) in 1797. Our request is not for a new firebreak. Simply the
restoration of what used to be here and served a vital purpose
of protecting the village, providing a buffer zone for firefighters to
attack any fire front safely.
Eminent historian, Bill Gammage in his book “The Biggest Estate
on Earth, How Aborigines made Australia” has masterfully
documented the anthropological and ecological accounts of
highly effective Aboriginal land management by fire. Gammage
notes, “In 1770 Lieutenant James Cook, HMS Endeavour, saw
something remarkable along Australia’s east coast: the trees

had no underwood”. Sydney Parkinson, Banks draughtsman,
says, ‘The country looked very pleasant and fertile; and the trees,
quite free from undergrowth, appeared like plantations in a
gentleman’s park”. These exact same observations were made
around Australia from Broome to Tasmania.
These descriptions are the polar opposite of what you now
see in the absence of frequent controlled burning that the
Aborigines had perfected. Today, wiry saplings, leaf litter and
heavy undergrowth lie in wait as highly inflammable fuel for the
next unpredictable fire. Today’s bushfires devastate and decimate
species which flourished during millennia of controlled burning by
the indigenous population.
The Aboriginal attitude is simple and effective. “You gotta burn”,
an elder declared, “you don’t burn then country will get poor, it
will shut itself up … no good for anybody then”. A bad fire was
better than no fire, for no fire let fuel build up, making a bad fire
worse. “The secret of fire in our traditional knowledge is that it is a
thing that brings the land alive again.”
Bill Gammage has discovered Aboriginal people managed the
land in a far more systematic and scientific fashion than we have
ever realised.
There is much we can all learn from history, reducing forest fuel
loads is an urgent need for Potato Point.
NPWS own the fuel around us and therefore they own any
resultant fire that has the potential to devastate this community
and cause loss of life and property. There is no sign that they
understand their responsibilities.
Of course, after any disaster there will be a very different attitude.
But our community will hold NPWS to account for their years of
inaction.

Potato Point from the air
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Does the RFS Value its Volunteers as Customers?
Report by Andrew Scholz, Deputy Captain Wilberforce Rural Fire Brigade, Hawkesbury District
It should be regarded as automatic that volunteer rural firefighters
are the number one customers of the NSW RFS!

NSW, so what motivation is there for the NSW RFS to provide
quality customer service?

Volunteers give their time and expertise free of charge, without
monetary reward and contribute effort that they never will get
back. I know you’ve heard it before, without volunteers there
would be no NSW RFS and few reasons for the bureaucracy that
runs it.

The answers are straight forward: enhancing relationships
with their volunteers’ results in less stress, less conflict, more
productivity, a better working environment, and a win-win
situation for all. The consequences of poor customer service are
low morale and, volunteers are likely to discourage friends from
joining the service, reduce their involvement or leave the NSW
RFS.

Okay this one should be a no brainer, volunteer rural firefighters
are the key to the success of the NSW RFS, therefore the level
of customer service provided by the NSW RFS to its volunteers
must live up to and exceed their expectations, but does it?
You may ask what is customer service? One useful definition is
that ‘Customer service is the sum total of what an organization
does to meet customer expectations and produce customer
satisfaction’ (https://www.instituteofcustomerservice.com).
If the RFS is genuinely committed to providing quality customer
service to its volunteer firefighters then it would regularly measure
customer satisfaction. There is a saying in the business world that
if you cannot measure it, you cannot manage it.
A useful method for measuring customer satisfaction levels is to
conduct a customer satisfaction survey of volunteer firefighters.
Has the NSW RFS ever asked you, the volunteer, to a complete a
customer satisfaction survey?

When viewed through the lens of a volunteer faced with poor
customer service, or adverse treatment, volunteers have the
choice to share their frustrations and experience through social
media which can go viral and stay on line forever.
Thus one of the biggest risks to the NSW RFS is reputational
risk, a hidden danger that can damage the reputation of the
organisation through the court of both political and public opinion.
How does the NSW RFS know whether their customer service
is good or bad? By setting performance plans including goals,
objectives, policies, procedures and, establishing systems to
measure customer satisfaction that is accepted by volunteers at
the grass roots level.

If like me, you have experienced poor customer service from
the NSW RFS you should call them out for it and, remind the
offending staff that they are there to work for you, the volunteer!

Regardless of the method, the NSW RFS must test volunteers’
perception of its customer service. Without this knowledge, the
NSW RFS cannot effectively improve the performance of the
organisation, nor sustain a high level of customer satisfaction
amongst the ranks of its volunteer firefighters.

Unlike the private sector, the NSW RFS doesn’t have any
competition as they have a monopoly on rural fire services in

Take the short survey below to find out if the NSW RFS
makes you feel like a valued customer?

Survey Questions – Does the NSW RFS…

yes

no

not
sure

Have a customer service policy and charter and is available to volunteers?
Demonstrate honest, ethical and professional conduct?
Treat volunteers in a respectful, helpful and patient manner?
Take the time to actively listen to volunteers and their issues?
Consult volunteers on their brigade vehicle and equipment needs?
Make you feel welcome at the District / Team Office?
Treat volunteers equally without fear or favor?
Practice open and transparent communication with volunteers?
Attempt to resolve issues raised by volunteers as efficiently as possible?
Encourage volunteers to speak their mind on improving the NSW RFS?
Seek ideas from volunteers on innovation and change?
Follow up on both positive and negative feedback from volunteers?
Continuously look for ways to improve the level of customer service?
Meet promises and commitments made?
Return emails, letters and phone calls in a timely manner?
Apologise if they make a mistake and attempt to make it right?
Review and streamline red tape to make life easier for volunteers
Accept negative criticism without fear or recrimination for the messenger?
Have policies and procedures that assist and support volunteers in the execution of their duties?
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Federal Coalition begins
Decentralisation Process
Senator the Hon. Fiona Nash
Senator for NSW
Deputy Leader of the Nationals
Minister for Regional Development
Minister for Regional Communications
Minister for Local Government & Territories
The Coalition Government has embarked on its decentralisation
program, Minister for Regional Development and Deputy Leader
of the Nationals Fiona Nash announced at the National Press
Club on 19 April 2017.
Minister Nash said regional people deserved the benefits of
government departments and the careers and flow-on benefits
they bring just as much as city people do, noting Australia’s
departments are far more centralised than those in the US
and UK.
“I’ll be responsible for creating a template for government
Ministers to assess which departments are suitable for
decentralisation by mid-year,” Minister Nash said. “Departments
will need to either indicate that they’re suitable to move to the
regions or justify why all or part of their operation is unsuitable.
“All portfolio Ministers will need to report back to Cabinet by
August on which of their departments are suitable to be moved
to regional Australia, and relevant Ministers will need to report
to Cabinet with robust business cases for decentralisation by
December.
“Moving government departments to the regions puts more
money in our towns, more customers in our shops, more
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students in our schools and more volunteers in our local fire
brigade.
“It also creates more career opportunities for our children to
enable them to stay in the communities they grew up in. Those
careers will help lure some of our young guns back to the bush as
well as some city people to our regions, relieving the burden on
our bursting capital cities.
“It’s important for government to lead by example and invest in
rural, regional and remote Australia, creating long term careers
and confidence in those communities – and we’re doing it.
“While people are stuck in traffic on Melbourne’s Monash tollway
or Sydney’s M7, country people are getting to work in five
minutes and parking out the front of their favourite restaurants.
“Shifting to the country makes sense both for government
departments and capital city residents.”
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Upside Down Country and the
Problem with the RFS
By Vic Jurskis – Silviculturist
I understand your grave concerns about the
Dictatorship in the RFS and the unnecessary
hardship and destruction it causes when
wildfires are badly managed by remote
control. That’s how Hitler lost the war in
Europe. He sacked the Generals who knew
their job, because they disagreed with him. If
Shane Fitzsimmons was a footy coach he’d
be out of a job, but the Rewards for Failure
Service gets more money thrown at them
every time they lose a game.

Megafires are a huge socioeconomic
problem but they’re not the biggest
environmental problem in upside-down
country. Megafires occur somewhere in
southern Australia nearly every year, but in
any particular region of the southeast, they
only occur about once in a decade.
In the meantime, all the unburnt bush is
dying, plagued with insects and fungi and
mistletoes and parasitic cherries and vines.
Arbivores – plants and animals that feed on
trees – are irrupting because the trees are
sick.

But I reckon that’s not the biggest part of
the problem. Once you’ve got a firestorm
it doesn’t matter who’s in charge or who’s
on the ground, it’s too late. Of course, the
Climate Crazies tell us that firestorms are
inevitable in bad weather. But history tells us
that it’s not so. The Black Friday fires in 1939
burnt two million hectares of Victoria and
killed 71 people. Phil Cheney has seen the
records of multiple fires in far East Gippsland
at the same time, that didn’t create any
havoc.
The Forestry Commission wasn’t there to subdue the people who
kept the bush open and grassy by grazing and burning. John
Mulligan was there. He said they weren’t worried about the fires,
even though, when they headed for town, his dad’s car kept
stopping because of vaporization in the fuel lines with the extreme
heat.
John has formed the East Gippsland Wildfire Taskforce to try and
restore sanity, because he knows that if we get fires under the
same weather conditions today, they’ll destroy everything from
Bairnsdale to Bega. He’s trying to get Victor Steffensen down to
have a look at the problem and present a report to the authorities.
Victor talks about upside-down country – thick at the bottom
and thin on top. I call it 3D fuel – a bomb waiting to go off. That’s
what causes fire storms in extreme weather. Stretton’s Royal
Commission in 1939 found that the Black Friday catastrophe was
a consequence of the dense scrub that grew up because burning
by the Forestry Commission was “ridiculously inadequate”.

Upside Down Country – Conservation Area, Hall Travelling Stock Route (TSR)
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Ecologists don’t get it. They think that koalas
are killing trees by “overbrowsing” and that
bellbirds are “farming” the sapsucking insects
that are thriving in sick trees. When the sick
trees start dying, and the overabundant
koalas have nothing left to eat, they also get
sick and wander around looking for food.
They get eaten by dogs, and run over by cars. Some ecologists
get heaps of money to do research on how to save the declining
koalas. Other ecologists get heaps of money to try and work out
how to get rid of the bellbirds. It would be a bloody good joke if
we weren’t paying our taxes to support it.
Victor Steffensen gets it. Traditional knowledge tells him that
mulch is no good in the bush, because the topsoil gets damp and
tree roots “get lazy”.
I’ve published, with internationally renowned soil scientist
John Turner, a number of papers detailing the physical and
chemical changes in soils under forests suffering from lack
of frequent mild fire, and the consequent deterioration in tree
roots and mycorrhizae that sicken the trees and promote thick
understoreys, pests, parasites and diseases. Upside-down
country and lazy roots puts it in a nutshell.

Royal National Park
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UPSIDE DOWN COUNTRY AND THE PROBLEM WITH THE RFS continued

Getting back to the RFS, maybe it stands for Really Flamin’
Stupid. After the 2003 megafires that devastated our National
Capital and killed people, Gary Nairn, the Chairman of the
House of Reps Inquiry, wrote that “The committee heard a
consistent message right around Australia:- there has been
grossly inadequate hazard reduction burning on public lands for
far too long; local knowledge and experience is being ignored
by an increasingly top heavy bureaucracy” They recommended
that the Council of Australian Governments ensures, through
local governments, that fuels are managed. But the city-based
Green on the committee put in a dissenting report based on a
submission from Professor Robert Whelan, who wrote a book
about fire ecology. Even though he’s never lit a mild fire or fought
a wildfire, Whelan claimed that “broad scale hazard reduction
is threatening biodiversity conservation and must therefore be
avoided by land managers and resisted at a political level”.
COAG gets advice directly from the top-heavy bureaucracy.
They ignored Nairn’s recommendations, and employed Whelan,
Professor Kanowski and former Special Forces Officer Stuart Ellis,
all with no experience in fire management, to conduct another
inquiry. These experts decided that education – “learning to live
with bushfire” – was more important than burning. That’s why
we now have constant warnings and evacuation plans instead
of sensible land management. They added insult to injury by
questioning the effectiveness of prescribed burning. Since the
COAG Report another 200 human lives have been lost and untold
environmental damage has been caused by megafires and by
lack of mild fires.
Luckily, no-one was killed in the 2013 Wambelong megafire.
Afterwards, Robert Brown chaired yet another inquiry which
found that we’re not doing enough burning. The NSW
Government response was a lot of weasel words pretending
that they’re supporting and encouraging burning, claiming that
everything’s sweet and that COAG’s already fixed any problems.
They announced a $1.3 million dollar research and restoration
program to fix up the Warrumbungles. New South Wales is
burning only about 1% of the fire-prone landscape each year and
the problem’s getting worse.
Fifty years of data on broadscale burning in southwestern
Australia shows a very strong inverse correlation (R2 = 0.77)
between area burnt by wildfires compared to area of prescribed
burning, despite great variability in climate and in the area
treated each year. Burning reduced the number and the extent of
wildfires, especially megafires. From 1962-1990, the mean annual
area burnt by prescribed fire and wildfire was 12.5% and 0.3%
respectively. From 1991-2012, the mean treated area fell to 6.6%
and, despite superior detection and suppression capability, the
area burnt by wildfire increased almost four-fold to 1.1%. From
2011- 2015, the annual area treated declined to ~3.5% whilst the
area burnt by wildfire increased nearly threefold to ~3.1%.

Stretton’s, Nairn’s and Brown’s Inquiries got it right. We’re
not burning nearly enough, and the thin red line theory of fire
protection doesn’t work. So-called Asset Protection Zones
and Strategic Fire Advantage Zones are a bad joke. In 2003,
firestorms jumped across miles of bare paddocks into the heart
of Canberra. We’ve got to burn the whole landscape to prevent
firestorms. The RFS and the OEH claim that we can’t burn
most of the bush – what they call Land Management Zones –
frequently, because frequent burning threatens biodiversity. The
Government response to Brown’s Report supported this silly
theory. It said that RFS was applying the “fire frequency threshold
system”, and everything is sweet because the Independent
Hazard Reduction Audit Panel said so.
By coincidence, last week there was an article in Science
Magazine, published by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, which told us what a great job modern
science is doing, creating new models showing us how to use
fire to promote biodiversity. This article promoted the same silly
theory that we should use the times to reproductive maturity and
senescence of plants to specify lower and upper limits of intervals
between fires. It claimed that we’re making rapid progress in
applying new models and tools to make better choices about
prescribed burning.
But time to reproductive maturity is irrelevant if we burn properly.
Victor Steffensen says there’s an ancient law that you can’t
scorch the canopy. Fire should be like water, trickling through
the landscape. Western science needs to “take a step back and
then come through the door again supporting the custodians of
40,000 years of experience and knowledge”. Neil Burrows, Roger
Underwood and I are sending a letter to Science Magazine to set
the record straight. I doubt that it will be published.
Anyway, the New South Wales Government is happy that
everything’s OK. The regulations are streamlined, there’s a good
system based on risk assessment. RFS is applying best practice.
We all know the system is fatally flawed. The small amount of
burning that is achieved these days actually makes things worse.
Scrubbed up forest is burnt at long intervals, usually 10 or 15
years. Either it doesn’t burn or it burns too hot. Old trees and
shrubs are burnt down, and the scrub bounces back. Regulations
prescribing long intervals between burns, large areas with burnt
out perimeters, and the whole area burnt out in a single day
are recipes for disaster. RFS and OEH routinely light lines of fire
across the wind in long unburnt fuels at the bottoms of hills.
We need a purge of the Rewards for Failure Service and the
Office of EnviroNazi Hooligans. We need to scrap the stupid
regulations and reinstate commonsense. Foresters reinstated mild
fire in the 60’s, then Environmentalists stuffed us up. What a bitter
irony, the social, economic and environmental disaster that the
self-professed saviours of the planet have visited upon us.

Green academics claim that data from southeastern Australia
show that prescribed burning doesn’t work over here because
we’re “biogeographically” different to Western Australia. In fact
the data show that prescribed burning doesn’t work over here
because we’re doing a miniscule amount. The combined data
across southern Australia show very clearly that you’ve got to
burn at least 10% a year to make any difference.
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Angel Flights Jarrod Roesler
In August last year, Angel Flight made its historic 20,000th
mission flying passenger Jarrod Roesler and his mum Linda
from Wagga Wagga to Sydney for Jarrod’s medical treatment for
kidney failure.
In a good news update, Jarrod received his new kidney on
September 1st 2016 and his life has been a rollercoaster in a
good way ever since.
Jarrod’s mum Linda said he remained in hospital in Sydney for
quite some time after the transplant, returning to Wagga Wagga
in early December.
“This enabled him to touch base with school in preparation for
2017,” she said.
“With the help of Angel Flight, he was also able to attend his year
12 formal, three weeks post-transplant and then his HSC maths
exam later in October.”
Jarrod is now under the care of Wagga Wagga Nephrologist
Dr Edward Tai who works with the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital
(RPAH) renal team and has not had to travel to Sydney for
medical appointments since returning home.
Jarrod is back at school this year finishing his HSC and is
attacking his classes head on.
“He has only missed a few days of school this year with minor
issues and he is re-doing his HSC maths as he feels he can
better his score from last year – 75%,” Linda said.
“He is enjoying school, yes I know this not a teenager trait, as he
is now able to attend every day instead of being home sick or in
hospital in Sydney.”
“He is seeing a tutor twice a week and I am so proud of his
energy and commitment that he is putting into his school work,”
she said.
Although Jarrod no longer plays football for school he is still
involved as the coach’s assistant, water boy and motivator.
Linda says Jarrod has a new lease on life and although he is not
sure of his career path in the future, it is safe to say he is enjoying
life and working out what a teenager is supposed to do.
“He spends his spare time working on cars or fishing. He prefers
to go fishing with friends and refuses to take his mum fishing…I
don’t know why,” Linda joked.

“At first we were lost as to how to fill in our spare time but with
work and cleaning up around the house we soon filled in our
time,” Linda said.
“Looking back over the last five years we are so grateful for
family, friends and most importantly the complete strangers who
volunteered their time to help us and pick up the pieces along the
way.”
Angel Flight also made history in Jerilderie this March when they
flew their first ever mission out of the southern Riverina township
in New South Wales.
Nine year old Tuki Parsons and his grandmother Sharon were the
passengers on this historic flight with pilot Greg Ackman on their
way to Sydney for Tuki’s medical treatment at the Royal Far West
in Manly.
Not only was this a first for Jerilderie but it was also a first for Tuki
who had never been on a plane before.
Angel Flight are trying to expand to provide their free service to as
many rural and regional towns in Australia as possible.

“I never thought the light would be so bright at the end of the
tunnel and I can’t thank the amazing people we have met along
the way enough, hugs go out to you all.”
“The medical and associated staff are and always will be
amazing, after all that’s their job and they do it so well.”
“A special thanks goes out to all the volunteers and support staff,
with your help you made our journey possible.”
Linda says post-transplant she is finding time to spend on herself
and getting back to work.
“It was really strange not having to organise the next trip to
Sydney, appointments with doctors, test, etc. I also get to see my
husband, Bill a lot more. When Jarrod was in hospital we used to
pass each other on the highway when we would swap over.”

For further information contact: Angel Flight Australia
Toll free: 1300 726 567 Phone: 07 3620 8300
Fax: 07 3852 6646
Postal: PO Box 421, Fortitude Valley Qld 4006
Email: mail@angelflight.org.au

*To help offset operating costs Angel Flight Australia negotiates the waiver of landing fees at airports around the country. Airservices
Australia reverses any air navigation charges. Angel Flight pays for fuel used by pilots when they conduct an Angel Flight mission.
Donations received are used to fully subsidise fuel costs.
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Goin’ Bush
The Original Adventure Seekers
If you’ve ever undertaken the simple act of leaving the city and
hitting the road for a stint of time you’re sure to be familiar with
the brand TRAKKA. Emblazoned across a fleet of campervans
and motorhomes, TRAKKA is the linchpin between the
daydreams and reality of many many intrepid travelers ready to
discover this Great Southern Land. Dominating the road with a
modern and versatile range, this trusted market leader in the RV
industry was originally built on one man’s pure passion for the
outdoors and the idea of ‘going where you wanted, when you
wanted’.
Some 40 years ago, with his partner Sally by his side, Dave Berry
set about converting and upgrading Kombis… the adventure
seekers right across the country begged for more. Today,
the Trakka family boasts a phenomenal range of comfortable
self-contained, on road and off road campers designed to suit
your needs and those of your family. With experience that far
outweighs their Australian competitors, these guys are one of the
original van lifers and they understand exactly what it takes to
have a great time while you’re on the road.
Lets take a closer look…
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Pop Top Campervan
Taking “campervan” to a whole new level, the Trakkadu comes
with an easy to operate gas strut assisted pop top roof, swivel
front seats, diesel cook top and sliding rear seat which folds to a
bed. All based on the Volkswagen T6 Transporter, the Trakkadu
range takes care of business and pleasure. The fleet, which
consists of five models, is the ultimate ‘get you to work/adventure
ready’ hybrid vehicles. If it’s off the beaten track travel you’re after,
the premium Trakkadu AT is purpose built to handle the extremes
of sand driving, National Fire Park trails and adventures further
abroad. While the Trakkadu is primed for adventure, its advantage
is in its drivability, ultimately it driving like a passenger car.
Who’s Buying? Adventure seekers who also need a vehicle that
can be used day-to-day.
Entry Level Cost: $88,000 on road
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THE ORIGINAL ADVENTURE SEEKERS continued

Van Based Motorhomes

Coach-built Motorhome

The Jabiru and the Torino are two of Trakka’s most coveted
vehicles.

If you think you may not be home for a while, Trakka’s Trakkaway
700 Remote – is the only way to travel. At just 7 metres in length,
this home-away-from-home includes an impressive amount
of space right throughout the interior. Built from a Fiat Ducato
Cab with AL-KO chassis, this motorhome is utterly primed for
independent travel.

The Jabiru is based on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter LWB. It’s
a van-based motorhome available in 2WD or 4x4 designed to
maximise space and ensure you unsurpassed luxury.
Built from the base of a Fiat Ducato XLWB, the Torino is a
versatile and compact van conversion designed to transport two
or four passengers, optimise separate living areas and ensure the
comfort usually reserved for larger models.
Both vehicle types encompass incredible drivability, and fuse
impressive fuel consumption with significant luxury camping
features. In true Trakka style the Jabiru and Torino ranges
include the patented Switch Mode Bathroom, which is a cleverly
executed cubicle that offers spacious showering room with
electric retracting cassette toilet under the vanity – its genius!
For those planning a low cost camping escape and a more
independent holiday, the Remote Pack option is available in both
all Jabiru and Torino models. A secluded camping adventure
essential, Trakka’s Remote Pack offers solar, additional insulation;
as well as a single fuel source with diesel cooking and combined
diesel water/room heating.

It’s been a long day of travelling and you’re ready for bed? It’s
time for the electronic deployment of Trakka’s innovative rear slide
out specifically designed for access to the island bed. Simply
press the remote control, whether you’re inside or outside the
Trakkaway and watch the slide out feature of the 700 in action.
Streamlined and unique, this system is seamless; with no joins
or visible mechanisms. This all-in-one fiberglass module features
curved corners, and prevents any water from entering the
motorhome at any time.
Who’s Buying? Adventure seekers who plan to be on tour for a
while. These folk are looking for an easy to drive, luxurious and
comfortable home away from home.
Trakkaway 700 Entry Level Cost: $175,000 on road

Who’s Buying? Serious adventure seekers. It’s not their primary
‘get to work vehicle’, but it’s their absolute ‘go-to’ for luxury travel
adventures.
Jabiru Entry Level Cost: $144,000 on road
Torino Entry Level Cost: $124,000 on road

TRAKKA
9 Beaumont Road,
Mt. Kuring-gai NSW
W: trakka.com.au
E: trakka@trakka.com.au
P: 02 9472 9000
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Goin’ Bush
Winter Driving Tips
Report by Vic Widman
With Winter upon us I thought it
appropriate to talk about snow driving.
It is fair to surmise that most of us have
never attempted to drive in snow, of
course our readers living along the back
bone of the Great Divide are probably
scoffing in their corn flakes at this
comment, but for those of us east of
the mountains and certainly those west
of them, well, we simply don’t get the
opportunity to play in the snow unless we
go out deliberately looking for it.

that you might confront this Winter and
see if I can provide some advice that
might help you avoid an accident or
spending longer in the snow than you
ever intended.

Fog
I would suggest that we have all driven in
fog at some stage; you don’t need to be
in the mountains to encounter the thick
mist. Fog can play havoc with your in built
navigational skills as it hides all landmarks
from sight.
There-in lies the danger, driving in
conditions that we rarely experience. A
recipe for disaster. You only have to look
at the rise in motor vehicle accidents on
wet rainy days to realise that as drivers
we don’t cope well with change. Replace
that nice dry bitumen road or that good
gravel road with a sheet of black ice or 30
centimetres of fresh snow, and we’re all
at sea when it comes to driving. So let me
take a look at each of the Winter hazards
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I recall leading one of my tag-along tours
a few years back in the Davies High
Plains area and we had been driving in
extremely thick fog for about two hours
on some little used four wheel drive tracks
when suddenly one of my customers
chirped up on the UHF “Hey Vic, isn’t
that our campsite on our right which we
left this morning?” (I should add this was
before the use of GPS units became
common).

I had driven in a full circle without realising
it. I pride myself on my navigational
skills but on this cold and very foggy
morning I couldn’t get my bearings on
any landforms, moss on the south side
of trees and apparently even missed an
intersection – it was very thick fog. But
there is always a bright side, we used our
former campsite for a morning tea stop
and every one had a good laugh at me.
Seriously, heavy fog in four wheel drive
terrain can make driving quite difficult,
yes, GPS units will mostly work these
days in fog and should overcome
the geographical embarrassment I
experienced. However, your driving
techniques do need to change. Slow and
steady is the deal. After all, if you can only
see a few feet in front your bull bar you
can’t really dive very fast. My advice, as
always, is only drive at a speed that you
know you can stop within the distance
that you can see.
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS continued
A final word on fog driving, please slow
down on the highways and freeways, you
only have to look at the multi vehicle pile
ups on German autobahns that occur in
foggy conditions to understand why. And
yes, you are allowed to use those optional
fog lights you had fitted, remembering
their use when it is not foggy is illegal.

beside the road, usually in the shaded
areas then expect ice to still be on the
road where it is shaded also. Depressions
or gullies in roads often remain in shade
well into the morning and therefore may
have a covering of Black Ice on the road.
This is why Black Ice is common on those
wooden bridges over creeks that you find
on quiet back roads.

Snow
I reckon snow driving is one of the best
four wheel drive experiences anyone
can have. However, it is fraught with
danger and you really need to stay alert,
sometimes the stress overtakes the
enjoyment. The biggest issue with heavy
snow across the track is the fact that it
hides all the obstacles on the track. As
a result your wheel placement to avoid
rocks, ruts, tree branches and trackside
stumps becomes extremely difficult.
You need to study the track ahead very
carefully looking for telltale signs that
will indicate an obstacle. For example a
depression in the snow may mean there
is a deep rut under it or long mound of
snow across the track could indicate
a fallen tree is hidden under the white
blanket.

Most modern 4wdrives now have a form
of what I term high speed traction control,
commonly known in many vehicles as
VSC or Vehicle Stability Control. You can
turn this off, although the default setting is
always on in 2WD or high range 4WD. My
advice is to leave it on as it will help to the
control the vehicle if it feels any wheels
have lost traction.

Ice
The most important ingredient to any
kind of driving is Traction, and when your
tyres hit a sheet of ice, commonly called
black Ice, on a sealed road, the first thing
you lose is traction. What happens next
will have more to do with good luck than
good driving. If you suspect there may be
ice forming on the road there is only one
thing you can do and that is slow down.
Speed combined with lost traction means
you skid further and hit harder. If you do
find your vehicle sliding as a result of ice
don’t try to wash off speed by applying
the brake, the wheels will just lock up and
then you will have no steering. “Liftum”
foot off the accelerator and if possible
select a lower gear to slow you down.

On a sealed road it is not advisable to
select 4WD unless you can do so without
engaging the centre differential, many all
wheel drives permit this as do Pajeros by
selecting 4H only. Drive defensively, if you
see patches of white ice in the paddocks
the volunteer fire fighter   Winter 2017

Using low range and your gearing to
creep along so you can ‘feel’ what
is happening under your wheels is
recommended. Also, you will spend a
lot of time jumping out of the vehicle
to inspect the track ahead and probe
around to ascertain what really lies under
the snow.
If you are driving off road and encounter
ice on the unsealed surface then definitely
select four wheel drive and engage
the centre differential and slow down!
You may even need low range so your
progress is sufficiently slow to maintain
some steering and traction. If your tyres
are not breaking through the ice and can’t
gain traction, then you may need to fit
snow chains, however, be careful that
you are not driving on a hard surface with
your snow chains – see below for more
info on snow chains.

A big dump of snow whilst you are
camping is fantastic, but be aware that
these dumps weigh down tree branches
and often cause them to snap off and fall
across the track. I’ve spent a few hours
clearing fallen trees more than half hidden
under the snow from what was a good
2WD road through a high country forest.

Always use 4WD in snow conditions
either high or low range and preferably
low range when the track has evidence of
tree litter or any incline or decline. Turn off
your Vehicle Stability Control if you find it
is interfering with your forward progress
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS continued
(note VSC is usually automatically

this does not apply to keyless entry
vehicles). Refuel in the alpine area towns
if you drive a diesel as they will be selling
Alpine mix which helps prevent waxing
of the diesel in the fuel lines in subzero
temperatures.

disengaged when you select low range),
but use the 4wd traction control fitted
to modern 4wdrives unless you feel it is
hindering your progress, sometimes tyres
need to spin to bite through the snow to
gain traction and traction control can fight
against this by applying the brake.

Vehicle Preparation

Be prepared to clear built up snow from
under the vehicle as this can become a
solid mass of ice and stop your progress.

Before heading off on your Winter trip
and especially if you expect to encounter
snow conditions, check your vehicle for
road worthiness, attend to any split CV
boots or oil leaks and ensure that your
radiator has a good dose of antifreeze. If
your vehicle is a little older it may pay to
have the radiator flushed, pressure tested
and refilled with fresh ethylene glycol (the
green stuff in coolant).

If the road is crowned or has a sloping
shoulder on one side, stay on top of
the crown or away from that shoulder
slope, otherwise the vehicle will simply

If you find your vehicle won’t start on a
freezing morning (you don’t need to be in
the snow for this to occur) and especially
if it is a diesel vehicle, try warming some
water in your Billy and pouring it over your
fuel filter under the bonnet, this is often
sufficient to de-wax the fuel line and allow
starting. Do the same to your battery if it
emits the telltale sounds of a flat battery,
it may just need a little warming up, don’t
we all?

slide sideways into the embankment
adjacent to the road. Always carry a full
complement of recover gear including
hand winch and track clearing equipment
such as an axe and bush saw. Chains
can be used if there is no traction due to
the icy conditions.
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It is common for key locks to freeze up in
subzero temperatures so before leaving
home I suggest you use a little graphite
powder to lubricate the locks. But don’t
use too much powder either, I suggest
you get a zip lock bag, place a small
quantity of graphite powder in it, then put
your key in the bag and shake vigorously,
remove the key and insert in the lock
several times, this ensures that a small
amount of graphite is dispersed in the
lock, repeat the procedure for all locks
including your rear hatch door (of course

When you park the 4Wdrive overnight
in freezing or snow conditions leave it
in gear or Park, chock the wheels with
small rocks or mounded earth and
don’t engage the handbrake to avoid it
freezing on. Lift the wiper blades from the
windscreen and in the morning take a
plastic scraper (the type used to remove
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS continued
rego stickers, remember them?) to scrape
off the ice from the windscreen, never use
hot water on your windscreen as it can
easily lead to cracking and the water will
only freeze after a few minutes anyway.

Always have gloves for everyone! Of
course make sure someone knows
where you have gone and when you are
due back and let them know when you
have returned. PLB’s (Personal Locating
Beacons) are strongly recommended for
remote high country travel in Winter.

Self-preservation
If you intend to drive in thick snow and
even if you don’t intend to camp in it you
need to be prepared. A fellow in Europe
last winter spent 2 months inside his
car under a thick fall of snow and barely
survived by drinking melted snow. Even
if you are planning just a day trip, always
carry some food items with you, matches
and a small axe (this can be used to
cut firewood to get the dry centre of
the wood to start a fire), a packet of fire
starters should live in the vehicle at all
times.

Carry water, say at least 10 litres.
Everyone should have ALL their winter
gear, even if they don’t intend to leave the
vehicle. This should include a water proof
fleece parker, a fleece hood or a woolen
beanie, water proof boots or shoes and
a full change of clothes, thermal undies
are a must. Have a blanket in the car for
each person and carry a tarp to keep you
dry if you need to dig the vehicle out or fit
chains.

Snow Chains
In some alpine areas these are mandatory
even for four wheel drives. If you have
hired or purchased snow chains practice
fitting them in the driveway at home.
Ensure they do fit your vehicle and will
have no loose ends that will damage
your vehicle, carry extra hocky straps or
bungee cords to secure these loose ends.
Read your owner’s manual to ascertain
if your vehicle can be fitted with chains,
some vehicles require all four wheels be
fitted with chains to avoid transmission
damage.

When fitting the chains in snow always
wear gloves and lay a tarp on the ground
to avoid getting wet. Lay the chain in
front (or behind the vehicle) and drive
onto it and then lift the chain over the tyre
securing the vehicle side first and then
the outside last, pull the chains forward
and back to remove as much slack as
possible and secure the loose ends with
elastic straps. After driving on the chains
a short distance (say 100 metres) stop
and re-secure.
Vic Widman is our resident 4wd expert
and has been conducting nationally
recognised 4wd training at his purpose
built 4wd facility near Braidwood for the
past 28 years. For more info on Vic’s
fabulous 4wd training have a look at his
website www.4wd.net.au or give Vic a
call on 02 9913 1395.
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS continued

Page 24

Winter 2017  the volunteer fire fighter

Town in Feature – Forbes NSW

Find it in Forbes
Situated in the heart of the Lachlan
Valley, the Forbes Shire is regarded as
one of the richest primary producing
areas in the state.
We highly recommend you Visit the
Forbes Shire, one of the richest primary
producing areas in NSW, home to an
exclusive mix of boutique stores, cozy
eateries, distinctive attractions and
genuinely friendly locals.

Included in the displays is an awardwinning exhibit about infamous local
bushranger Ben Hall.
Located on the Newell Highway at the
southern entrance to Forbes there is
a remarkable purpose-built exhibition
hall displaying a vast collection of
meticulously restored motor vehicles.
Cars range from veterans to custom
cars, rare and common to just down right
bizarre. Also located at McFeeters Motor

Lake Forbes Aquatic Reserve

Museum is the Superbee Café.
The Lake Forbes Aquatic Reserve is
also a great place for water skiing.
The Lachlan River provides numerous
locations for fishing.
Forbes is quickly becoming the Arts hub
of the Central West. The Somewhere
Down the Lachlan Sculpture Trail project
has seen the installation of permanent
public art from local sculptors and award
winning Australian artists Gillie and Marc
and Harrie Fasher.

Ben Hall

Explore our picturesque historic town
and the Forbes and District Historical
Museum. The museum features
captivating collections of local Aboriginal,
pioneering, gold rush, bushranger history
and ‘Forbes through the Wars’ artefacts.
Open daily from 2pm to 4pm, the
museum volunteers will share their
regional regional knowledge passed down
through the generations.
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McFeeters Motor Museum

pic: Google Images

Forbes is also well-known for Lake
Forbes and its positioning on the Lachlan
River. Canoe, pedal boats and dragon
boats are popular ways to enjoy Lake
Forbes and you can greet the locals while
walking or bike riding the 9km of shared
paths around the Lake.

Sculptures are located in Albion Park,
creating a dynamic art space free to
enjoy. Along the Lachlan River, on the
Lachlan Valley Way, sculptures are
starting to line the stock route beside the
river every 10km for Somewhere Down
the Lachlan. The Amazing sculpture has
been installed on the Nine Mile and will
look its best in the summer with lots of
long golden grasses around it.
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TOWN IN FEATURE – FORBES NSW continued

Forbes NSW – Simply Amazing

The Forbes Wetlands is a Wildlife
Sanctuary 4km south of Forbes off the
Newell Highway. The wetlands provide
a protected habitat for a rich diversity of
wildlife and bird life.

Forbes Livestock Area

The Wetlands are recognised by the
National Parks and Wildlife Services as
an important refuge for species during
drought.
The Wetlands has become well-known
among field ornithologists around the
world. It is possible to observe over 60
species of birds at the Wetlands in just a
few hours with a number of species listed
as threatened or endangered.

Forbes Picnic Area

For more information about Forbes contact the Forbes Railway Arts and Tourist Centre in
Union Street, Forbes on (02) 6852 4155 or email: tourism@forbes.nsw.gov.au or visit
www.forbes.nsw.gov.au

Forbes Wetlands

The Forbes Central West Livestock
Exchange is a state-of-the-art live auction
stock facility and a proven choice for
buyers and sellers of premium cattle,
sheep, lambs and pigs. The yards are
located just 12kms north of Forbes, and
are ideally situated just off the Newell
Highway, making the facility desirable for
stock carriers across the state and into
Queensland and the Northern Territory.
Forbes Shire is renowned for idyllic picnic
spots located along Lake Forbes and
the Lachlan River. There are a number of
BBQ areas that make the perfect spot
for entertaining, relaxing and enjoying the
outdoors while visiting Forbes.
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Forbes Visitors Centre

Forbes has a large range of accommodation including Hotels, Motels, B & B’s and a
Caravan Park so there’s something to there suit everyone. There’s nothing better than the
true Aussie hospitality you’ll experience in visiting NSW’s Central West and the people of
Forbes await your visit.
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Goin’ Bush
Tablets – Take Two and
Call Me in the Morning!
Tablets and Smartphones, where would be without one? No
matter what age group we are in, they appeal to all. Instant
response for the millennium kids to larger screens for the older
folks. Big clear screens, easy to use user interface and apps for
all occasions what more do you want?

with a company that already has proven app on the market? The

No wonder here at GPSOZ we decided to join the throng and
develop a new GPS application for tablets. After looking at what
was on the market some years back we decided that most
were too complex, too many features, a mismash of maps, map
scales, layers, etc and always the debate of on-line or off line
maps. The complexities go on.

company with proven apps on the market. So many months

So, given a clean slate what would we include?
First off, one map that covers all of Australia, with maximum detail
with no need to be “on-line”. Simple, easy. The more you zoom
in, the more detail you get. No changing maps, selecting layers
or forgetting to download the map you really need before leaving
home.
Tracks logs – ability to record, save, import and export track logs
and waypoints/pins – save and share.
And that’s about it. Sure, there other features that we all want
but this was the core, “must have” list. Given this rather short list
of features and a great set of data from Map Data Services we
set off on our journey. Do we develop from scratch or partner
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latter became the obvious choice given some of the quotes we
received!
In the end, we partnered with GeoMagik, a small US based
later and lots of testing, OZtopo V1 for IOS (iPad/iPhone) was
released. This new app has met all our original design goals and
our current user base has suggested a few more enhancements
for future versions which of course we always welcome and plan
to include.
What do you need to run this app? An Apple iPhone or iPad
running IOS 8 or later. Word of caution, if you have a Wi-Fi
only iPad an external GPS receiver must be used to track your
location. So, if you’re in the market for a new iPad choose the WiFi + Cellular model as this has an in-built GPS chip in it.
If you’re an Android fan, unfortunately you will have to wait to later
in the year for our Android version
All the details are at www.oztopo.com.au. For those that have
OZtopo for Garmin GPS units, don’t worry it’s still alive and well
and V9 is currently in development.
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TOURING TECHNIQUE
Soldering and Crimping
To crimp or not to crimp? That is the question.
The crimp versus solder debate continues.
Report by Tim Stanners

In order to drive the electronic gadgetry
that adorns most modern vehicles,
there are literally kilometres of wiring
throughout. Each wire carries varying
levels of electricity from the large 12-volt
high-current battery cabling down to the
tiny signal control cables which carry
much lower voltage and current levels to
components such as the ECU.
If you’ve ever installed an aftermarket
electrical component, you’ll know there’s
a few things to consider in amongst all
this wiring. Finding the correct wires to

Remember that a vehicle is by its very
nature hard on all its components.
Vibration, temperature, exposure to the
elements all play a part, and ensuring that
our electrical connections are up to the
job is paramount.

and disturbance, hence not being used
in vehicles due to their comparable
lack of flex. Vehicle wiring needs to be
able to bend and flex freely as it routes
throughout the car and is subjected to
constant vibration.

The key to a reliable electrical connection,
whether soldered or crimped, is having
the right tools to do it properly and (as
with any tools) knowing how to use them.
Likewise, using the wrong tool with the
wrong parts is bound to be the start of a
problem down the track.

In order to prepare the end of a wire to
be crimped or soldered, you’ll need to
remove the outer protective sheath …
and there’s some right ways and wrong
ways to do this. If at all possible, you
should avoid using a knife to peel or
cut around the sheath. The chances
of damaging one or more strands are
high, resulting in a significantly reduced
conductor size (with the potential to fail at
a later time).

connect to in a vehicle can be a challenge
up front – but once you’ve identified the
correct wires then comes the question of
how to terminate, splice, join and connect

WIRES, KNIVES, PLIERS
AND STRIPPING

each individual wire.
A good electrical connection requires
a few key factors in order to ensure its
effectiveness: Low electrical resistance,
good mechanical strength and protection
from the surrounding environment.
Overwhelmingly, the automotive industry
has adopted ‘crimping’ as the standard
for terminating cables. But there’s still
a few who would argue that joining
and terminating cables is best done

A decent cable stripper won’t cost much, and will
deliver much neater results than scissors or a knife.

through the use of soldered joints and
connections … so we thought we’d take
a look at both of these as well as some
additional techniques to see if we could
reach our own electrical connection
‘Nirvana’.
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One of the reasons that vehicle
manufacturers use stranded wire is
to ensure flexibility. Solid core cables
are cheaper but tend to be used in
situations which are free from vibration

The use of an appropriately sized wire
stripper is the best way of ensuring you
remove the right amount of protective
sheath without risking damage to the wire
strands themselves. By placing the wire
into the correct slot and squeezing the
handles, the tool removes the sheath –
leaving the bare stranded wire ready to be
terminated.
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TOURING TECHNIQUE continued

Many household and industrial
electricians prefer to use the cutting
edges of pliers which can also strip the
outer sheath effectively, but this technique
does require some practice to perfect;
so I recommend sticking with the wire
strippers. They may save your knuckles,
too.

SOLDER ON…

You should end up with a clean and
relatively shiny and smooth joint.

Soldering Pros:
• Done correctly, a soldered joint
offers a very good electrical
connection and conductivity.
• A soldering iron and solder can
join a wide range of wire sizes and
connection types – without the need
to carry additional tools and multiple
sized parts to join two wires or repair
a broken one.

Soldering Cons:
• Takes considerably more time than
crimping, and can be difficult to
execute properly in tight spaces
such as under a dashboard.
Practice makes perfect, so don’t be afraid to
experiment on scrap before undertaking a repair or
modification.

So you’ve decided to solder? Then the
first things you’ll need are a soldering
iron and solder which are readily available
from automotive parts and hardware
stores; and relatively cheap. The soldered
joint does offer strong electrical as well as
mechanical connection, when soldered
correctly.
Depending on the type of connection
you’re making, you will likely need to twist
one wire around another to get a decent
mechanical joint prior to applying the
solder. Once the wires are ready to be
soldered, turn on the soldering iron. When
it is hot, tin the tip of the iron with a little
of the solder as this will help the transfer
of heat onto the copper wire.

• Is prone to capillary action – with
the wire strands drawing the molten
solder up the joint and potentially
damaging the protective sheath
and hardening the wire beyond the
connection itself. The hardened
wire joint can become a weak point
mechanically, and result in the wire
breaking due to vibration fatigue at a
later time.
• If not done correctly, problems
can occur down the track through
vibration and hot joints (due to poor
contact and conductivity).

CRIMP AWAY …

Place the tip of the soldering iron
underneath the wire joint, and apply the
solder onto the top until the solder starts
to melt and run freely throughout the wire
joint.
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Proper crimping creates an extremely
high electrically performing and longlasting termination with great durability in
harsh environments, by what is effectively
a cold weld between the connector and
the wire through the process of crosssection reduction. Too much of a crosssection reduction, and the connection
may break. Too little reduction, and it will
likely be an ineffective connection with a
high possibility of failure. Hence the need
to use the right crimping tool.
To affect a properly crimped joint, you’ll
first need to match the connector with
the correct wire size to be crimped.
Using a proper crimping tool, it’s simply
a matter of inserting the cable end into
the connector which is then placed in
the matching sized slot of the crimp tool;
and compressing the handles until the
jaws of the tool meet. This compresses
the connector around the copper wire,
creating the cold weld.
A good test of a crimped connection is
through what is known as a ‘pull test’.
Effectively this is pulling on the wire with
enough force to determine whether a
good connection has been made.

Don’t think a rock or a hammer will do the job, you
need a good quality crimping tool to make a solid
connection.
When soldering, it is important to heat not just the
solder but also the cable – for a stronger join.

Crimping properly requires the right tool
to ensure the connection is effective –
both electrically and mechanically.

The right tool, with the right connector
and the right execution, is the key to
crimping. Most crimp-style connectors
can be purchased readily, but don’t be
fooled into thinking it’s simply a matter of
squeezing the crimp over the wire with
whatever tool you have lying around.

In a factory, this is usually done to ensure
the wire breaks first and away from the
connector – meaning the connection was
made effectively and is actually stronger
than the wire itself.
In the field, a simple pull test is usually
enough to determine the crimped
connection quality. If the wire breaks in
the connector or comes away without
breaking, you may need to adjust your
technique and use a little more or less
compression to get a good quality
connection.
Winter 2017  the volunteer fire fighter

TOURING TECHNIQUE continued

The jury is still out around the debate
on whether wiring is best terminated or
joined through a soldered connection or
through the process of crimping.

This is what you want to see after performing a crimp:
Two deep compression marks to lock in the cable.

Crimping Pros:
• Crimping is comparatively fast and
just as effective as soldering (if not
moreso) when done correctly.
• Done correctly, crimping offers a
very good electrical connection
and conductivity; as well as high
mechanical strength.

Crimping Cons:
• Each crimp connector is generally
made to work with a specific wire
size, and using the wrong connector
on the wrong size wire will result in a
poor connection on all fronts.
• You may need to carry a range of
connector sizes and styles in your
vehicle toolkit to cover the varied
sizes of wires and connection types.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY

Jump onto any of the electrical sections
within the many vehicle or camper trailer
forums and you’ll literally see dozens
of discussions (and heated arguments)
around which is best.
Whether you prefer to solder or crimp is
really a personal choice. And quite often,
circumstances may determine which one
you choose.
Either way, one additional technique we
recommend to complete a crimped or
soldered joint is to ensure you protect the
connection properly.
At a minimum, this should be through the
use of electrical tape; but our preferred
method is the use of heat shrink.
Heat shrink is relatively cheap. It provides
electrical insulation with an additional
mechanical protective layer over and
around the wire and the connection itself.
Best applied with a heat gun – but why
carry an extra tool around with you when
you can even use your own hair dryer to
shrink it and complete the job? How easy
is that?

Always ensure to cover any exposed wires. Heat
shrink is recommended, yet electrical tape will work
in a bind.

Before starting any electrical work on
your vehicle, try to isolate the possibility
of working ‘live’ and take as many
precautions as possible:
• Ensure the vehicle ignition is switched
off.
• Disconnect the battery; remember to
disconnect the negative terminal first
followed by the positive terminal, and
reverse this when reconnecting the
battery.
• Use a multimeter to test the circuit prior
to starting work.
• If possible, wear protective gloves.
Remember, however, that electricity in
ALL its forms can be dangerous (even
at low voltages) … so if you’re unsure,
speak to a qualified electrician or auto
electrician.

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS UP TO DATE?
Quite often we move House, we change email addresses or phone numbers and
we struggle to think of everything and everyone to notify of those changes.
The last thing we want is that you miss out on getting your Volunteer Firefighter
Magazine and emailed Newsletters.
Please send us an updated contact details to our Membership Officer at:
membership@volunteerfirefighters.org.au
the volunteer fire fighter   Winter 2017
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AUSTRALIAN EXPLORER
Soldier of Fortune
Described as ‘our last explorer’, Michael Terry
had a footloose temperament that stamped
a certain inevitability on his life and his
place in Australian history.
Words by Ian Glover. Images courtesy of The National Library of Australia.

Michael Terry, and what could arguably be the very first camper trailer ever
conceived.

Terry performing some basic maintenance to a vehicle out in the field.

Born in northern England in the final year of the
19th century, Michael Terry led a life that revolved
around motorised transport.

a woolshed; and finally found himself in Winton with ‘nothing to
do’ (the Waltzing Matilda Centre wasn’t built then). The year was
1923. For fifty quid, Terry bought a Model T Ford. He and a mate,
Dick Yockney, made the first-ever crossing of northern Australia
by motor vehicle – travelling from Winton to Broome.

The facts that his father was a mechanical engineer and that
he learned to drive at age 15, helping his mother in her WWI
philanthropic work, may have had something to do with that;
but it was mere happenstance that saw him come to Australia
instead of living a life of obscurity in cold Old Blighty. Serving in
Russia with the Royal Navy Air Service, Armoured Car Section
(eh?), he was gassed in a battle. Naval medicos diagnosed lung
damage and suggested he relocate to a warmer climate. After
being demobbed he arrived in Fremantle in early 1919, finding
work as either a delivery driver or a mechanic (depending on
which biography you read).

The year was 1923. For fifty quid, Terry
bought a Model T Ford … and he and a
mate, Dick Yockney, made the first-ever
crossing of northern Australia by motor
vehicle – travelling from Winton to Broome.
Not one to stay in one place for long, Terry went on to work on a
very remote station in Western Australia’s north-west; jumped a
troopship to Sydney where he became a car salesman; moved
to the New South Wales Northern Rivers, where he established a
trucking company; moved on to Longreach where he worked in
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All that sounds very straightforward, but the reality featured a
more ‘Burke and Wills’ scenario. Near the Western Australia
border, the Model T ran out of fuel(!). The two men grabbed
their swags and set off (unsuccessfully) to find a cattle station.
Luckily, they did find a soak – which saved them from dying
of dehydration; but if they hadn’t been stumbled on by some
Aboriginal stockmen, they would have starved to death.
On his return to Sydney, a female friend, enthralled by his tales
of ‘dewwing-do’, introduced Terry to the editor of the Sun
newspaper, and his literary career began … with his book Across
Unknown Australia published in 1925. Described by a journalist
as ‘the answer to a modern maiden’s prayer’, Terry didn’t marry
until he was 41.
In London he successfully wooed society lady Ursula LivingstoneLearmonth, and he brought her back to Australia. Expecting her
to find mutual joy in his freewheeling, financially insecure lifestyle
in the antipodes was a little like expecting Kim Kardashian to
enjoy bush camping. In very little time she sailed for home, where
her father (who had opposed the marriage) no doubt said: “I told
you so.”
Winter 2017  the volunteer fire fighter

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE continued

Negotiating a fairly steep hill, in a Morris Commercial vehicle.

A gang of four with a six-wheeled Morris Commercial vehicle.

Gaining the patronage of the Royal Geographical Society, in
1925 Michael Terry set off again: This time from Darwin on an
AJS motorbike (with sidecar) accompanied by two Guy Roadless
vehicles towing trailers. The Guys were fitted with tracks, creating
an endless series of wear problems to track pins, bushes and
seals; and additional problems with cooling saw top speeds
limited to 30km/h until auxiliary radiators were fitted (bet he
bought himself a Land Rover in the 1950s). The route took in
places that even today spell adventure for 4WD tourists – Wave
Hill (Kalkaringi), Billiluna, Lake Gregory – and Terry and his
companions were the first to travel the northern sections of the
Canning Stock Route in motorised vehicles (going as far as Well
48 and taking in places like the Breaden Hills and Breaden Pool).
They reached Broome via Ruby Plains, Fitzroy Crossing and
Yeeda Homestead, south-east of Derby. The tale was told in his
1927 book Through a Land of Promise.

Desert, passing the Calvert Expedition’s Surprise Well, and
eventually turning north at Carnegie’s Bluff to find the now notfabled verdant depression in a desert plateau. It was visited by
very few people until legendary 4WDer Ron Moon and television
personality Glenn Ridge went there with a film crew in 1990,
and it now attracts a few intrepid 4WD adventure junkies every
year … endowed as it is with the same awe as Cape York or the
Kimberley were back in the ’60s and ’70s.
Michael Terry died in the inner city Sydney suburb of Annandale
in 1981. His body was donated to Sydney University. The 1988
centennial commemorative $10 note bore his image, and the
Terry Range – south of the Gary Junction Road and west of
Jupiter Well – was named after him.

In the Great Depression, Terry was hired by mineral companies to
explore for wealth in the ground. He ventured into the Tanami, the
Tomkinson and Warburton Ranges and to the east of Warakurna.
By his own account Terry made 14 exploratory trips between
1923 and 1935, most using motor vehicles.
Historically, the most important achievement was probably being
the first white man to see Chugga Kurri – an oasis in the desert
talked about by Aborigines from all over Australia. Using camels
this time, the party set off from Alice Springs into the Little Sandy
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Project 130
Weight Matters
It’s important to keep one eye on the scales
when modifying your 4X4
Report by Sam Purcell. Images by Brett Hemmings.
Good old Project 130 has come a long
way since I first handed over the folding
stuff almost two years ago, out the back of
Young, in the New South Wales South-West
Slopes and Plains. The Defender is certainly
a working vehicle, and that was precisely
what this car was doing before my tenure.
The owner’s manual describes it living and
working on a horse stud in Doncaster,
Victoria; before being picked up by a
country electrician as a work ute. It has
the sort of underpinnings that I like when it
comes to a touring 4X4: Live axles front and
rear (I’m a luddite), a halfways frugal diesel
powerplant, and a good payload. Coils and
disk brakes all round are nice, too. Another
thing the Defender is great at is getting
modified.
To make a good 4X4 into a good touring
4X4, you need to make changes and
modifications. Things like storage capability,
organisation, comfort and practicality all
need to be considered. It’s always tempting
to throw as many mods at a 4X4 as possible
– in that quest we all have for the ‘ultimate’
setup. I look at some people’s 4X4 vehicles
sometimes … and I feel like we can often
go a bit overboard.
Colin Chapman was a Pommy race car
engineer who pioneered many technologies
that surrounded Formula 1 performance,
and he was the brains behind Lotus road
cars and race cars. There were many
technical and complex ideas that he
promoted, but Chapman’s most important
idea was simplicity at its best: ‘Simplify,
then add lightness’ was the motto. Through
this, he managed to completely dispense
with a heavy tubular frame in a racing car –
and revolutionised the way race cars were
made by using a monocoque structure.
Although it is another world away, and
monocoques probably wouldn’t work on
4X4s, I like the idea of keeping Chapman’s
ethos in mind when I am planning and
modifying Project 130. It’s a bit of a tricky
thing to do on a 4X4 … because you want
something strong enough to be reliable,
which often also turns out to be heavy. But
I am trying to keep the overall weight of the
vehicle down, where possible, during the

Every kilo counts, especially on surfaces like soft
sand. The less your 4X4 weighs, the better it is.

modification process. It might be tempting
to keep throwing mods at your rig, but
don’t forget that a lighter vehicle will always
outperform a heavier one … as well as
being cheaper to run and maintain, and
being more reliable.
Many instances of serious vehicle failure
(whether due to damaged structural
components like suspension and chassis,
or driveline issues with diffs and gearboxes)
can, I think, often be attributed to an
overloaded vehicle. If you’ve put some
mods on your 4X4, I implore you to check
how much it actually weighs.
There are some things you simple can’t get
around: Things like bullbars and spare tyres
are important, and they weigh a fair bit. For
me, that is all the more reason to keep an
eye on the weight of other things. Consider
things like plastic components, when
heavy steel is simply overkill. If you don’t
really need or use something, get rid of it
– specially if it’s heavy. Lots of little things
add up to a bigger picture, so it’s something
worth doing. For example, there was a large
steel box that sat under my tray that just
fit the spare. When I went to wider rubber,
the spare wouldn’t fit. So, up it went onto
the tray. Although the storage space was
handy I got rid of the box, saving a good
30 kilograms.
In case you’re wondering: With a driver and
passenger, spares and tools, Project 130
sits at roughly 2.4-2.5 tonnes. That gives
me around one tonne (or just over) to play
with. That’s plenty for me, so I haven’t had
to worry about GVM upgrades.
Another reason why weight is so important,
and one which I think many 4WDers turn
a blind eye to: GVM. Gross Vehicle Mass.
Many modern 4X4s, particularly amongst
the wagons, have payloads (GVM minus
tare weight) that aren’t really conducive
to 4X4 touring. If you haven’t taken your
4X4 (and camper, if you have one) over
a weighbridge, I recommend you do it.
Knowledge is power, and knowing exactly
how heavy your 4X4 is means you can
better plan out your setup. Aftermarket
companies all offer GVM upgrade kits to
help you keep things legal.

Look closely, and you’ll see a spare tyre wedged under
the tray. It’s a spare carcass for the crew 4X4, and I
had my own spares lashed onto the headboard. That
worked really well – I only needed a lightweight ratchet
strap to keep them secured.

I like to thin out my tools as well before a big trip, taking
only things that are applicable to my car. No point
dragging an Imperial spanner set with me that I won’t
use; take that out of the kit and just take the metrics.

Although they aren’t as convenient as other setups,
Pelican cases worked very well for me on the Madigan
Trip as a strong and lightweight storage solution.

If you’re looking to upgrade your suspension, it’s
really important to know what your 4X4 weighs – so
you can specify the correct spring and shock rates
for the best performance.

Don’t forget that a lighter
vehicle will always
outperform a heavier one …
as well as being cheaper
to run and maintain,
and being more reliable.
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Protecting my 4WD Assets
Report by Vic Widman of Great Divide Tours

Over the last few issues of VFFA I’ve been asked to write about
my expertise in 4wd recovery and 4wd travel in Australia. All too
easy really as this is my passion and I’ve been doing it now for
close on 40 years.
The whole idea of my articles in what is principally a medium
for volunteer fire fighters to stay abreast of news and issues in
their world of responding to bushfires was to introduce some
additional informative information. By all accounts the 4wd
section in your magazine has done exactly that. So when Jon
Russell asked me for my Winter 2017 contributions I said I
wanted to write about something that was right up your alley,
a bushfire protection system, he said go for it as it is very likely
that many of you may also be considering what to do in terms of
property protection.
I may know a lot about four wheel drives and off road travel, but
when it comes to bushfire behaviour and protecting your assets
it’s fair to say I really know next to nothing. But living on Sydney’s
northern beaches, I’ve seen what bushfires can do to those
of us that live on the fringe of bushland. I’m sure many of you

remember the dreadful 1994 bushfires that ringed Sydney. I was
in my home here in Elanora Heights on the hill above Narrabeen
Lake. This leafy suburb is ringed on three sides by national park
and dense eucalypt scrub which at the time had not seen much
hazard reduction.
The fire started up on Pittwater, probably from a boaties camp
fire, and for a couple of days it burnt through the heavy scrub of
Kuring-Gai National Park. But then, around 1pm on a Saturday
afternoon I watched the trees lean over along the ridge line above
Mona Vale Road and in a matter minutes my eyes were stinging
from the swirling smoke that engulfed me and my neighbours. I
watched my water filled gutters evaporate before my eyes and
then fill with dry leaves blown by gale force gusts, the hose I was
using to douse the roof from a ladder did nothing, the water either
was blown away before if hit the roof or evaporated as soon as it
did.
Over the next 3 hours, all of the bushland around my leafy suburb
erupted in flames, eleven homes were lost in my idyllic suburb,
four of them in my own street, before my very eyes.

The 4wd training centre is an asset worth protecting after all it is my income and livelihood
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PROTECTING MY 4WD ASSETS continued
Firie’s did all they could, but the reality was they were cut off from
us and before long, due to the power outage and the emptying of
the water storage tank, we had no water pressure at all.
My house was safe despite the bombardment of burnt leaves, I
always thought it would be, thinking that 300 metres between me
and the nearest parcel of bush, separated by several suburban
homes, meant that it couldn’t possibly be affected by a bushfire.
WRONG! When a shrub in the house 3 doors away burst into
flame from ember attack I realised we were in trouble.
Over the next couple of hours my neighbours and I moved from
house to house putting out fires in timber decks, under homes
and in their gardens using emptied flower pots filled from the
pools that every second home was lucky enough to have. But I’ll
never forget the sound of the houses at the end of my street as
their spot fires grew into major building fires because we simply
did not have the man power to get to all of them with our flower
pot fire fighters.
Advance 23 years and now I own one of the country’s best 4wd
training centres. Situated in a picture perfect bushland setting
just north of Braidwood in Southern NSW, I’ve sunk over half a
million hard earned dollars into this training centre. Whist the main
feature of a 4wd training facility is its 4wd tracks, the purpose
built training centre with accommodation and kitchen and
amenities is what makes this the best around. But, its bushland
setting makes it vulnerable, very vulnerable.
We are not on town water, we have tank water only and rely on
mains electricity supply to drive our water pumps for the basics of
running water and flushing toilets. We are surrounded by dense
bush which has not seen a fire for at least 30 years, the local
bush fire captain is my brother-in-law, and he even says if a fire
were to come, they couldn’t do much with their one tanker.
Set in the bush I’ve done a lot of clearing around the actual building

A lot hand clearing with chainsaws over the years has seen the property
transformed into a parkland

Clearing and burning off are part an parcel of living in a bush land environment

Relying on these guys to reduce the fire hazard alone is not enough
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PROTECTING MY 4WD ASSETS continued

Smoke and heat detectors are included
to make the system fully automatic

The copper and brass
sprinkler heads

Copper piping now circles the perimeter of the training centre as do strategically
located CCTV cameras for security purposes

The big bore diesel water pump that drives the sprinklers

I’ve done my best to clear the undergrowth back from the
building, by up to 150 metres all around, I’ve even managed to
get grass to grow which now requires regular mowing, but I saw
in 1994 how manicured lawns even burnt!

about a subject that I knew very little. I spoke to people who I
thought did know this stuff. Finally I settled on what appeared to
be the best system for my situation.
The 2015 Christmas Day fires on the Great Ocean Road was

My biggest issue is ember attack, it would be relentless and
unforgiving and prior to investing in a fire protection system we
stood no chance of saving the training centre or for that matter,
anyone inside it. For me, a bushfire would wipe me out and if I
was caught in it, to be honest I would be lucky to survive. On
a previous occasion I received one of those dreaded recorded
telephone messages at the training centre when a Catastrophic
fire day was predicted, I evacuated and spent the day in the town
park in the heart of Braidwood praying that a fire didn’t come, it
didn’t, this time.

the deciding factor for me. Here there was a street with homes

But 2016 saw a lot of rain in our area, this promoted enormous
grass growth and I didn’t need to be Einstein to work out that the
2016/17 fire season could be bad. So I decided to do something
about it. I googled fire protection systems and began to learn

each with 22,000 litres of water if full, which they are most of the

perched on the side of the thickly forested hill. All but one home
was lost in that terrible fire. The one that survived was equipped
with a bushfire protection system called Bushfire Pro.
So in early December 2016 I had this system installed on my
training centre. Richard Barrington, who owns the business, also
invented the system and installed it, he spent three days at the
training centre completing the installation. The sprinkler system
draws its water from our rainwater tanks, I have four of these
time. Richard estimated that given 25% of the water spayed over
the building would return to the water tanks via the gutters the
system could operate continuously for four hours.

The installation took two men three days
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PROTECTING MY 4WD ASSETS continued

With the sprinkler system activated a curtain of water covers the perimeter of the building

Whilst it is highly unlikely that I would need four hours of
operation, and even if this was 50% inaccurate, I felt that two
hours of protection was pretty good.
Being so reliant on external power, any firefighting system that
I was going to invest in had to be self-starting. The power is
supplied via a car battery which is trickled charged when we do
have power, I will replace that car battery every two years as a
precaution. You also need to be mindful that I don’t live at the
centre, so 75% of the time I’m not there, and it is entirely possible
that a bushfire might occur when I’m not at the centre. So the
sprinkler system also had to have an automatic starting feature.
This is achieved with both heat and smoke senses located
around the perimeter of the building, do they work? I hope so,
until a fire approaches I guess I won’t really know, but of course
Richard Barrington is highly confident it will. Other systems he has
installed have worked in a real fire situation, so that is reassuring.
When I am present, I have a remote control (two in fact) located
in the building and I can activate the system whenever I feel it
is necessary and turn it off also as I determine. The pump that
sucks the water out of my tanks is huge, it’s diesel powered and
a full tank of diesel will run the unit until the water is exhausted,
plenty of time provided I keep the diesel up to it. I have a strategy
in place to test the system once a month and replace the diesel
at appropriate times to ensure it doesn’t go off due to age sitting
in the fuel tank.
The heart of the sprinkler system is the copper piping, yep you
read right, 50mm copper piping that now encircles the entire
building, with a copper and brass sprinkler outlet every 5 metres
with each sprinkler outlet emitting a 9 metre radius of water spray.
The sprinkler heads are located so the spray overlaps, ensuring
that everything is saturated in a matter of minutes. Even my poly
water tanks have their own sprinkler heads ensuring that they
don’t melt with direct fire impact.
As soon as the boys finished the installation we did a test run,
I pushed the remote control and the big diesel pump fired
up first go and within a couple of minutes the whole building
was enveloped in water. It was rather impressive to say the
least. Richard did point out that in a bushfire situation the
accompanying wind would help to disperse the water spray
even further over the roof, down the windows and even under

the doors. The critical thing is to protect against ember attack,
we won’t stop the wind or the embers battering the building but
now there is an extremely good chance that the embers will be
saturated before they can create a fire or enter the ceiling.
But the added advantage is that I can now stay safely in a
situation to then come out of my concrete hiding hole, some call
it the lavatory, after the fire front has passed. Then I can check
the building for any ember that has got past the sprinklers, work
my way through the roof cavity with my fire extinguishers and
make sure that my training centre won’t erupt in flames hours
after the fire has passed like I saw occur to several homes in
Elanora Heights in 1994.
Due to the size of my training centre (it’s over 80 metres long)
the cost of the Bushfire Pro System was pretty high, $32,000
worth to be precise. But with a half million dollar investment in the
building and my livelihood at stake, this is small insurance indeed.
I hope I never see the need to use the Bushfire Pro system in
anger, I’ll keep clearing the grounds around the training centre
and even start my own hazard reduction in the Winter months,
but I know when all the dominoes line up for a catastrophic fire
situation at least now, I will have the best chance possible of
surviving what will be a hellish nightmare.
Foot note: This is not a paid add by Bushfire Pro, this is me, Vic Widman,
describing how I addressed my fire protection needs, I hope it helps you also
make the right decision when determining how to protect your home and other
assets.

Even the garage area is protected ensuring a safe place for our vehicles

For more info on the Bushfire Pro system contact Bushfire Alleviation Systems via their website
www.bushfirepro.com or call: 02-9624.8404 or email: bushfires@aapt.net.au
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PROTECTING MY 4WD ASSETS continued

The water tanks are protected by the sprinkler system to maintain the water supply in the event of a bushfire

The sprinkler heads throw the water up to 9 metres in a variety of droplet size to ensure complete saturation

After just 5 minutes the training centre is saturated, which prevents the likelihood of ember attack destroying the building
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Live and Learn –
The Psychology of Survival
Report by Michael Scott Hill 2016
Most people would like be able to increase their chances of
survival when faced with danger. The good news is that research
has been done on this topic and it is often not what’s inside your
pack that separates survivors but what is inside your head and
heart.
Back at university I studied psychology and throughout my life I
have remained interested in the science and dynamics of human
behavior. After recently completing HUET (helicopter underwater
evacuation training) this topic of survival is at the top of my mind
again. Survival is the ability of a person to live through a hardship
or adversity. This can be anything from an incident on a fire to a
financial crisis. To know what it is to survive you must have faced
some degree of threat, peril or danger and overcome that event.
Sometimes who lives and who dies in survival situations appears
to be a matter of chance. But then if you put two different people
in a similar situation they could make very different decisions
resulting in different life or death outcomes. The point being
that you may not be able to control your physical world but you
can control your mental world. From one person to the next we
each have different perspectives and thresholds depending on
our previous experiences and this informs our decisions. For
example, what threatens one person may excite another.
To understand the psychology of survival you need to first
understand yourself. Critically you need to examine what happens
in your head and heart when you are in unpredictable and
uncomfortable situations. Because what matters is not how you
got into that situation but what you choose to do next. It is your
critical decisions that will make a difference in surviving or not.
In our field of work the chances are that you have heard a story
or two about people who have faced some sort of adversity and
survived. Maybe you are one of these people?
In the book “Survive” Carl Warland says, in a survival situation
“the outlook is not whether you will make it another five years but
rather five seconds, minutes, hours, days or weeks depending on
your predicament”.
I understand this predicament completely. A few years ago I was
on a fire when I heard a loud noise sound out from behind the
crackle of the flames. My senses were on full alert straining to
hear the warning sounds that would save me from a silent death.
I knew that sound meant a tree was coming down yet when I
scanned above the wall of flames dancing next to me for a sign
of it, I couldn’t see anything. Then out of nowhere, a single, tall,
flaming lodge pole pine appeared high above as if it was a mighty
torch bearing down. I only had a split second to determine where
it would fall while it accelerated downwards heading straight for
me. With no time to move all I could do was bend away and
brace for its impact knowing it was going to really hurt. Sure
enough the burning tree slammed into me, hitting my hard hat
and flinging it off my head. I felt my ribs snap beneath my pack
while being driven painfully downward onto my knees then face
down into the forest floor.
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I was knocked unconscious by the sudden impact. Upon waking
up all I could feel was the weight lying across my back. The
trunk was still burning although the impact must have put most
of the flames out. My adrenalin surged as I reached back and
rolled the burnt tree off my body. When I was clear of it I lay
still for a moment gathering my thoughts face down listening to
the pop and sizzle of the nearby flames that would soon reach
me. I started with a physical assessment; as an EMT I knew
my body must be in shock from the hit. I could move my arms
but there was a sharp pain rising across my back although my
toes had movement. With those swaying flames moving ever
closer I decided I must get up and find help before this situation
worsens. I forced myself to rise off the ground slowly, realizing in
the process that I was having trouble breathing. Straining to gain
momentum I began to repeating to myself, “I’m ok, I’m ok and
I kept repeating these words to myself while I stumbled along
knowing that every single step brought me closer to survival.
I got clear of the rapidly approaching fire by heading back
towards where I last saw the others. I knew there was a risk with
moving but I decided that if I stayed I would have been burnt far
worse. In this particular case my personal choice to take one step
at a time that resulted in my survival.
Survival often comes as a consequence of taking a risk. But what
is needed is a calculated risk, a conscious decision taking in to
account the context of each different survival situation.
In another personal experience, years later, half way around
the world, flying high above the barren rugged mountains of
Afghanistan I was in the passenger compartment of a Bell
212 helicopter when a grinding noise began to radiate down
from the blade hub system above us. We were on an armed
reconnaissance mission when our normal flight turned into
an emergency. The metal grinding sound coming from our
helicopter’s gearbox above meant that something was wrong,
and very possibly the assembly could lock up causing our blades
to stop turning with the result being we would fall out of the sky
like a rock.
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LIVE AND LEARN – THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SURVIVAL continued

A quick decision with my pilot over the intercom demanded we
put the aircraft down immediately. The pilot swung the helicopter
into a downward corkscrew maneuver rapidly dropping us into
the remote valley floor.
I was seated on a row of webbed bench seats between my flight
engineer and my two shooters. We all assume our crash positions
mentally preparing for the impact that was soon to come.
First I noticed the change in the pitch of our blades above then
WHAM we hit the ground hard. Suddenly the Huey’s was instantly
airborne again after bouncing. We hit a second time then slid
forward on our skids as if the helicopter is skiing.
When we finally stopped I took a look around to check to see if
the helicopter was still intact. We were resting near a river bar
beneath some high rocky peaks and now it was time for my
security team to earn their money.
This flight went down in Afghanistan but as we all use helicopters
this same incident could have taken place in the American West,
Australia or Canada.
Who lives and who dies when it comes to such survival situations
when the unexpected happens? On the fire ground this could
be in the wake of your initially surviving a snag crashing down on
you like I did, an aircraft that plunged to earth in some remote
location, a vehicle crash or a fire entrapment alone, with your
shelter or inside your own house.
I learnt a lot about myself during both these situations as well as
from other survival stories I have witnessed and case studies.
Survival situations vary in complexity, and people vary in ability,
but the amount of effort you put into your survival is ultimately up
to you. Learning from your experiences is an essential component
of increasing your chances of survival. Contingency planning is
another key element in developing a strategy for survival.
What are the cues that you personally have that will tell you about
how you will respond to danger? What drives your hope, fear,
disappointment and relief? What triggers have been present in
situations that lead you or someone you know to succeed when
faced with a hardship or adversity? What were the variables and
resources present?
In order to develop our capacity for learning we have to step
outside of the predictable, known and comfortable. Events like
survival courses simulate a variety of rarely encountered stressful
situations to increase participants’ critical thinking and their ability
to adapt and evolve in changing environments. Conducting a
debrief with a focus being on learning to increase self-awareness
can also help build your bank of knowledge.
A fear of the unknown is the greatest fear of all and in survival
situations you are left with hardly any certainty about the
outcome. Here is the good news, Laurence Gonzales in his book
“Deep Survival” discovered patterns of successful strategies
adopted by survivors. He broke these down into a series of rules,
for first preventing the situations from taking place then once they
have happened to enable the best odds for survival.
When I first read Gonzales’ research I couldn’t help but relate
his findings into the context of life and death situations that arise
while fighting wildfire and also in our own private struggles for
survival in everyday life when our thoughts and actions can mean
the difference between life and death. Gonzales rules follow.
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Laurence Gonzales’s rules of Adventure –
(For preventing survival situations before they happen)
• Study past fatality reports
• Perceive, believe, then act (what is really going on around us
not what we wish was going on.)
• Avoid impulsive behavior, don’t hurry
• Get the information
• Know your stuff
• Be humble
• When in doubt, bailout

Laurence Gonzales’s researched behaviors to better
the odds when survival situations do happen.
1. Perceive, believe (look, see, believe)
2. Stay calm (use humor – fear to focus)
3. Think/analyze/plan – get organized, set up small manageable
tasks
4. Take correct, decisive action (be bold and cautious while
carrying out tasks)
5. Celebrate your successes (take joy in completing small tasks)
6. Count your blessings (be grateful- you’re alive)
7. Play (sing, play mind games, recite poetry, count anything, do
mathematical problems in your head)
8. See the beauty
9. Believe that you will succeed (develop a deep conviction that
you’ll live)
10. Surrender (let go of the fear of dying and put away the pain)
11. Do whatever is necessary (be determined; have the will and
the skill)
12. Never give up (let nothing break your spirit)

Questions to help you Live, Learn and Survive:
When was the last time you felt at risk, in danger or threatened?
What happened?
Do you recall what emotions you went through; did these help or
hinder your survival?
What have you learnt about yourself from facing hardship or
adversity?
What obstacles have you had to overcome to survive?
When faced with a challenging situation, do you view it as exciting
or something else?
Do you think a great deal before you act? Do you pre-plan a
contingency survival strategy?
Does your head, heart or ego drive your decisions or a
combination of all?
To what degree are you comfortable with the unknown?
Are you aware of all your five senses? These will help you survive.
Is there anything else you need to learn to improve your chance
of survival?
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THE FIRE FIGHTER
Just an ordinary bloke you’re likely to meet,
Like anyone else you see out on the street.
He’s usually an easy going sort of bloke,
Happy and smiling, always ready with a joke.
But when that call comes, “There’s fire about”
He’ll be right there, you need have no doubt.
Always ready to do battle with the Red Beast,
Ready to prevent it from having a feast.
Of trees, grass, bushes and other plant life.
And creating disaster, loss and such strife.
That girl next door, you thought you knew,
She’s also out there with the rest of the crew.
If you call them heroes, they’ll tell you they’re not,
And for fame and such like they care not a jot.
So why do they do it, put their life on the line?
They’ll tell you, “For my mates and this land of mine”

LEE O’NEILL
Gosford Aviation Support Brigade – 20 December 2016
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Inherently Safe Systems
Report by Ian Page
In its early days, flying was very dangerous, but through
the investigation and analyses of many crashes, accidents,
and incidents, the aviation industry learned principles and
characteristics of systems that are inherently safer. They’ve
applied this knowledge to the design of aircraft, and operating
systems so that today, despite terrorist attacks, military rockets,
and suicidal pilots, flying is the safest form of transport.

Because they do so little productive work, they need to make the
work they do look as important, and highly skilled as possible.
Now, the mercenaries will respond by saying that today’s fires,
with electricity, hydrocarbons, chemicals, and asbestos; require
special techniques and training, which is true; but the vast bulk
of rural fires, are similar fires to those our bare-footed, naked
aborigines used as their primary agricultural tool.

An aeroplane crash isn’t just a human disaster, but also a financial
disaster for the company; and so, in aviation, safety goes hand in
hand with profit.

An inherently safe system prevents things from going wrong,
before they can go wrong. A fence at the top of the cliff, is
better than an ambulance at the bottom. The tanker trailers were
our most cost effective pre-emptive tool – our fence at the top
of the cliff. Dumping the tanker-trailers, and replacing them with
a DC10 super jet bomber parked on the tarmac at Richmond air
base; is as smart as if the Main Roads department removed all
the guard rails on our roads, and instead spent millions of Dollars
on the world’s best ambulance fleet. Brilliant – for the ambulance
drivers, and the money making side of the RFS.

With the RFS however, a disastrous fire is an opportunity for
the mercenaries of the RFS, to increase public kudos, which
in turn translates into higher status, and more money from the
government. Just as in business, more customers are good
business; for our money making side of the RFS, more fires are
good business. As a result we have the bizarre situation where
the elites of the RFS used OH&S as an excuse to scrap the
tanker-trailers, and move more towards an inherently less safe
system, which will mean more, and bigger fires!
So what are the characteristics of an inherently safe system, and
how is the RFS moving away from them?
Firstly; an inherently safe system is simple. The more complex
a system is, then the more things can go wrong. The tankertrailers were a simple machine that any farmer could hook onto,
take to his farm and use to prevent a fire from getting out of
control, or extinguish a fire. A fire truck is a much more complex
unit, and is only able to be operated by people who are trained.
A flat battery, a lose lead, a flat tyre, are just some of scores of
things that could take the truck completely out of action.

An inherently safe system, has back-up systems. A cable
is inherently safer than a chain, because if one wire on a cable
breaks, then there are 48 others to take the strain, but if one link
of a chain should break, then all is lost. Our tanker-trailers were
our backup system.
When we have large fires, such as at Dunedoo, fire trucks attend
from all over the place. However, when this fire was on, there
was extreme fire danger over a very large area, which means
that there were many areas with no protection in these extreme
conditions, because their fire truck was away, and they no longer
had any tanker-trailers. This is extremely bad management.
An inherently safe system works in harmony with nature,
people, and the community. Before the RFS, we had local bush
fire brigades. These organisations were formed by farmers, for
farmers, and were an integral part of our community, organised,
and financed completely at grass roots community level, and
completely in harmony with our community. When the RFS took
over, they did so with the promise that they would provide a
better service. Now Allyn Perkiss is saying, “Farmers will have to
make their own arrangements.”

Tanker Trailer from the 80s.

Putting out fires, is not a highly technical activity. The control of
fire was the first step humans took towards civilisation, and so we
have been putting fires out, for about as long as we have been
talking. The fire-trucks use exactly the same elements as the
tanker-trailers, as the earliest primitive humans; to extinguish fires.
However, if the mercenaries of the RFS are going to make money
out of fires, they need to make it look as complex as possible, to
convince the public that only they can do it. The more complex it
is, then the more training that is required, and the more trainers,
and therefore the more secure and higher status their job is.
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I have long noticed that there is a huge difference in attitudes to
fires between farmers and RFS mercenaries. Farmers just want to
get the fire out, and get back to work, but the mercenary wants
to milk every fire for everything he can get out of it, and treats
the volunteer’s time as being of no value, and will waste their
time, in an effort to turn an ordinary fire into an epic bigger then
Ben-Hur. The elites of the RFS have separated themselves from
the local communities, and farmers, which is really short-sited,
for the farmers can contribute something that all the equipment,
technology, and satellite images, can never supply – Local
knowledge.
Our tanker-trailers, if they had been managed, and promoted
sensibly; could have been our best promotional tool to connect to
farmers; and could have been the instrument to enlist virtually all
farmers as volunteers for the RFS.
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INHERENTLY SAFE SYSTEMS continued

Not one of them would answer a single question. Even though it
is obvious, that there must be more intelligence, experience, and
local knowledge in the volunteer ranks, then the bureaucrats; the
mercenary elite will not listen to volunteers. Why would volunteers
respect the orders of these elites, when they make such a selfserving decision as dumping the tanker-trailers?
Our tanker-trailers were our safety fence at the top of the cliff; our
back up system; our reserve forces protecting our flanks; and our
connection to farmers, who have our best local knowledge. For
the cost of the one elite bureaucrat, who made the decision to
scrap the tanker-trailers; we could have about twenty extra units
each year. Which do you think would be the most effective in
reducing fires in NSW?
Modern day Tanker Trailer which can be equipped with a range of pumps.

An inherently safe system has a feed-back system. The line
of command has two way communications, and command
listens, and responds to primary level needs. There have been
airline crashes in countries that have a rigid hierarchical system
where the co-pilot has known that the captain has made a wrong
call, but because it would mean that the captain would lose
face if the co-pilot should question his decision, then the copilot has remained silent, and the aircraft has crashed. The RFS
has an elite hierarchical system that will not listen to grass roots
feedback. I have asked the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner,
Chief Superintendent, and the Manager at Tamworth, four basic
safety questions.

Allyn Purkiss, Manager at Tamworth, says that he already knows
all this, which begs the question: if the elites of the RFS know the
characteristics of an inherently safe system, then why are we
increasingly moving towards an inherently less safe system?
Do you know who the richest man of ancient Rome was?
It was Crassus, who accumulated his wealth as a fireman.
Our mercenary elites of the RFS could emulate his achievements,
if it wasn’t for those @#%&! Volunteers, who do it freely for their
neighbours, and community.
One thing that our modern, bureaucratic, mercenary firemen,
do have in common with Crassus; is that Crassus also had
500 unpaid slaves as his firemen.

M U R R U M B AT E M A N
Barton Highway, Murrumbateman – Just 30km from Canberra
Phone: 02 6227 5802
http://www.murrumbatemancountryinn.com.au
The VFFA greatly appreciates the support shown to our Association, its membership and the
Volunteer Firefighters of its local Community.
We highly recommend that whenever passing by their way, please call in and enjoy the local
hospitality they’ve become so well known for Motel Accommodation, Great Food & Beverage!
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2016 Fall Fires in the
Appalachian Mountains
Report by Michael Scott Hill, VFFA
Across November of 2016 severe drought conditions across
the Appalachian Mountain chain set in place conditions for a
series of wildfires to take hold and spread across this Southeast
region of the United States. The event peaked at the end of the
month when a fire left the slopes of a nearby mountain and winds
funneled it into the tourist communities of Gatlinburg and Pigeon
Forge, Tennessee, claiming 14 lives and over 2000 structures.
Torrents of rain came down after the fire had done its work in the
forest at the end of November, soaking the primary oak and pine
forest to penetrate its thick basal layer of leaf litter and once again
moderate fire danger across the region. The sheer size of the
region affected by this fire and drought event, plus other unique
factors fire in the Appalachian Mountains eco-system; call for this
fire event as a unique natural process to be given a closer look.
Fire in the Appalachia is strongly influenced by climate factors, as
well as by its historic vegetation. Climate experts have predicted
that with the worldwide weather destabilization patterns’
influenced by global warming, fire cycles in the Appalachian
Mountains will become a greater element across the region in the
future. Climate is believed to exert a strong control on fire activity
across the region in both its seasonal and inter-annual time scales
and within that, there are certain features that appear to affecting
fire activity more. The first influence is based on regional humid
temperate conditions that encourage the vegetation production
here to generate high levels and rapidly accumulate fuel loadings.
Throughout the year in the Southeast United States, annual
weather and leaf fall patterns also affect seasonal fire activity. Yet
on longer multi-year seasonal cycles, sometimes wet patterns
rotate in, which lead to extended periods of heavy fuel buildup
and other drier times of drought; like that experienced in the
recent fall when conditions become highly favorable for burning.
During the dry times, lightening can create fires that take place
during the trees’ growth period that will cause much greater
mortality than those occurring during the trees dormant season.
In the past; these natural fire conditions of a dry drought period
and fire introduced by both man and lightning, caused large
scale cyclic fire exposure across the region, but with mostly short
intensity fires that had healthy effects to the Appalachian forest
ecosystems. Today it would be impossible to safely replicate
this fire environment on that historic scale due to the increased
population settlement across this region.
Fire has been an integral natural process in the oak and pine
forests that have made up the Appalachian ecosystem for the last
thousands of years. Studies of soil charcoal here have recorded
that periodic fires have been a part of its cycles dating back at
least 10,000 years. Other studies, surveying the fire scars back to
the mid-1600s, have documented that forest fires have occurred
periodically, sometimes as often as every 3 to 9 years across the
southern Appalachian region. This land has long been adapted to
fire.
Fires amongst these ancient mountains, historically introduced
by lightning bolts on nature’s own timeline, have more recently
been ignited largely via human intervention across the region.
This history of human-activated fires in the Appalachia dates
back to Native American times. Fires were traditionally lit annually
in areas across the Appalachians to assist in opening the forest
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understory, to make forest travel and foraging easier, to increase
plant diversity and improve food sources for wildlife. Early
Europeans, who followed the Native Americans here, continued
to use fire to adapt their environment in a similar fashion.
Europeans lit fires to clear lands for agricultural purposes, keeping
ridgetops open and exposed to sun to benefit livestock and game
grazing, and to increase their wild berry foraging yields. Fire was
also used by the Europeans to kill off pesky infestations of ticks
and chiggers on newly settled lands and to open up choked
understory areas to their slightly different means of travel and
hunting.
This cyclic exposure to human ignited fires across Appalachia
has been significantly altered over the past 80-100 years, with
more people pouring into the region after the turn of the 20th
century. Our current perspective on wildfire protection has also
transformed with this increased population to where fire is now
being seen as a destructive force in the places where humans
and the forest interfaces at the urban / rural fringe.
State and federal agencies across the region have been
aggressively assigned to extinguish fires in the Appalachia
region, creating a drastic shift from cyclic fire exposure for
forests, onto zones of fire exclusion which has greatly altered
the forests of Appalachia. Open habitat vegetation of the region
long adapted to flames, like grasses, were overtaken by more
shrubs and tree species not acclimatized to survive exposures
to fire. The Appalachian forests became denser without fire, as
the forest canopies closed in and the numbers of trees per acre
increased unnaturally without the occasional fires to thin them
out, until today some species of pine and oaks are having trouble
reproducing in these areas due to crowded situations.
The idea of reintroducing periodic fires to the Appalachian forests
with prescribed or controlled and monitored wildfire events, just
as they had for thousands of years, benefits the regions’ oak and
pine forests. Across the region land managers are once again
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2016 FALL FIRES IN THE APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS continued

starting to reintroduce annual spring prescribed fires treatments
into selected locations. These “controlled” cooler burning, swifter
moving, ground fires, consume leaf litter, downed limbs, and thin
out, over-crowded forest conditions, to increase the amounts of
sunlight available to reach a forest’s floor which promotes seed
germination. Fires here can act to weed out non-fire tolerant tree
species, such as red maple, tulip poplar, and white pine, as these
species have thinner protective bark and have only begun to
thrive in these forests since the absence of fire.
Fire exposure for a forest in the region, can also reduce its
occurrences of disease and insect pest outbreaks. Long dormant
native grasses and wildflowers are also known to return after
some fire types of exposure. Foraging animals such as black
bear, white-tailed deer, songbirds, turkey, migrating geese and
many other animals, benefit from wildfires as afterwards they
move throughout those areas to feed on new growths of seeds of
plants rejuvenated by fire exposures such as acorns, blueberries
and other seeds returns, so why are we tasked as firefighters to
extinguish forest fires in an environment that is naturally adaptive
to fire and has been burning for thousands of years?
Rapid increases in population of the Appalachian region have
brought the development of increasingly urbanized communities
set amongst this mountainous landscape and these new growing
populations reside alongside large coal mining and gas well
operations. Fire exposure for these relative newcomers as well
as it does for non-fire tolerant species of vegetation, now greatly
makes these ancient natural fire cycles in the Appalachians much
more complex.
The protection of man-made structures, communities and
economic resources are a main focus of fire agencies during

severe drought years in the Appalachians, such as for this
November. This complexity has been further intensified as a result
of fire being withheld from many of these forest areas for the past
80- 100 years. During this period forest litter and overcrowding
flourished on such scale as to make fires burn hotter and
more intensely than historic Appalachian fires when the flames
were allowed here to periodically thin forests and reduce its
accumulated fire danger.
What we know for sure, with history as our teacher, is that that
the mountain ecology and weather will attempt to continuously
work together to give the eco-system of the Appalachia the fire it
requires to regulate these oak and pine forests and heal the local
unique vegetative system long adapted to thrive.
Those of us who took part in the Appalachian fires of the fall
season of 2016 have become a part of the long ongoing story of
fire in the region. The pressure of increased population certainly
adds complexity to this natural schedule, and those that live here
always need to hold the awareness that fire has been deeply
entrenched in the life of these mountains and is a far more
powerful force than any of us who responded will be.
Fire in the forests of Appalachia, due to unique local weather
patterns, may not return on an annual cyclic schedule but it does
make one promise, it will return when the necessary factors again
to combine to give the flames the opportunity to do what fire here
has so long been tasked to do across the slopes of Appalachia.
Fires will always come and go here, and for those of us who
chose to live on these same slopes, then we will once more be
given the option to either have our homes prepared to withstand
the flames, or not.

Michael Scott Hill (L)
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The Phantom Says’
It is such a pleasure to read the terms of reference for
Portfolio Committee No. 4 – Legal Affairs inquiry into and report on
emergency services agencies.
Bullying, Harassment and Discrimination has been a major concern of mine in the RFS and
it’s good to see that it will be addressed through submissions to this inquiry. I hope that
all the Volunteers that have been subjected to or witnessed any bullying, harassment or
discrimination provide a submission without fear that they will suffer any repercussions from
speaking openly and honestly about this abhorrent culture within the RFS.
Let’s hope that the recommendations of this inquiry are not swept under the Government’s
carpet and that any or all recommendations are considered and acted upon without fear or
favour from the public servants that need to protect their own jobs.
Stories of bullying, harassment and discrimination have been around for years and it’s up to
us as volunteers to let this inquiry know of actual examples and subject those who bully us
to finally face the music. This type of behaviour is not tolerated and it is expected that we
as volunteers should be able to perform our jobs without certain people making our lives
miserable.
THIS HAS TO STOP, put in a submission if you know or have seen something.
The inquiry is also looking into the relocation of RFS Headquarters. The soils of Homebush
Bay may have been turned for HQ 2.0 but this does not help the Rural in Rural Fire Service.
Arguments that RFS HQ can only be in Sydney are nonsense as the SES are based in
Wollongong without any problems.
If the Government or even the Ministry for Emergency Service was serious, they may have
pooled funds and created an Emergency Services Department in the one building instead
of refurbishing a building in Wollongong for the SES costings $$$millions, a new HQ for Fire
Rescue NSW at Greenacre costing $$$millions and potentially a new HQ at Lidcombe for the
RFS costing $$$millions.
So at the end of the day, if we can stop bullying, harassment and discrimination in the RFS,
get a management team that wants to listen to all the Volunteers and a new HQ that meets
the needs of the organisation in an area that will help the community, and not just the staff,
then and only then can we all be happy.
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Fire Service Danger Meter
By Mick Holton

Residents of NSW are provided with the following emergency warning message:

Warning
If the NSW Government does not move the NSW Rural Fires Service head office to a regional or rural
locality, we are in danger of losing any hope of restoring faith in the NSW RURAL Fire Service.
We need to take immediate action. Any delay puts the future of our volunteer based
RURAL Fire Service at greater risk.

Leaving the NSW RURAL Fire Service in Sydney will further
exacerbate the situation with catastrophic levels of bureaucracy
and red tape that is far removed from the grass roots service
delivery that regional and RURAL people once knew. Today’s
city-centric management has lost touch with the original intention
of the RURAL Fire Service with skilled and experienced firefighters
walking away after many years of dedicated service.
Some examples of disconnection with rural people include:
1. Removal of practical, early fire suppression equipment like the
tanker trailers used by many farmers.
2. Discouragement and removal of radio communication
systems that are accessible to farmers, volunteers (at home)
and the local community. Often replaced with social media
that does not always work in many areas.
3. Perceptions of asset protection are based upon city centric
ideals and cultures.
4. Moving away from land management practices used by
indigenous Australians and farmers.

8. Failure to recognise the firefighting capability of farmers and
other local resources.
9. Failure to retain existing firefighting capabilities and techniques
as new firefighting technologies are developed.
10. Firefighting has become “Big Business” with many persons,
companies and contractors deriving large incomes from
firefighting activities. This has created a situation where a
perception of “delaying extinguishment for profit and profile”
has developed.
11. Burning has been surrounded by too much red tape, also
referred to as “green tape”.
12. Rural people, with many years of experience are being
pushed aside and asked to leave the RFS.
13. Rural people are being subjected to bullying and harassment
if they choose to actively oppose and speak out against the
direction of the Rural Fire Service. This problem is so serious
that the VFFA is genuinely concerned about the welfare of
these people.

6. Allocation of funding, determined upon local government
wealth whilst rural areas are often neglected. State money
should be distributed across the state based upon local
needs, not local wealth.

14. Training is moving away from the “hands on” approach
(popular with many rural people) and being replaced by online content that gobbles up download limits and required
bandwidth that many rural people don’t have access to. There
is a financial and logistical cost associated with this type of
training that has not been properly addressed by government.
Perhaps every NSW RFS station needs a computer and an
internet connection. Many don’t even have power.

7. Management of fires without local input and engagement.

15. Expansion of RFS capability without rural consultation.

5. Development of plant machinery registers and contractor
agreements, with strict regulations that discourages local
engagement by farmers with machinery.
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FIRE SERVICE DANGER METER continued

16. Claims of Volunteer consultation are based upon urban RFS
influence because those demographics have greater access
to the chosen NSW RFS communications media networks
and infrastructure.
The benefits of decentralisation are:
1. More room (space) for the NSW RFS to set up their State
Operations.
2. Cheaper real estate with the opportunity for transfer of
existing government owned land at low cost or no-cost to tax
payers.
3. More central location for deployment of staff and resources to
support volunteers across the State.
4. Less traffic.
5. Easy access to aviation including domestic flights and
operational aviation capability.
6. Opportunity to engage more rural people into NSW RFS staff
positions over time.
7. An opportunity for existing NSW RFS staff to cash in on
a more cost-effective lifestyle, lower cost real estate and
country living.
8. Jobs for rural NSW.

b) The support structures in place to assist victims of
workplace bullying, harassment and/or discrimination
within emergency services agencies.
c) The support services available to emergency services
workers and volunteers to assist with mental health issues
resulting from workplace trauma and the effectiveness of
those programs.
d) The appropriateness of uniforms provided to personnel in
emergency services agencies.
e) The relocation of the NSW Rural Fire Services
Headquarters to Orange, Dubbo or Parkes, or
f)

Any other related matter.

You can download the Terms of Reference document, the
Upper House Committee brochure and the Guide to Writing
Submissions document from the www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/
committees/inquiries web site (scroll down to the Emergency
service agencies link)
The VFFA has also made this information available on our web
site at http://volunteerfirefighters.org.au/inquiry-emergencyservices-agencies

9. Spreading emergency service operations around the state.
Don’t have all your eggs in one basket (Sydney basin).

Please email submissions to:
portfoliocommittee4@parliament.nsw.gov.au

10. Room to develop a state training facility for more “hands on”
training.

Further questions can be directed to:
Merrin Thompson
Inquiry manager | Upper House Committees
Inquiry into emergency services agencies
Parliament of New South Wales
Telephone: (02) 9230 2895
Email: merrin.thompson@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Parliament House, Macquarie Street,
Sydney NSW, 2000 Australia

11. The ability to construct and develop a “state of the art” NSW
RFS Head Office that is more spacious and at a fraction of the
cost associated with developing a facility in Sydney.

What can we do to change this terrible situation?
1. Stand up and be counted
The only way that we can turn this situation around is to stand
united to strengthen the voice of rural people, NSW RFS
volunteers and city people who support these views.
The VFFA is happy to work with the NSW Government to
help bring about change and we are prepared to aggressively
campaign to represent the views of our members and
supporters.

BE QUICK

– submissions close
on the 23rd July 2017

Sign up for free VFFA membership to further strengthen your
voice.
2. Make a submission to the Inquiry into emergency services
agencies that is being conducted by the Legislative Council,
Portfolio Committee No. 4 – Legal Affairs.
They are conducting an inquiry into and reporting on
emergency services agencies as follows:
a) The prevalence of bullying, harassment and discrimination,
as well as the effectiveness of the protocols and
procedures in place to manage and resolve such
complaints within emergency services agencies including:
i.

The NSW Rural Fire Service

ii. Fire and Rescue NSW
iii. The NSW Police Force
iv. The Ambulance Service of NSW
v. The NSW State Emergency Service
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Volunteer Fire Fighters Association
Membership Application
All memberships are free of charge
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